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Imttiau IttHislns' |rffiin. 



DuEiNa tlie discnssion in the Senate of tlie United 
States, upon the IjiU to confer additional military 
rank upon General Winfield Scott, in acknowledg- 
ment of his great services to his country, General 
Shields remarked that no worthy history of the 
Mexican war had yet been written. The truth of 
the observation was everywhere felt. What has 
hitherto appeared on the subject, beyond the official 
despatches, has more resembled romance than his- 
tory, being in the main confined to dashing narra- 
tives of the personal adventures of roving or belli- 
gerent Hotspurs, who knew little and cared less aboot 
the discipline and routine of the every-day life of the 
regular soldier ; or on the other hand to eulogistic 
compilations, prepared for sale, rather than as contri- 
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butions to history. The writers of both classes have 
" cast discreetly into shade" whatever would " offend 
the eye" of the readers they sought to appreciate. 

As a partial remedy for the evil complained of by 
the gallant of&cer above referred to, the publishers 
put forth the present volumei If it does not rise to 
the dignity of history, it at least pai'takes of that 
faithfulness of record and clearness of detail which 
give history it3 value. The author is manifestly 
superior to that class of his countrymen ordinarily 
found in the rank and file of an army, in intelligence, 
in education, in observation, in descriptive and nar- 
rative power, and in candor and liberality of senti- 
ment. Something of foreign misapprehension, pos- 
sibly some degree of foreign preference or prejudice, 
may be found in his pages ; and it is by no means 
improbable that some of his criticisms upon men and 
events may be unjust ; "but there is throughout the 
volume an evident desire to be jast as well as inde- 
pendent, both in criticism and in narration. 

The' publishers confidently express the opinion, in 
which they are confirmed by the verdict of the lite- 
rary gentlemen to whom the work has been submitted 
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for supervision, not only that nothing has yet issued 
from the American press that gives so intelligent and 
lively a description of the actualities of the war in 
Mexico, but that no work is extant in the English 
language which presents bo interesting a picture of a 
soldier's life — his round of conversation, his employ- 
ments, his toils, dangers, and escapes — what he sees 
and does, and how he does it — as this autobiography. 
The reader will find it difScuH to part company with 
the author. There is no " fine writing" to pall upon 
the taste. Everything is told naturally, and every- 
thing is described earnestly. The style is nervous 
yet chaste, and free from the coarseness which too 
often disfigures a soldier's narrative. Yet there is 
no sentimentality. The manliness of the true soldier 
is apparent on every page. The charm of the work 
is in the impressive distinctness of every pictifre of 
place or incident. The reader will feel as though he 
accompanied the hardy soldier from the moment of 
his enlistment to that of his discharge ; messing with 
him on Governor's Island, marching with him to 
join the forces under General Scott, sleeping with 
him on the mountain side, where the bed is made 
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softer by putting aside some of the larger stones, cir- 
cuitously approaching the scene of action, exchanging 
a repartee or a word of encouragement with a com- 
rade, mingling in the meliSc, and finally entering the 
city of Mexico in triumph, and realizing all the pecu- 
liarities of its buildings and its people. So vividly 
is every scene painted that a stranger, "with the 
volume a3 his guide, might trace the entire route of 
the American army through Mexico, locate every 
bivouac, and comprehend every manosuvre or military 
movement. The publishers feel assured that this 
commendation of the volume will be verified by every 
intelligent reader of its pages. 
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AUTOBIOORAPHY 

ENGLISH SOLDIER IN THE U. S. AKMY. 

OHAPTEK L 
I nrrivo in H"ow Yort, and make eevaral otrange acquaintances. 



I LEFT borne for the United States in tte summer of 184S, 
for the same reason that jearly aends so many thousands 
there, want of employment. I had both read and heard a 
good deal abont America, and knew that monej could not 
be picked up in the sU'eets there, any more than at home ; but 
I was scarcely prepared to flndtlie scramble for the means of 
living so fierce and incessant, as I found it in New York. 

Being a handloom weaver, I called on several persons be- 
longing to that business, and from the same town as myself, 
Paisley, in the west of Scotland. They told me they had to 
work very bard to earn three dollars and a half, or at most, 
four dollars a week; while loom rent and other expenses, 
with loss of time, changing and putting in new sorts of work, 
reduced their wages to an average of less than three dollai-s, 
or about twelve shillings a week. There were some weavei-s 
in carpet factori^ in rbiladelphia they told me, and also a 
few in New York, who earned five or six dollars a week ; but 
only a few could find emplojTnent at these places, which 
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were also subject to periods of stagnation of business, when 
tlie Mst of living soon exliausted the savings of those who 
were provident enough to save a little for a rainy day. They 
generally, whde mtormmg me of plenty of places where I 
might find employment at weaving such as it was advised 
me to tiy and find employ nent as a labouier j r fere i^ 
which some of them declared the r infe t on of do ng as 
soon as thej had fii shel the r n^igements 

While walking along the wharfe at the E^st V ve ne 
morning, my attent was arre te 1 by a pi a 1 alx e one 
of the shops which iront Brooklyn, &tatmg, in the usual 
Brobdignagian typography of these announcements, that one 
hundred able-bodied men were wanted for whaling. Appli- 
cants were directed to waJk np stairs. With a vague idea 
that possillj a South ''ei voyage might answer my peculiar 
situation, I w^ked uj and presented myself to a man whom 
1 found sittmg at a desk in a large room, bai-ely furnished, 
and very dirty I aake 1 hun if he could inform me as to the 
terms of engag ment. I can't do anything else," he re- 
plied, as he £; t Tij fi m his desk, and coming close up to 
me, asked if I m ant to j in the money-making business of 
whaling. He wis a si lall cadaverous looking being, with 
sandy hair, sallow complexion, and red eyes that glittered like 
a ferret's, as you caugiit an occasional glimpse of them from 
behind a pmr of green spectacles. I told him in reply, that 
I was out of employment, and not particularly nice iis to 
■what I tried, if I were able for it, and it promised tolerable 
pay. " Ah !" sa:^ he, " Stranger, I guess you are in a par- 
ticular all fir'd streak of good luck ; we are nearly filled up, 
that is a fact, but if you are in good health — let me just look 
at yjur arm," he continued, as he seized hold of one, feeling 
it up to the shoulder for the purpose of testing its muscular 
condition. Being satisfied with his examination, appaiently, 
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lie aslceii me if I was an American citizen. I told him I was 
not, kaviiig only arrived in tlie countiy a few weeks before. 
" Tkat is no matter," said he, winking one of the ferret eyes, 
" I can fix that right away." He then congratulated me 
upon being in a fair way to make roy fortune, .and informed 
me that the m.en employed in whaling were paiJl by shares, 
which tliey called lays, and that their wages were propor- 
tionate to their lucfc. He had known a yomig man have 
eight hundred, or a thousand dollars for his share, or lay, in 
a voyage that did not last over eighteen months. A whale 
ship would have veiy bad luck if the men aboard of her did 
not clear three or four hundred dollars a year. Bad health 
alone, be said, had prevented him from going a voyage or 
two ; and so he went on with a great deal more to the same 
effect, most of which I thought too good to he true. Thank- 
ing him, however, for his information, and promising to call 
again aft«r thinking the matter over, I left the ofBce, I can't 
deny that his statements made a considerable impression on 
me at the time, though of course I believed that he gi'eatly 
esa^erated. Still it is probable that I would have doubled 
Oape Hom m one of these whalers, perhaps touching at 
Nukulieva, and a few of the islanils in that vicinity, and real- 
izing some of those scenes of enchantment of which the 
inimitable Herman Melville has given such charming and 
graphical descriptions m his Typee and Omoo, but for the 
following incident 

Going down the steps from the office, I met in the street 
one of the sailors of the ship in which I had arrived, a fine 
old fellow with whom I had often had a chat during the pas. 
sagt. After the usual salutations, he asked me if I would 
help him to " splice the main brace," the nautical phrase for 
taking a glass of grog. 1 assented, and while taking a glass 
and a cigar together, he confidentially informed me that he had 
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OF A SOLllIES Ilf llEXICO. 

considered me a Ohrisfian eTer since tlie fourth of July. My 
claim to tliis high character, which the old follow I suppose 
considered perfectly valid, rested on the following rather slen- 
der foundation ;— The night preceding the fourth of July had 
been wet and stormy, the wind hlowing a pretty stiff gale. In 
the morning, the crew having heen on deck all night, were 
tired, cold, and wot ; and the vessel l>eing on the temperance 
principle, they had no grog, at which they grumbled sadly. 
The sailors were mostly Americans, and the fourth of July, tlie 
anniversary of the Deckration of Independence, being held 
as a day of jubilee and general festivity in the States, the 
contrast suggested to their minds by their present condition, 
made them feel the deprivation more acutely. I had brought 
a small stock of whiskey with me, and not requiring it for 
my own use, I served out an allowance to each man ; t!iu3 
cheaply earning the reputation of a Christian. He proceeded 
to acquaint me with his having " sliipped " in a vessel which 
was to sail in a few days for the East Indies. He had drawn 
a month's pay in advance, for the purpose of having a. spree, 
as he was going on a long voyage. " Look here, matey," said 
be, " I have a few of the shiners left yet," and pulling a hand- 
ful of silver from his pocket, he insisted that I should tjike 
part of it.' I thanked him for bis offer, which I said I would 
cheerfully accept if I required it. " Avast there, mate," said 
he, " did I not see you coming out of a land-shart'a office 
there on the whaif ?" I acknowledged having gone into an 
office there, telling the object of my visit, and repeated part 
of the statements made by the shippng agent. "I thought 
so," said Jack, with a sneer, " but listen to me, lad." He then 
gave me a history of his own experience on board a whaler, 
with a number of anecdotes gathered from different mesa- 
mates, all tending to show that it was a life of great hardship, 
with very poor wages. He strongly advised me to look for 
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INDU DEMENTS I 



Bome other sort of employment, and as to sharing hia money, 
if I didn't it was all the same, he could pitch it into the rivur ; 
he never carried any money on board with him when going 
on a long voyngo. As I was not greatly above the want of 
a little pecimiary assistance, though not quite destitute of 
resources, having a good suit of clothes, and other ai-ticles 
easily convertible into money at my lodgings, I accepted a 
dollar from him as a loan. I did this the more readily, as I 
saw he would be grievously offended should I persist in re- 
fusing his kind offer. " Ay, ay," said the honest and warni- 
heai'ted old felJow, as we shook hands at parting, "you and 
I may happen to meet some other time, when your luck's 
better thaa mine. If we don't, and you should ever see a 
messmate on his beam ends, give him a lift, God bless you, 
and it will do all the same." 

My interview with this honest fellow having dia^patLJ 
any idea I had previously entertained of going to sea in a 
whaler, I strolled about for the remainder of the day, medi- 
tating on my future prospects, which presented a rather 
cheerless aspect at this juncture. Having served for a eon- 
Biderable time in the English army, from which I had 
purchased my discharge about five years previously, I finallv 
resolved, as a sort of last resource, to try five years in the 
American service. The bills advertising for recruits, stated, 
that a few enterprising young men, of good character, were 
wanted for the service of the United States ; and promised 
good treatment, as far as physieaJ comfort was concerned, 
being somewhat to the following effect :— That soldiers of 
the United States' seri'ice were provided with good quarters, 
an ample sufficiency of good and wholesome diet, an abun- 
dant supply of clothing, and in case of sickness, the most 
careful attendance, and the most skilful medical aid. Tlie 
statement concluded with the amount of money which could 
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be saved liy sergeant, oorpoi 1 r jinit duim/ tlu,u- 
period of five years' aerviue m ymg ft m foui to se^en 
hundred dollars. 

It was about the middle of August, 1845 that I cilled 
at the recruiting office in Cedar fctrt,et, foi tho ju po e ot 
enlistiBg. The sergeant in el arge f tit e&tabhslimi.Tit, 
having asked me if I liad been m the Bntiali service to 
which I replied in the affirmative, said m that case he was 
afrmd thej- could not ealist me, as they had lately leeeived 
an order from Washington to that effect , dcseiteia fiom {he 
British servic* having generally turned out bad soldiers. As 
I saw he was under the impression tliat 1 was a deserter, I 
explained that I had purchased my discharge, which I could 
produce if required. This, he said, altered tlie case ; he was 
going to the recruiting officer's quarters, and if I had no objec- 
tion he would take me along with him. I went with him, and 
was soon ushered into the presence of Lieutenant Burke, a tall 
handsome man, with fine expressive dark eyes, and large black 
whiskers, but a rather melancholy cast of countenance. He 
became Captain Burke soon after, in consequence of the war 
in Mexico, which caused considerable promotion among the 
officers for some time ; but he did not live to enjoy it, being 
killed at the battle of Churubusco, outside of the city of 
Mexico, in August, 1847, about two years after my enlistment. 
After asking me a few questions, he said he would be glad to 
have me if I passed the surgeon's esamination, and could 
procure a document to show that I had been dischai^ed 
from the British service. I accordingly went to my lodgings, 
and returned with my certificate of discharge, which he 
slightly glanced over, and remarking that it was quite satis- 
factory, directed the sergeant to go with me to the inspecting 
surgeon. I then underwent an examination similar to that 
which recruits undergo when enlisted in the British service. 
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and immediately after, WPiit Ti ith (lip spi^r mt tf tlie ofh^e 
of a magistrate, and took the usual oath tf allogiance 

Being a soldier onee more and ilesuous oi aacertainmjf 
the actual condition of one in tlit, Aiatrnan service as soon 
aa possible, I asted the seigeint ivheii it would be requisite 
for me to be ready to gc over to tro^tmci a Ishud Tlui 
is a small ialand in the Manhattan Bay whi,re recimta -uo 
stationed until sent to join thi„ii lespeLtive rej,imenta It is 
rather more than a mile in circumferenpe and about a mile 
from the hatteiy. The seigeant who seemed i civil fellow 
said that I might eitlier go over in the gainaon loat at sun 
set that evening, or if I had anything tj amngo m J> w 
York, I might defer going over until next evening Ho 
advised me to sell my clothes, and purch-sse old on s 1 1 
Hew York, aa I would get almost nothing foi goo 1 clothes 
in the island, and would have no oppoitiinity of com b^ o^ er 
to sell them, as recruits after landing never obtained per- 
missipn to leave the island until sent, to join their regi- 
ments. I followed his advice with regard to the clothes, for 
which a purchaser was easily found, replacing them with a 
light linen jacket, and chip hat, which cost a mere trifle, hut 
were good enough to throw away in a day or two, when I 
should put on aoldier'a uniform. I alao aold my trunk, and 
a few other ailicles which, as a soldier, I had neither much 
uae for, nor convenient means of carrying ; and being desiroua 
of going over the same evening, I then returned to the 
recruiting office. 

At sunset the sergeant accompanied me and two other 
recruits down to the boat, which lay in front of Castle 
Garden. The garrison boat was a large, handsome, and 
neatly painted cutter, rowed by six soldiers, with a corpora] 
acting as coxswain. Seated in the stem of the boat were a 
couple of young officers smoking cigars. They were proba- 
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biy oliagrined at having been detained a ntiirato or two 
while we were coming down, for oae of them called out m a 
petulant tone to us, to jump in and be damned. I looked 
with a little sui'prise at the would-be aristocrat specimen of 
equal rights who had spoken, and could perceive that he had 
the apology of youtJi and inexperience, being little mora 
than a boy. One of the recruits muttered loud enough to 
be heard by the gentleman, who stared and coloured, but 
perhaps tbouglit it prudent to decline a reply, " Faith and 
there's many a strong word comes off a weak stomach." 

The evening was delightful, and in a few minutes we were 
landed on the wharf at Governor's Island. The other two 
recruits and myself were shown to a tent, where we were to 
sleep for the night. We found tliat it contained only two 
straw mattresses, and two blankets, but as the weather was 
very wai'm, we slept that uiglit very comfortably. 
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CHAPTER U. 

My irat experience as an Ameiican soldier, and attendnnce at uiili' 
tar J punishment 

We were roused next raoming by the reveille, which ia 
always heat a little before suniiae. Having got up with the 
assistance of a good-natured recruit who happened to look 
into our tent, we rolled up our mattresses, and folded the 
blankets according to regulation, and then, falling into the 
ranks formed in front of the t«nts, we answered to our names 
as they were called by the sei^eant who had charge of us. 
AH hands were then distributed in separate parties, each 
party in charge of a corporal, to " police" or clean round the 
garrison. A portion of this duty, at which the reeniits 
grumbled loudly, and which I soon learned was one of seve- 
ral standing grievances of which they eomplmned, was being 
sent to the barrack-square, where a company, called the per- 
manent company, were stationed. As the recruits lay in 
tents outside, and at a considerable distance from the T^ar- 
raoks, they naturally felt indignant at the unjust degradation 
to which they were subjected, in being compelled every 
morning to act as a scavenging commission for the perma- 
nent company. The refusal to obey orders, caused by this 
foolish regulation, was the means of many of the recruits 
being confined in the gnard-house while I was on the island. 
At six o'clock we were assembled and formed into squads for 
drill ; we were then drilled until seven, when we were dis- 
missed. 
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At half-past seven o'clock, at beat of drum, ive again fell 
into the ranks, having our leatbera stocks on, and jackets 
buttoned up to tlie collar. The roll was agaiji called, after 
which we were marched to the cook-house to breakfa^L It 
is a rule in the American service that soldiers shall breakfast, 
dine, and sup in the cook-house, a very absurd and inconve- 
nient regulation, for which I never heaid any satisfactory 
reason assigned. Our breakfast consisted of six ounces of 
bread, a slice of salt pork, and a pint of weak unpalatable 
coffee, totally innocent of the useless exti'avagance of milk, 
instead of which we were permitted to season our sumptuous 
(are witi vinegar at discretion, a large black bottle full of 
tliat condiment being placed at ea«h end of the table. 

Before commencing, and as I was about to sit down to my 
first breakfast on Governor's Island, a recruit, Sawney, belong- 
ing to New -York, one of the " bhoys," as they delight in 
being called, and a recognised and privileged wit among ttie 
recruits, volunteered to ask a blessing. It was evidently a 
preconcerted arrangement with -several of his influential 
friends, who used all their address, and a considerable degree 
of esei-fion to obtain silence. Having finally succeeded, 
Sawney rose with a face of the utmost gravity, and com- 
menced a profane and irreverent parody. He concluded by 
d— — g att those infernal sqoundrels who rob poor soldiers of 
their rations ; amen. " Sawney, get up, and go to the guard- 
house," said a sergeant who entered as he sat down, after 
finishing this singular grace. " Ay, ay," grumbled Sawney, 
*I expected as much; I said how it would be. If a poor 
devil wants to be ever ao reli^ous, it's no use a trying of it 
here. I snppMs that's what you call liberty of conscience in 
this blessed free republic of ours. Hang me if it is'not 
enough to make a man-curse Washington, or his old grand- 
motber even." So saying, and swallowing his indignation 
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INSPECTION, ANB DRILL. 19 

along with a gulp of the wretched coffee, and taking hia 
bread in his tand, amidst the sympathy of his admiring 
fi'iends, he walked off to the Guard Hause, muttering curses, 
not loud but deep. 

After breakfast, the sergeant in charge of the recruits took 
me and the two others who came over on the previous even- 
ing to the clotliing store, where each received the following 
ai-ticles of clothing. A forage cap, leather stock, jacket, and 
trousers of coarse blue cloth, two cotton shirts, two pairs of 
socks, one pair of half boots, a blanket, a greatrcoat, a knap- 
sack, and a havresack. Haring brushed our clothes, cleaned 
the metal buttons of our jackets, and polished our boots, at 
10 o'clock, we again fell into the ranks for inspection and 
drill. After a minute inspection by the officer who had us 
in charge, to see that we were smart and clean in oui appear- 
ance, we were formed into a number of separate squads for 
drill ; those who had joined earliest, and consequently were 
the most forward with their drill, hciug placed in the first 
aqiiad, and so on in succession. The other two recruits, 
Murphy and Finnegan, and myself, were turned over to a 
corporal named Bright, to he taught tlie preliminary steps of 
a soldier's drill, as " the positiou of a soldier," or the manner 
in which a soldier should stand in the ranks; "the facings," 
or mode of turning on the heels to the right or left, with 
slow marching, and a few of those things which usually com- 
mence the course of instruction with recruits. 

Corpoi'al Bright, who was an Irishman by birth, was a 
United States soldier by profession, and long custom. He 
had served tJiree enlistments, and entered on the fourth. He 
was a stout, punchy, little fellow, rather round-sliouldei'ed, 
slightly bowlegged, nose earbuncled, and portending an addic- 
tion to strong potations. In addition, he had a veiy decided 
squint from a paii' of dull, grey, and glassy- looking orbs, 
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wliicli, 33 Finuegan wlwii criticising Ms persona! appearance 
remarked, " stuck out of tho cratLur's head lite tlie eyes of 
a l)oiled cod fiah." Notwithstanding tJiesc slight drawbacks, 
Corporal Bright had im idea tliat lie was a very hiindsoiiio 
Mid well-mada maa, and on this account became the imcon- 
scioTia butt of all the reci-uita he got to drill, " Murphy, arrali 
had luck to you for an awkward-looking omadhaun," he would 
call out, " can't you hold up your big head, and look me 
straight in the eyes!" {Murphy aside) — "liethehokcy, my 
bright-looking customer, and that's ivkat I defy mortial man 
to' do." Corporal Bright {marching in front), " Look at me 
now MiiTphy, and yonreelf too Finnegan ; there now, do yez 
iver see me duck my head like a gandher going undei' a gate 
or bent two double like some old Judy going to a wake !" 
Finnegan (aside) — " Faith, an it's a Jndy you make of yourself 
sure enough, you coDsated crathur." Corporal Bright {ad- 
dressing his squad), " Be my sowl, I'm ashamed of yez for 
counthiymen; aland at ease ; ni just march a few paces in 
front now to show yez how yez ought to march ; now if yez 
plase win yez take a patthern." So saying, he woidd step 
off, and mardi twenty or thirty paces to the front, with snch 
a ludicroiTS imitation of the beau ideal gi'aceful ease, and dig- 
nified carriage of body which he recommended, as to some- 
times prove rather too much for the gravity of his piipila. 
These perfoi-mances ke would intersperse with a few instruc- 
tions, and self-laudatory remarks, such as, " Hiere now, do 
yez pei'saive the difierenee, can't yez cany yer shoulders 
back, yer beads ereck, and mai'ch as you peraaive I do, as 
bould as a Hon, and as straight as a ramrod." Finnegan 
(aside) — "Arrah,look at the gommagh, with the airs and 
consate of him, marching in front there as bould as Julius 
Cfesar; sure it's a holy show the unfortunate cratlier makes 
ov himself with his • straight as a ranu'od ;' faitli, the ramrod 
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that's no sti'aigliter than yoii, would do to load the gun that 
slioota round the comer. Murphy (aside in reply), " Faix, 
but it's the beautiful cook they spoiled, when they made the 
same fellow a corporal ; he could have one eye up the chim- 
ney, and the other in the pot at the same time." Such is a 
iakA atefch of Corporal Bright and his squad of recruits, on 
the drill ground at Govei-nor's Island. 

Having been well drilled while serving in the British 
army, I found no difficulty iu acquiring my drill on the 
island, the systems of English and American drill bemg 
essentially the same. I thei'efore escaped a good deal of 
that annoyance to which recruits are often subject, upon 
first joining the army, and which frequently proceeds from 
the Ignorance or bad temper of the non-commissioned ofiicer 
appointed to diill them. The proper combination of intelli- 
gence, firmuess, and mildness of manner, requisite to foi-m a 
good drill instraetor, is of rare occurrence, and owing to this 
cause, many a young and high spirited recruit, discouraged 
and fretted by the bullying and blustering tone of those who 
ought to be his patient instructors, is tempted to desert the 
service, when, with proper treatment, he might have been 
made a good and efficient soldier. 

At half-past eleven o'clock the squads were dismissed, 
and the greater part of the recruits who possessed money, 
or had credit at the sutler's store, went over to it to buy 
crackers and cheese, pies and other eatables, and to drink 
cider, ginger, and root beer, all of which articles, with 
tobacco, and several other neoerearies, were sold there at the 
shght advance of 100 per cent, upon the price at which 
similar commodities could be purchased in New Totrfe. 

The sutler's store is a shop kept in every gaiiison, and ia 
somewhat similar to a canteen in the British service, only 
the suUer'a stores are prohibited from selling spirits. Ke 
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cruits, on arriving at tlie island, were allowed credit in 
tlte sutler's store to the amount of two doilai-s, which sum, 
or fie amount taken by the recniit, was remitted by the 
captain of his company on the first pay-day after he'joined 
his regiment. Those recruits who had exhausted their 
credit at the store, either went to their tents, or lay stretched 
on the gi'ass, under the fine shady trees that ornamented tJie 
parade ground, reading, dozing, or smoking, and chatting, 
according to their various inclinations. 

At twelve o'clock flie dinner call beat, a fifer and drum- 
mer phiying the regulation luue, " the Eoast Beef of Old 
England." We again fell into the ranks, buttoned up as at 
breaifast roll-call, and having answered our names were 
marched to the cook-house to dinner. This meal consisted 
of six ounces of bread, a slice of salt pork, and a basin 
of bean soup. This compound was very salt, and very fat, 
and contained a quantity of half-boiled beans. I have 
seen some strange and rather unmviting dishes, both before 
and since, but never anything so utterly unpalatable as the 
bean-soup of Govemor's Island. A few of the more 
verdant of the recruits occasionally swallowed a portion 
of it, under the false impression that it -was a species 
of milltaiy soup, wliich might possess some hidden nutri- 
tious virtues, tJiough so singularly uninviting in taste and 
appearance. For this venial error, however, they were 
pretty sure to suffer a moderate degree of penance, until led 
by experience to see their mistake. The old and more 
experienced hands, usually preferred to wash down their dry 
victuals with a drink of water, so that tlie quantity of 
Spartan broth, and salt pork, daily left on the dinner table 
of the recruits, was qnite enormous, a fact easily cited to 
refute any complaint of an insufficient dietary. 

At three o'clock we again fell in for drill, and were 
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witb cheap food, a standard . gi'ieyaiice with the soldiers 
should be the manner in which they are fed ; it is a fact 
nevertheless, quite notorious to every soldier who has ever 
served in tlie Americau army. 

After supper, we usually had an interval of rest until nine 
o'clock. " Now came in the sweet of the night," while tiie 
old and sedate portion of the recruits strolled along the 
foot-walks that intersect, and surround the island, or sat in 
small parties conversing in front of their tents, the younger 
and more volatile among them engaged in a variety of 
pastimes and amusements. Foot-ball, leaping, wr^tling, 
foot racing, leap-frog, throwing the stone, or dancing when 
music could be procui-ed, were a few of the more prominent 
of the diversions commonly resorted to. Later in the evening, 
after having answered our names at retreat, which was beat 
precisely at sunset, groups assembled round the tent doors, 
to smoke, chat, tell tales, or sing songs. Nigger songs or the 
broadly humorous, formed the staple of these social enter- 
tainments, except with the German portion of the recruits, 
who, having been taught to sing in their national schools, 
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h 1 a<?q dine tin 1 a d s ta t for music of a 
rather supo o qualitj liieyge e llj ai a iged, tlieiefore, 
a supi ate i a ty fomuu^ a e y j leas ng concert among 
thenibel e by ng n^ their nat onal so gs ; tltese, when 
L ^ d a little 1 tan e oft o a st U venmg, had a very 
beaut ful and hi noii ous eflect At nine cloct we fell in, 
to in wer our n m s at tattoo roll call when the drums and 
fifes played a few merry tunes, after which the roll was called 
and we were then dismissed to bed. About fifteen minutes 
were then suffered to elapse, when the drummer beat three 
distinct taps on the drum, at wWeh signal eveiy light in tents 
or quartera had to be extinguished, and the most strict 
eilenee preserved, on pain of the offender being sent to the 
guard-house — the immediate punishment for all wilful infrac- 
tions of the rules of the service. Such is a summary of one 
day, and, with but slight variations, of every day of the 
three weeks I spent on Governor's Island. 

I had been upon the island about a week, when a large 
draft of recruits was ordered to Texas, where ttey were to 
join different regiments, preparing for that expedition to the 
frontier, which resulted in involving the United States in the 
war with Mexico. The popular feeling in the United States, 
at that period, seemed to be strongly in favor of a war. 
Texas had just been annexed, and the papers teemed with 
paragraphs calculated to rouse the war spirit, dwelling on 
the indignities offered to the States by the Mexican Govem- 
roent ; especially in refusing to pay certain indemnities 
claimed by American citizens, for injuries received by them 
from Mexican civil functionaries, in their trading relations 
with that nation. In the meantime tie refusal of Mexico 
to recognize the independence of Texas, or to listen to any 
statement of American grievances, with the circumstance bf 
her having an aimy on the Rio Grande, showed that she 
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was careless how she provoked the coming struggle, ivhich 
Kho probably now began to consider inevitable ; and tended 
to show that hostilities would soon break out between the 
sister republics. 

I cannot say how far the near piiispect of a war may have 
operated upon the minds of recruits to cause desertion, but 
certainly the number of desertions at the period I speak 
of was very great. This crime I had imagined would be 
almost unknown, or of very rare occurrence in this army, 
where the period of service was limited to five years, and 
which professed to treat its soldiers so liberally on all other 
points. But the practice of putting all recruits who join at 
Governor's Island dining the summer months, into tents, 
where lliey are roasted as if in an oven during the day, and 
frequently drenched with wet, and starved with cold during 
the nigtt, must produce a degree of disgust to the serrice in 
the mind of the recruit at the very outset. For a tent, 
though excellent accommodation to the soldier on a campaign 
(especially if one has been compelled to rough it for a week 
or two occasionally with the blue vault or the black sky for a 
canopy), is a miserable substitute for a substantial barracks. 
And it certainly must produce a rather unpleasant impres- 
sion on the recruit, to reflect, that probably the most misera- 
ble loafer in New York is in a more comfortable lodging 
than himself It is to this practice, together with t!ie con- 
finement to the island, and the wretched system that prevails 
in regard to their food, tliat much of the desertion among 
the recruits is to be attributed. la fact, thronghout the 
American service generally, desei-tion, though the only offence 
for which the disgraceful punishment of flogging is permitted 
ty the military code, is not looked upon ia the light of a 
crime by the soldier. This is principally owing to the con- 
viction tliat they are not treated justly. No great amount 
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OF A SOLDIEK IS MKXItTO. 

of logic is required to perceive tliat a contraet, to l>e binding 
must bind Ijotli parties; but it would take a good deal to 
convinoe tbe aoldiec, that he is bound to observe an oath 
which he has taken nnder certain impKed conditions, which 
he finds are not observed. 

The common method adopted by tie recruits who wished 
to desert from Governor's Island, was to engage a boat to 
come over in the night time to take tbem off, while otliers 
trusted themselves and their fortunes to a single plank in 
the following manner. Watching when the tide was setting 
into th« harbour, they fastened theii- clothes to a plank, and 
by swimming and holding on to it while they directed its 
course, with the asaiatance of it and the tide, they easily 
reached New York, or Brooklyn, One morning we missed 
two large tubs which we had made by sawing a hogshead 
in two, and which always stood at the pump, being used as 
washtubs by the recruits, who were under die necessity of 
scouring their own Jinen on the island. Many and various , 
were the conjectures as to the missing utensils, until some 
one suggested the probability of their having been used to 
ferry over the two recruits who were reported absent that 
morning. This smmise was soon after con&med by one of 
the permanent company who had been in New York on the 
previous night, and who stated, that he Lad seen tw n 11 
strange-looking craft, answering to our d ^npt n of the 
missing tubs, paddling, m the gray t« 1 It f the n o n 
alongside one of the wharfs in New Y k 1 th e s 
little doubt that their adventurous nav ^at rs eff t«d ata 
lauding. 

A rather ludicrous circumstance happened to a captain of 
a schooner who picked up one of thtse deserters in the bay. 
The deserter had left (rovernor's Island <in a pknk, and 
having miscalculated the run of the tide, ho was rapidly 
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drifting out to sea, wlien lie was seen and picked up by tha 
suhooner. It would seem, however, that the poor fellow had 
only escaped one danger to run into another, for. the captain, 
on questioning him, and finding that he was a deserter, not 
J)eing of those who think that a good action is its own 
reward, resolved upon obtaining the more tangible one of 
thii-ty dollars, the sum paid for the apprehension of a deser- 
ter, by delivering him up to the authorities as soon as they 
should arrive at New York. However, he concealed his 
design from his intended victim, to whom he appeared ex- 
ceedingly kind and attentive, giving him a good stiff glass 
of grog, and some dry clothes, to wear until his own were 
dried. On arriving at the wharf he told him he had busi- 
ness ashore, and recommended him to stay where he was 
until evening, as there was danger of his being apprehended 
should ho go on shore in daylight. At all events ho was 
not to think of going till he should return. So saying, and 
locking the cabin door upon the deserter, he went off to Go- 
's Island to procure a party of soldiers for his appre- 



Meanwhile the deserter was not idle or asleep, and having 
"smelt a rat" from the captain's manner, especially from the 
circumstance of his having lockgd the cabin door, he resolved 
upon turning the tables upon him. The result of this reso- 
lution was, that on the return of the captain with a party of 
soldiers, he found that not only had he lost his trouble, but 
that during his absence his chest had been broken open, 
and a considerable sum of money, together with a valuable 
silver lever watch, had been abstracted by the miserable- 
looking wretch on whom he had calculated for turning in 
thirty dollars. Tlie captain, who looked extremely fooliih, 
had evidently caught a Tartar instead of a deserter, being 
minus sixty, instead of plus tliirty dollars, and in place of 
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receiving sympathy was lauglicd at by all who heard tho 
Btory, What added, flavour to the jest among the recruits, 
was the curious, half-witted, and simple looks of the deserter, 
who was generally considered deficient in intellect, but who 
clearly proved himself more rogue than fool upon this occa- 

In order to check the frequency of desertion, great efforts 
were made to apprehend some of the soldiers in the act of 
escaping from the island, for the purpose of inflicting a pun- 
ishment that might deter others from following their ex- 
ample. At length, having succeeded in apprehending two 
who were trying to cross in a smaSl' boat to Brooklyn, tho 
commanding officer immediately caused a court-mai-tia! to 
be summoned for their trial; and after the lapse of a few 
days, during which the proceedings of the com't were sent to 
the commander-in-chief for his approval, the prisoners were 
brought out on parade to receive sentence and puniahment. 
Both of tlieni having been proved gniity of the crime of 
desertion, were sentenced to "undergo the infliction of^^a 
corporal punishment of fifty lashes on the bare baek with a 
raw cowhide, and fttrther to have their heads shaved, and be 
drummed out of the service with ignominy." 

They were young and good-looking men, one of them a 
native of the States, the other a German, and both received 
their punishment, which was inhumanly severe, with admira- 
ble fortitude. A number of the recruits were compelled to 
fall out of the ranks and go to tho rear, owing to a sensation 
of faintness caused by witnessing this exhibition of modern 
torture. This is a common occurrence with young men, 
both officers and soldiers, many of whom seem to suffer 
nearly as much as the recipient, at witnessing these barba- 
rous punishments for tlio first time. Fifty lashes is the full 
estent of corporal punishment that can be inflicted in th* 
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Ainorican army, and tliat only for tke crime of desertion; 
but as far as physical suffering is concerned, cr the damage 
done to the constitution by that inhuman mode of punish- 
ment, fifty lashes with a' cowhide are fuUy equivalent to 
three hundred with a cat, such as is used in the Britislj 

After being flogged, the prisoners were marched back to 
the guardhouse, where they had their heads shaved bare, in 
pursuance of their sentence. Next morning they were 
brought out to the parade-ground under the charge of a file 
of the guard, and ma-ehed from thence round the garrison, 
a fifer and drummer playing a tune specially used on these 
occasions called the " Eogues' March," being the same tune 
used in the British service on a like occasion. They were 
then marched down to the wharf, and sent over in tlio 
gamson boat to K'ew York. A subscription was secretly 
got up, and several dollars collected for them among the 
recruits, by whom their condition was generally commiserat- 
ed, though some of them did not hesitate to say that they 
considered them lucky fellows, and had better be flogged 
and drummed out, than shot up in Texas or Mexico, 
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CHAPTER III. 

Embartiiti JO Si, the Bntterj — Tanke" opnion of "^uUiers — Fort 
Adama — New Conirad'-' — Defeats of Orj;anizatioa — Routine of 
Diitiea — Life m Quarters. 

AsouT the latter end of the month of August a draft of 
forty recruits were ordeied to Fort At!«na,nhode Island, 
to complete two companies of artiUeiy stationed theie I 
had the good fortune to be included in the number selected 
for this draft, and was happy at any prospect which promised 
a relief from the disagreeable confinement of Governor's Island. 
About five o'clock on the evening of the thirty-first August 
■wo got on board a sloop belonging to the garrison, which 
landed us at the Custom-house wharf near the battery. There 
we wore met by a crowd of idlers, who gathered round us, 
curious to have a look at the soldiers who they imagined 
were ordered to Texas to fight the Mexicans ; the most trivial 
movement of troops being magnified into an event by the 
rumour of the approaching war with Mexico. We maiv^hed 
round th« Battery to the wharf on the North Eivcr, where 
we went on board a steamboat, and shortly after started 
amidst the cheers of a crowd of urchins, several of these pre- 
cocious juveniles, apparently not more than ten years of age, 
shouting with intensity of glee at the idea of the fun, " 
won't they give the Mexicans hell ?" But, " as the old cock 
crows, the young one learns," as the old proverb has it. 

For some time after starting, v/% amused ourselves by ad- 
miring the delightful villas and beautiful scenery of both the 
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MaahatUiii and Long Island side of tlie clianiiel, which 
glowed in the rich mellow colouring of tlie autumnal Bim- 
set lite the realms of a fairy land. But evening soon closed 
over 113, and as we were at our destination early next morn- 
ing, we had little opportunity of seeing much of the scenery 
on our voyage, however much we might have been disposed 
to admire it. Our men were dii'eeted hy the officer in com- 
mand of our party to keep together in the fore part of the 
boat during the night, and to sleep on the deck in the best 
manner we could. As tlie night air at that season of the 
year was beginning to feel rather cold, we gnimbled a little 
at this arrangement, but there vi-as no help for it. The boat 
was full of passengers, a few of whom occasionally entered 
familiarly iato conversataoa with the soldiers, and showed 
their good breeding by various acts of civility and kindness. 
But we could scarcely help remarking that the majority of 
them seemed to look upon us in the light of a degraded 
caste, and seemed to think that there was contiimination iu 
the touch of a soldier ; for it is a singular fact that though 
Jonathan is so vain of his military prowess, and a little too 
apt to boast of the wonderful exploits of those armies of his 
that can whip all creation so easily, it is only in the collec- 
tive terra, or as an abstract idea ; he is exceedingly shy of the 
individuals who compose it. In reply to some casual obser- 
vation made by a fellow passenger upon our appearaaee on 
board, 1 chanced to overhear an old fellow of most vinegar- 
looking aspect drily remark, " Ay, ay ! they are a fine set 
of candidates for the States prison." I was standing partly 
couched by some boxes that stood upon deck, and to do the 
old fellow justice, I believe he did not intend that his remark 
should reach a soldier's ears : however, I could not reast tho 
impulse of t!ie moment which prompted me to repeat for his 
edification Sir John's reply to Prince Hal, when criticising 
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his soldiers rather too curiously, " Tut, tut, good enougls to 
toss, food for powder, food for powder ; they'll fill a pit aa 
well as better : tush, man, mortal men, moita] men," My 
quotation, while it rather took the old follow by sui-piise, and 
raised a smilo among a few of the surrounding passengers, 
had the more substantial effect of being the means of pro- 
curing me a good bed that night ; a luxury which I believe I 
was the only one of the party who «ijoyed. A young gen- 
tleman oyerhearing fie conversation, in whom I afterwards 
discovered an enthusiastic admirer of the " Mighty Poet," in- 
vited me to take a glass of brandy. We afterwards engaged 
in a conversation, which being enlivened and promoted by 
an occasional tribute to Bacchus and a fresh supply of cigars, 
lasted until pretty !ate in the night. Upon getting np to go to 
bed, and learning that I was to sleep on deck, he said, that 
must be a mistake, hut he would rectify it : and going to the 
steward, he immediately returned with a ticket for a berth, 
which he gave me, nor would he hear of thanks for his kind- 
ness ; insisting that it cost him nothing, and tliat the circum- 
stance of tEe soldiers sleeping on deck must have ori^nated 
in a mistake. I hardly knew what to think of it at tiie time, 
but afterwards upon reflection I felt convinced that he had 
paid: the steward for the accommodation, which he wished to 
offer me in this delicate inannei. Bidding him a friendly 
good night, I availed myself of my ticket hj going down 
below, where I found a good bed, and slept comfortably until 
roused by beat of drum nest morning. On getting upon 
deck r found we were near our destination, being opposite 
Fort Adams, which is about a mile from the town of New- 
port, where we landed, but as the road from Newport to the 
Fort skirts a deep bay, we found the distance by land about 
three miles. 

We had now reached the head-quarteis of our regimen*. 
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serving there. He then asked me how long I had served, 

where stationed, and in what regiment, and, after making 

_rae walk about a little and extend my arms, dismissed me. 

I admired his aeuteness in thus telling at a glance that I 

had served in the British army, for as our names were not 

call&l as we entered, ho could not have ascertained the fact 

except fro b t Tl It f the examination 

was, that w w 11 nth t ^t declared fit for 

service ; in 1 (nJ t 1 li pp th t its are rejected 

on joining tl t as tl y m utely examined 

by the sur t th ti 1 1 n wh e they enlist. 

We we w to b t Id ff t espettive companies, 

an important event to the soldier, as each company forms a 
separate and distinct family, from which during his five 
years' period of service he is seldom transferred. It is true 
these companies are aO subject to the same general regu- 
lations, but their whole internal economy, discipline, and the 
genera] comfort of the men are altc^ether dependent on the 
methods adopted, and the interest manifested in its arrange- 
ments by the ofiioer intrusted with its command. Company 
K, commanded by Captain Taylor, and company I, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Capron, were tlio two compatiies 
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stationed at Fort Adams at that time. Wo were to be 
(listributed between ihese two, and the simple method o! 
taking a man alternately from tlie top to the bottom of the 
roll having been decided on as the most fair and impartial, I 
found myself at the end of the proceedings, along with nine- 
t«en more of my comrades, told off to company I. 

We were now shown to our quarters, large, arched, bomb- 
proof rooms. They were tolerably comfortable, with the 
exception of the wooden bedsteads, and the exceedingly 
disagreeable custom, still universal in the United States 
service, of sleeping two in a bed— a custom which has been 
abolished in every baitact in Great Britain, and the Colo- 
nies, to the infinite comfort of the soldier, for the last twenty 
years. The orderly, or chief sergeant of the company, a 
rank which corresponds with that of colour sergeant in the 
■ British service, told us off in twos, and appointed the beds 
we were to occupy ; affixing a label with the names of the 
occupants upon each. I happened luckily to get a very 
good comrade, the usual term for a bed-fellow in the army. 
He was an Englishman, named Bill Nutt, a regular cockney ; 
who had been brought up in London to the trade of a carver 
and gilder, by his father, once a resi>ectable mastei trades- 
man in that business there. He had iiin aw«ty from home 
when a boy, and served a three j ears' cnuse m a Biitish 
man-of-war, where he had "seen a little sirvico," havmg 
been, to use his own language "m a bit of a shindy 
with the Dutch boors at the Capo of Good Hope." Ho was a 
witty, pleasant young fellow, and a general favourite with the 
men for his cheerful tomper, and good nature. StiU, a real 
specimen of the John Bull family, he was keenly sensitive to 
any ill-natured reflections thrown upon his country, or her 
institutions. He also felt grievously annoyed at the insolent 
and impertinent tone assumed by native Americans to all 
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foreigners ; indeed I leamt that he had left several work- 
shops in New York from quari'els arising out of this circum- 
Btance. 

Company I to which I bow helonged, though nominally 
arfillery, had precisely the same duties to perform as in- 
fantry; being armed with muskets, and in every respect 
equipped and drilled in the same manner, with the 
exception of an occasional drill at the battery guns of the 
Fort. The company, after having received our draft of 
twenty recruits, consisted of si\ty men, mcludmg non-com- 
missioned officers and privates, of these, two were English) 
four Scotch, seven Germans, si\teen Americans, and the 
remainder Irish. Such was its composition at the time I 
entered, hut in the American senico a company &oon under- 
goes a change in its component parts. During the five 
yeais wliich I served, from the combined causes of deaths, 
desertions, and discharges, more than two-hundied-and-fifty 
had joined it; although its strength never exceeded one- 
hundred-and-twelve, to which it was augmented while in the 
city of Mexico, being then a light battery. The infantry 
companies were also augmented to about eighty privates 
each, during the war with Mexico. 

The short period of service in the American army has 
obvious disadvantages, Tlie men, from being so frequently 
changed, never seem to acquire that feeling of brotherly re- 
gard for one another, or any of that kindly forbearance, and 
good will, which a long acquaintance naturally produces ; 
and which helps so materially to form and promote the 
esprit du corps, which is found to animate more or less, 
according to the good or bad qualities of the officer com- 
manding, every regiment, troop, or company in the British 
service, as regards the mutual relation in which officers 
and soldiers ought to stand to each other. It has also 
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the foUciwing prejudicial effect — tho Ameiican otBcer, from 
want of a habit of strict attention to the management of hia 
company, paitly caused by the transitory interest he oiast 
feel in a perpetual cuiTent of strangers, becomes careless of 
either learning the characters, or caring for the interrats of 
hia men. Thus, freqoently tbe seeds of distrust and ill-wiL' 
are sown between the two classes ; a serious evil in the service, 
which sometimes produces a bitter result, A signal instance 
of tliis occurred at Churubusco in our Mexican campaign, of 
which I sJiall have to speak hereafter. 

We were now in better circumstances than we had been 
while on Governor's Island ; we had comfortable quarters in 
place of tents, and onr diet was considerably improved by the 
produce of a garden, which belonged to the garrison ; it 
being on ground belon^ng to the government, and planted 
and cultivated by the soldiers. The potatoes, cabbages, and 
onions, raised by their labour, formed a welcome addition to 
the rather indifferent fare furnished to the soldier by govern- 
ment. The cheapness of dairy produce, too, at Rhode Island, 
where butter was sold at ten cents, or five pence a pound, 
an 1 chee'je at one half of that piii,e enabled us to improve 
our diet al a trifling euppn^e In aMifion to this abundan e 
fish of excellent quol tj weie plentilul in the My close at 
hand where we could e i ly at any t me c itch a few trout 
rock fash flomler^ iobtttrs eels tribh and a vanefy of 
others ot a richness and fia*onr which m ght tempt the 
palate ot an epitme and whose names I ha^e forgotten at 
prp'ient, but a gr-^teful recollection of who. e menta rema ns 
m the catalogue of the good things of that pen -»L In the 
intervals between tho hours of drill we amns d ourselves by 
fi.h ng n the bay by sei bath ng or by ramtl g alout the 
conntry m the vicinity ot the girns n Somet mes ve went 
Dver to tlie town of Newport, a distance of about three miles 
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by tLe liigliway, but which a short cut through the fields 
reduced to two. To go more than a mile from the garrison 
witliout a written permission signed by an officer, is for- 
bidden by a regulation of the service, a soldier lieing liable 
to severe punishment for its infringement ; but this rule is 
not oftfin rigorously enforced, and officers seldom restrict 
their men, to any particular distance from the garrison, 
unless circumstances require it, as long as they are regular 
in their attendance on their duties, roU-ealls, and parades. 

Recruits are treated with a certain degree of indulgence 
for some time after joining the regiment, or company, to 
which they belong. They are usually excused from the per- 
formance of all duty while learning their drill, a period of 
about two or three months. When the adjutant of the 
regiment, who is responsible for its discipline, considers the 
recruit sufficiently drilled, he dismisses him from drill, and 
sends him to duty, &s it is termed ; he has then to take every 
duty in rotation. As soon as he mounts his first guard, he 
drops his title of recruit, which is thenceforth merged in that 
of soldier ; and proud of his newly acquired distinction, he 
speedily adopte the manners, customs, vices, and virtues of 
his model, to be like whom has been for some time the high- 
est object of his ambition. But if the recruit has gained in 
his own estimation by advancing to a level with the old 
soldier, he soon finds that the duties imposed upon him by 
his now petition ate a considerable drawback upon his newly 
attained dignity. In the first place he has to mount guard 
onco every fourth day on an average ; this duty commences 
at nine or ten o'clock in the morning, and terminates at the 
same hour next morning. A soldier remains on guard for 
twenty-four hours in all ordinary cases, during which he is 
not permitted to put off his clothes or accoutrements, or to 
quit his guard, even for an instant, without .permission from 
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the officers in charge of it. There are three sentries to eacb 
post, ivlto are relieved every two hours in succession ; thus 
each man is two hours on post and four hours off, giving each 
eight hours sentry during his twenty-four hours on guard. 
"When off post, he is permitted to stref«h himself upon a 
sloped wooden bench, \Tith a wooden pillow, called the gUHrd- 
bed, where Le may sleep if he chooses, being at liberty to se- 
lect the softest hoards he can find for that purpose, but strictly 
prohibited from taking off any of his accoutrements. When 
relieved from guard he cleans his musket and appointments, 
which, with an hour or two of drill, occupies his time until 

The next duty to he performed is that of " general police," 
all who came off guard on the day previous being appointed 
for that work. The principal duties of the general police are 
to clean the parade ground and the purlieus of the garrison, 
and to cut wood and carry water for the use of the officers 
and soldiers. They are under the superintendence of the 
orderiy officer, a duty which is taken in rotation by all, 
except the commanding officer of the post. The orderly 
officer has also the supervision of the barraok guard, and the 
duties of the garrison generally ; all reports are made to him, 
and, in the event of any extraordinary occurrence, through 
him to the commanding officer ; in short, the duty corres- 
ponds to that of officer of the day in the English army. A 
very objeetionaUe part of" the duties required from the 
general police, and the source of a good deal of discontent, 
is a practice which exists of causing them to do a considera- 
ble portion of work for officers, which ought to be done by 
their own domestic ' servants. The men consider it quita 
reasonable that they should clean the garrison, and perfortn 
the necessary duties of cutting their own wood, and bringing 
water for their own use ; but they very naturally grumble at 
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doing the same for tlieir offiwrs, who they know are furnisli- 
eil by gorernmeiit, in addition to their pay, with a liheral 
allowance of money and rations, for the express purpose of 
providing themselves with servants from civil life. Thia 
custom of making the soldiers do the domestic drudgery of 
the ofScers' household, thus converting the soldier into a 
degraded menial, a Gibeonite hewer of wood and drawer of 
water, is universal throughout the American army, although 
at direct variance with the rules of the service. It has a 
most deteriorating effect- upon the character of the soldier, 
whom it renders disaffected to his officers and the service, 
careless in hia habits, and slovenly in his appearance. It is 
chiefly owing to this bad practice, I have no doubt, that the 
American soldier is so much inferior in smartness of appear- 
ance, and in the neatness of his unifonu and appointments, 
to the English soldier, who is accustomed to see the rules of 
the service as stringently binding upon the officers as they 
are upon the men. What serves to render this breach of 
discipline more glaringly inexcusable, on the part of the 
American officers, is that the Commander-in-Chief, General 
Scott, aware of the existence of the practice, and the bad 
effects which it produces, has, time after time, issued circu- 
lars, calling the attention of officers to the existing regulations 
on this subject. These circulars, as directed, are frequently 
read on parade ; and the perfect indifference with which the 
system is carried on, in open defiance of the prohibition, 
shows the complete degree of impunity with which an officer 
of the United States army may disregard the ordera of a 
superior, however high his rank, when they happen to be 
disagreeable to himself. 

These duties of mounting guard, and general police, are 
the principal part of the American soldier's duty when in 
quarters ; in addition to these he is occasionally on company 
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police, \Yliicli consists in fcouping the liaiTack rooms and paa 
sages clean, and doing any work that the Captain or Orderlj 
Sergeant may require in connection with company afFaira. 
lliere is also the daily cleaning of his arms and appointments, 
a thing which a good soldier seldom neglects, and which 
generally occu^iiea an hour or two ; and tlie usual drills and 
parades, which generally occupy two or three hours each 
' e remainder of his time is pretty much at his own 



While we remained at Fort Adams, we had a great num- 
ber of visitors fr&m the town of Newport, which is a f^Hon- 
able resort in summer for sea bathing, and parties of ladies 
and gentlemen came over from it daily to loot at the fort. 
Some of the old hands made a dollar now and then by acting 
as cicerone to one of these parties ; but the practice, upon 
what principle 1 must say I could not clearly perceive, was 
generally considered low and disreputable. The fortifications 
at Fort Adams are on a scale of great magnitude, and must 
have cost a great deal of money. They had been a number 
of years in progress of erection, and were not quite finished 
■when we left. ITie fort commands the entrance to the Sound 
and is a very strong and complete defence, having a series ol 
subterranean passages connected" with its interior defence, 
parts of which can be suddenly filled with water in a manner 
highly ingenious. There ai-e also bombproof vaults, capabJo 
of accommodating a sufficient force for the garrison of the 
place, which has an immense number of very heavy guns on 
its various batteries. 

"While we lay at Fort Adams, we had church service per- 
formed in one of the barrack rooms every Thursday evening, 
by a Methodist preacher from town. This was in consequence 
of the distance being too great to march the men to church 
in town upon Sunday. The attendance not being compul- 
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soiy, very few of the men went, but our officers, -with their 
wives and chjldrec, attended regularly, with as many of tlie 
men as they could persuade, a thing which they sometimes 
tried with but indifferent success, I recollect hearing a Lieu- 
tenant ask one of the inen, whom he met in the square as he 
was going over to church service, if he would not come over 
and hear a sermon. "Heaven forbid, sir," was the reply of 
honest Dennis OTool, a Munster man, and a staunch Catho- 
lic. " Eh I what's that you say, Dennis ?" said the Lieutenant, 
in a bantering tone. " Sure, Lieutenant, the Blessed Virgin 
knows Fm bad enough already, without sinning -my soul any 
more by going to hear a swaddling preacher mocking the 
holy rehgion," was the reply of Dennis ; at which the Lieu- 
tenant's wife lifted up her eyes in pious horror, while the 
Lieutenant himself went away laughing heartily. 

The regiment I had joined had been expecting a change 
of station for some time, and about a fortnight after the 
arrival of our draft, the order came for na to be in readiness 
to proceed to Florida. Most of the old hands were sorry to 
leave good quarters and a healthy situation lite Fort Adams ; 
many of them had formed acquaintances and connections in 
the town of Newport also, which made them still more sorry 
at leaving. ITie recruits, however, seemed rather pleased at 
the idea of change, and the bustling interest and excitement 
of a sea voyage and chaugo of scene had its charms for some. 
For my own part I believe I felt rather indifferent on the sub- 
ject. We were to go to Boston, where we would take ship- 
ping for Pensacola. 
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CnAPTEE IV, 

Departure from Fort Adams — Proyideaoe — Robting the Orchard— 
Boston — Life ia a Transport— tbo Captain and the Kigger. 

On tte morning of the 13th of September, having put oiw 
baggage on hoard, our head-quarters, consisting of the band 
and the two companies K and I, e'mbai'ked in the steamer at 
the Garrison Wharf. As we sailed past the wharf at New- 
port, to which we came very close, the captain of the steamer 
directed the speed to be lessened, to enable us to hid farewell 
to our fiiends, who were assembled on the wharf to see us 
paiss, and wave us their adieus. On leaving, they gave us 
three hearty cheers, which we as heartily returned. Our 
band struck up Yaniee Doodle, and the flutter of seai'fe and 
handkerchiefe was soon lost in the far distance. 

It was a fine sunny morning, and enlivened by the strains 
of a good band of muisic, and tlie view of some fine river 
scenery, we soon had more the appearance of a pleasure 
party than a detachment of Uncle Sam's troops, ordered to a 
distant and disagreeable post The green undulating bants 
of the clear, smooth, and wide stream, which hned the sandy 
or pebbled beach of a succession of sylvan coves, were dotted 
here and there with neat cottages. Farm-houses peeped 
occafiionalty through a clump of trees on some gentle rising 
eminence, round which one might see the plough had been 
at work, from the lively alternations of colour which distin- 
guished these portions of the landscape. But tlie land seemed 
principally occupied with the pasturage of cattle, large herds 
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of which were grazing dose to the water's edge, and adding 
to the picturesque effect of tJie scene. On sailing up to the 
wharf at Providence, I observed several whale vessels lying 
close up ; tlieir appearance was not very inviting, and from 
what I have since learned of these craft, I think I should 
ftlmost prefer another campaign in Mexico to a three years' 
cruize in one of them. 

Providence is a float aad thriving place, like most of the 
New England towns, very dean, quiet, and. orderly. Yet 
tliere is a considerable appearance of bustle about it r it 
contains several cotton mills, and is finely situated in a plea- 
sant and healthy locality. But we had no time to go through 
it, as we had to take our baggage fiv)m the steam-boat and 
put it into the railway ears ; this being done, we got into Uio 
cars ourselves, and started immediately for Boston. We 
passed through a rather sterile country from Providence to 
Boston, relieved and diversified occasionally by a farm-house, 
a neat village, or a few smiling orchards. A nicely white- 
washed cotton factory also now and then enliveued the 
landscape, but the grey rocks, dwarf timber, and stunted fir 
trees, gave ajupie proof of the general poverty of the soil, 
which is prindpally occupied in raising stock and grazing 
cattle. 

Our progress by the railway was rather slow, for a wheel 
bdonging to one of the cars having broken, we had to wait 
until it was repaired or replaced. In the meantime, we got 
out of the cars, and having found oui' way, in an evil hour 
for their owners, into some of the orchards near the road, we 
helped ourselves plentifully to the apples and peaches with 
which the trees were loaded. Soldiers, especially on the- 
inareh, seem to have exceedingly imperfect and confused 
ideas on the subject of meum and tuum. On -the present 
occasion, I believe the most consdentious among us considered 
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ourselves completely esciilpated by the fact, thivt being iiol 
and thirsty, we could find no good water to drink. Hcside?, 
I dare say tliere was a sort of vindictive pleasure in this sort 
of spoiling of the %yptians : were we not going on a long 
voyage to a distant and unhealthy post, while the owners of 
those apples and peaches were living at home at ease ! " Faith, 
it may be a long time before we see an apple orchard again," 
remarked one, as he industriously filled his havresack with 
the fruit. A long time certainly I Many of tlie poor fellows 
never entered another orchard, and never will ! Two years 
afterwards, when rambling with some of my comrades through 
a beautiful orchard near 8t Augustine, a small town on one 
of the most delicioiisly fertile and richly cultivated skirts of 
the valley of Mexico, I recalled to their mind the conversa- 
tion we had held while plimdering the orchard hy the way- 
side, as the cars were being repaired. In the short space of 
two years we had got almost an entirely new company. 
There were only about a third of the original number remain- 
ing, who had loft Fort Adams two years previously — deaths, 
discharges, and desertions had made awful JBToada on our 
community. 

AVe arrived at Boston about four o'clock in the afternoon, 
and after transfening our baggage from the railway cars to 
waggons, we marched through the city with our regimental 
colors displayed, and our band playing in front, which 
attracted a great crowd around us. On our way through the 
common, we got a glimpse of the famous Bunker's Hill 
monument. 

" A very coramon-placo looking affair, but a remarkable 
monument for all that," observed Bill Nutt, "it being tha 
only monument known to exist that has been erected to com 
memorate a defeat." 

" Arrah, whisht with your blather, man, don't you per 
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ceive tlie iUegant allegory of.tlie thing; it's only a standing 
real genuine American bull, set up in opposition to the old 
English one," said Paddy Bynne. 

We had no opportunity of seeing much of the city of 
Boston, as-we were marched on hoard the ship in which we 
were going, as soon as we arrived at the wharf where sl.o 
lay. It was a fine Large new vessel, called the Albatross, of 
ahout one thousand tons burden. She had been built for the 
cotton trade, aJid was to take in cotton at Mobile, after land- 
mg us at Pensacola. There were two other companies of our 
regiment on board, making four companies in all ; but each 
company was only about sixty strong, and we had not a great 
number of women and children, as several of the married 
men had left their wives and families behind, being near the 
expiration of their service. We had a fine large vessel, weU 
fitted up, and had, therefore, more room and better accom- 
modation than commonly falls to the lot of soldiers aboard 

We had not been long on board when a guard was mount- 
ed, and a number of sentries placed all around the deck, and 
at the gangway. These sentries had orders to prevent (he 
men from going ashore without pei'mission, the smu^Hng 
of spirits into the vessel for the use of the soldiers, and seve- 
ral things of that nature. These measures, I could plainly 
perceive, had only the effect of making tie men resort to a" 
little more strategy in effecting Iheir objects, which it was 
soon tolerably apparent had a diametrically opposite tendency 
to the tee-total principle. A number of the men, ha-v-ing applied 
foi' leave to go on shore for the purpose of procuring neces- 
siirie.? for the voyage, were not only refused, but told that all 
such applications would be useless, as the commanding offi- 
cer was resolved to grant no leave for eitJier non-commissioned 
officers or soldiers to go on shore while in harbor. Thi» 
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extreme caution of the commanding officer was bad policy, 
as it enlisted tlie sympatiiies of the sentries in favout of those 
who wished to go on shoie ; the non-commissioned officers 
also, finding that they were prevented from going as well as 
the men, made common cause with them in endeavouring to 
nullify the arbitrary prohibition. As a consequence of this 
state of things, I could soon see that the sentry winked at 
all sorts of irregularities; rather assisting to mystify his 
ofEcers, by helping hja comrades to elude their vigilance in 
going in and out of the vessel, than trying to detect or pre- 
vent them. The method commonly adopted to get out of the 
vessel was, to substitute a straw or tarpaulin hat, and a 
Guernsey frock, or red woollen shirt, for the soldier's cap and 
jacket. This disguise, so effective as to deceive the most 
acute of the officers, was easily procured from some of the 
sailors on board, and by means of it a constant communica- 
tion was kept iip with the grog stores while we lay there, 
fortunately not a long period, being only during the next 
day and night Thus, while our commanding officer, I have 
no doubt, flattered himself with the idea of his own sagacity, 
in refusing his men these indulgences, which it should have 
been his pleasure, as it certainly would have been his best 
policy, as well as his duty, to have granted, he was weaken- 
ing his authori.ty by stretching it too far — a more common 
mistake in the sei-vice than officers ate at all apt to imagine. 
A rather ludicrous circumstance, which occurred while we 
lay here, helped to enliven a Httle the usual monotony of a 
ship's deck while in harbor. A comical sort of fellow, of the 
name of Morris, belonging to one of the companies on board, 
who used to sing Ni^er songs, and who, being a very good 
mimic, conld act the Nigger admirably, resolved to turn his 
talents to account by assuming the character while in harbor, 
and passing himself off among his comrades, except a fey 
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who were in his confidence, as a tlack cook belonging to the 
ship— Lis twofold motive for thiis " working tlie dodge." as 
he styled it, being partly the fun he expected from tke mys- 
tification of fJie men and officera, and partly that he might 
be allowed to bring whiskey info the ship, there being no 
hindrance to the ship's crew bringing goods on board, as our 
sentries could not interfere with them. Borrowing, therefore, 
an old pair of canvas trousers, a Guemsey shirt, and tar- 
paulin hat from a sailor, and thoroughly engraining his face 
and hands with the sooty composition requisite to give him 
the true Ethiopian complexion, he became quite invulnerable 
to detection by his coat of darkness. In this disguise he 
rolled about the deck during the whole of the forenoon in a 
partial state of intoxication, and came and went between the 
vessel and shore, carrying baskets and parcels of suspicious 
import with fie most perfect impunity. Towards evening, 
he began to sing snatches of Ni^er songs, vatying the exhi- 
bition with a " flare-up" jawing mafeh with some of the sol- 
diers, in the sort of gibberish and broken English so peculiar 
to the woolly-headed sons of Ham. This comedy afforded 
considerable amusement, especially to those of his comrades 
in the secret of his disguise. As he was dexterous in the 
tongue fence of those encounters of rude wit, and knowing 
the chinks in the armor of his opponents, he was sometimes 
able, by a seemingly careless though cunning thrust, to ad- 
minister a sickener to their vanity, which was the more galling 
as seeming to come from a dirty and half-drunken Nigger. 
" Ah, soger," he would say to some poor fellow whom he 
saw casting a longing eye towards tie busy thoroughfares of 
the city, " captain not let you go shore, eh ? Too bad, eh J 
much sooner be black ship's cook than soger," "What's that 
you say, you Tv igger ?" would most probably be the reply of 
the soldier, not being in the best temper, and rather indig- 
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nant at the idea of being aa object of commiseration to a 
Nigger, " Who you call Nigger, eh ? Nigger yourself sar ; 
more Nigger, a good sight, than ship's cook, sar ; ship's cook 
go ashore when he please, and get drunk like gentleman, sar ; 
you a white soger Nigger, me black ship's cook Nigger — dat 
all de difference." Then, as if in soliloquy, in a deprecatory 
tone, "Eh! by Jorze, bofl'poor'Ni^ers; soger moss as spec- 
table as colored Ni^^er when he keep heself sober and 
behave screetly, like color gemman." Stung and irritated by 
the mock sympathy of the Ni^er, the soldier would now be 
for taking a summary revenge out of his ignoble carcase, 
when some of the darkey's friends would interpose, declaring 
that he was a good fellow, and they would not see him ill- 
jised. In the meantime, Morris was supposed by the orderly 
sergeant of his company to be absent in town, and as such 
reported to the captain. Thus far, all had gone on swim- 
mingly ; but there was a hit of a rather unpleasant surprise 
preparing for him as the denouement to this farce, which he 
had acted with so much success, which had probably not 
entered into his conception of the character, but mightily 
increased the dramatic effect of the representation as a 
whole. 

The captain of his company, who was a bit of a hu- 
mourist, either having detected the masquerader himself, or 
having been informed by some busy person of the strange 
metamorphosis which one of his men had undeigone, it 
occurred to him that he had aJi opportunity of giving him a 
taste of Nigger discipline, that might make him feel more 
vividly the charaeter he had been repr^enting with so much 
applause. Sauntering, accordingly, along tie deck, with his 
hands behind him, until he arrived opposite the circle where 
Morris was exhibiting his antics, he deliberately stepped for- 
ward and seized him by the collar, and pulling out a raw 



by Google 



cowliidd, fi'oiii beKiiid his back, he began to vigorously bela- 
bour poor darkey's shoulders. " O Lor, massa ! Golly ! 
What you trike poor debil for ! Whathell dia T shouted Mor- 
ris, who had no idea that he was discovered, and was willing 
to submit 'to a moderate degree of chastisement rather than 
drop his disguise at that particular juncture. " You infer- 
nal grinning scoundrel," cries the captain, still vigorously 
applying fJie cowhide, " I have been watching you quarrelling 
with and aggravating my men all this afternoon ; what do 
you mean, you black rascal, eh ! Curse your ugly black 
countenance, Til beat you to a jelly, you scoundrel." As he 
still continued his discipline with the cowhide, showing no 
sj^ptoms of speedily leaving off, Morris, who was smarting 
witli pain, at last began to think more of preserving his skin 
than his incognito, and called out lustily, " Captain, I say — 
stop ! I am no Ni^er— I am a soldier !" At this there 
was a general burst of laughter from the soldiei's, who 
crowded round, and seemed to enjoy the scene amazingly ; 
those who did not know that Morris was actually a soldier, 
laughing still more obstreperously at the seeming absurdity 
of the Kigger's assertion. The captain, though evidently 
tickled, seemed in no hurry to let bim go : "Do you hear the 
impudence of the black rascal ? he says he is a soldier !" 
said the captain, addressing the men who were standing 
round. " There, does he look like a soldier ?" he continued, 
as, he turned him round for inspection. " Go along, you 
black rascal, and don't let me cat«h you among my men 
again, or I will certainly s«rve you out with a few more of 
tlie same sort." So saying, and administering a few parting 
salutations of the cowhide' as he released him, the captain 
walked off, chuckling to himself at the joke, which I saw 
him relating aftenvards to some of his brother officers, to 
(heir infinite mirlli, iT oup miglit judge from Ihe peals of 
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iaugliter -which his story elicited. In the meantiiiio, Moiiia 
■was fain to get rid of his Nigger character iia quickly as pos- 
sible ; and having, with the aid of waim water and soap, 
effected this, he made his appearance on deck, and reported 
himself as having teen asleep iu the hold when the rol! was 
called. This t!ie sergeant reported to the captain, who, salia- 
fied, it is probable, with the punishment he had administered 
with the cowhide, affected to believe his statement, and sent 
Iiim word by the sergeant to take better care in future. 

While we lay at the wharf, wo had a cro^d of inquisitive 
idlers in constant attendance ronnd the vessel^ all of whom 
seemed particularly anxious to leai'n oitr destination. To the 
often-repeated qnestion on this all-absorbing topic, the inva- 
riable answer was that we were going to Mexico, This being 
in the most perfect accordance with the preconception, as 
well as the ideas of propriety of the inquirer, was of conrs© 
perfectly satisfactory, and therefore implicitly believed. The 
feet is, tliat had they been told the simple truth that wo 
were going to Florida, they would either have suspected their 
informant of telling a lie, or considered him ignorant of the 
true destination. They had made up their minds that we 
were going to- Mexico, and our men thought it just as well 
to agree with them for the- short time we were to be in their 
company. 
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About nine o'clock, on the morning of the 17tli, the tide 
being full, we unmoored ship, and with a fair wind, stood out 
of harbour. With a fine, steady, though light breeze, we 
sailed pleasantly past forts and light-houses, gliding along by 
a miserably barren -looting coast, consisting for the most part 
of strangely rugged and fantastic looking piles of grey aad 
weather-beaten rocks, and low sandy islets, covered with 
rushes or stunted grass, die only sign of vegetation visible. 
In flie evening we caught a glimpse of Cape Cod in the dis- 
tance, but passed it during the night, and on the morning of 
the 18th we found ourselves on the open sea, 
^ A soldier at sea generally finds himself very disagreeably 
situated. Accustomed to strict personal cleanliness, and in 
the habit of keeping his arms and appointments in a high 
state of order when in quarters, he feels completely out of 
his element in a transport, where, even under the most 
favourable circumstances, he is utterly unable to attend to a 
number of those filings so essential to his feelings of com- 
fort. On the present occasion, however, we were more com- 
fortably situated than is usually the case with soldiera in a 
government transport, the vessel we were in being double 
the size of that we were entitled to by the rules of the set- 
vice. Yet we were by no means too comfortable, or in pos- 
session of a great deal of superfluous space ; the fact is, that 
in ordinary cases soldiers are usually stowed away when at 
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sea, more like cattle, or hogs, on a Dublin .and Liverpool 
stj!amer, tJiaa human beings ; and the exemption from this in 
the present instance was hailed as a blessing. But this cir- 
cumstance, so much in our favour, was not caused by any 
extraordinary or particular extension of courtesy or kindnesa 
fihown to us by those in authority. It arose simply from the 
Albatross being in want of a cargo for Mobile, a port within 
a short distance of the one ive were destined to, and where 
she was to ship a cargo of cotton for Liverpool. A vessel of 
half the size, if specially chartered for the purpose, would 
have cost government as much, or probably more ; while 
ad(fing most incalculably to out discomfort, Mid giving rise 
to innumerable heinous infractions of the third command- 
ment, had the present chance not turned up in our favour. 

The arrangements for accommodation between decks, were 
much tlie same as those usually made in emigrant vessels ; 
a row of two-berths, one above the other, ran along each side 
of the vessel, and a third similar one in the centre ; leaving 
a tolerably mde passage on each side of tlie centre row as a 
gangway. A portion of the hold was separated by a boarded 
partition, for the use of the married people. In time of 
peace, three married men of each company are allowed 
(their wives being laundresses, and washing for the soldiers,) 
to bring their families along with them when moving. Each 
of these married men is allowed separate quarters for 
himself and family when in garrison, also rations for his 
wife, who is paid a stated sum by each soldier for whom they 
wash. When one of these married men is discharged, if 
more applicants than one should apply for the vacant situa- 
tion, the Captain gives it to the one he considers the best de- 
serving. When going on active service, neither officers nor 
si>idiers are permitted to lake their wives or families along 
with them. 
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On tte evening of the 18th, tiio breeze having freshened, 
a numher of the men began to esperience the usual effects 
produced on the stomach of a land-lubber by the motion of 
a vessel at sea. Of course we had a repetition of a few of 
those mouldy old practical jests which have been in use on 
toard ship on these occasions from time immemorial ; tliose 
in tlie enjoyment of their usual health and spiiits seeming to 
consider the unfortunate individuals suffering from this an- 
noying aicknesa fair game, and a legitimate object of mirth, 
in place of sympathy. One of the oldest jokes perpetrated 
on these occasions, must he familiar to every soldier who has 
ever made a sea voyage, and is played-off somewhat after the 
following manner. The hoaxer pretending great sympathy 
with the sufferings of the. afflicted, states that he has heard 
of a most excellent remedy, of simple and easy application, 
and certain in its results. Should he succeed in engaging 
the interest and attention of his audience, the insidious de- 
sign of the hoaxer is accomplished ; he immediately pro- 
ceeds to describe the simple and never-known-to-fail remedy, 
which consists of the following recipe, "Take a good large 
slice of fat pork tied to a string." The bare mention of fat 
pork, without the rank atrocity and diabolical intent implied 
in the attached string, is quite sufficient to raise the gorge 
of his intended victims, who seldom wait to hear the conclu- 
sion of the recipe ; while the hoaxer shows the cloven hoof 
by an obstreperous and demoniaeal fit of laughter as the 
pale faces flit past him to lean over the bulwarks, and won- 
der, while paying their tribute to Neptune, what pleasure one 
rational being can derive from the sufferings of another, 

ITiJs practice of turning the sufferings of the sea-sick into 
ridicule, and which seems so strange and unfeeling, arises, I am 
inclined to think, from a good rather than a bad motive ; 
owing its origin, probably, to the chcumstance that the 
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exertion requisite to overcome sea-sickness and its consequent 
torpor, is most effectually promoted by the fear of this ridi- 
cule, I have often seen strong men, from a want of the 
requisite energy to throw off this torpor and counteract iU 
effects by moderate exercise and the fresh air of the deck, 
nk info an Uydn « a n nayndg 
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when a sudden squall is appiehended, all hands remain con 
stautly on deck until the danger is supposed to, be over. 
Soldiers being reckoned worse than useless in a gale of wind, 
are bundled below with veiy &mall ceremony when the wea- 
ther looks dangerous, with the occasional exception of a few 
of tlie more active, retained to assist the seamen. Owing to 
the dislike of the soldiers to reraam below, it sometimes hap- 
pens that the Captain or mate of the ve^el finds it necessary 
to complain to the officer of the day, that the soldiers are in 
the way of their men in working the ship. In this case the 
officer gives instruction to the sergeant of the guard, who soon 
sees all the soldiers down below ; after which the gratings 
are put on the hatchways, and a sentry placed over each, 
with orders to allow none of the men to come upon deck. 
In the meantime the scene below is one of " most admired 
disorder," women ejaculating, children screaming, soldiers 
cursing, swearing, singing, dancing, and making every sort 
of uncouth and dissonant noise imaginable, a few of the more 
energetic radicals, focofocos, or physical force chartists, ha- 
ranguing their comrades meanwhile upon the propriety of 
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breaking tiie Imtcliea open, and forcing their way upon declc 
in spite of tlie seatiy, and the arbitrary and tyrannical pro- 
hibition of the officer of the day, a proposition usually hailed 
with acclamation and adopted nem. con. . But, ore " screwing 
their courage to the sticking point," "ITie native hue of 
resolution as Lhed o vilh th pal cast t thought," and 
the augge t n th o ut by ne u Ik and-water moral 
force advo &t lat to tl e pa ns and i allies attached 
to mutiny, addf mtt nt n the " Articles of 
War" caut the a. 1 and fi ry p t f n pient rebellion, 
that " tis bett to b a those 1! th y h 'c, than fly to 
others which they know not ol" And thus this enterprise 
of such pith and moment, hke most of those of the physical 
force chartists, enda in "mere sound and fury, signifying 
nothing." This confinement, however, being only for the 
puifiose of preventing the sailors from being impeded in their 
work while taking "in s^l, seldom lasts more than half aa 
hour, or an hour. As soon as everything ia snug upon deck, 
the gratings are removed from the hatehways ; and glimpses 
of light, and hope, and currents of fresh air, circulate through 
the hold once more ; while our moral force advocate emerg- 
ing from the pestiferous atmosphere, triumphs in the progress 
of a rational sanitary reform. 

Soldiers on board ship are usually told off into three 
watches ; this is done to prevent the over-crowding the hold, 
by keeping one third of their number constantly on deck ; 
each watch remaning four hours on deck in succession. On 
the present occasion the custom of telling off into watches 
was dispensed with, very much to our satisfaction ; the Alba- 
tross being large and roomy enough, in the opinion of tlie 
officer commanding, to render the observance of the regula- 
tion unnecessary. Still, throughout the whole of the voyage 
tJie ruli;s for cluaniiig and ventilating the ship were strictly 



by Google 






maintained ; these being of the most essential in.portance (c 
the health and comfort of troojis on board ship, too much 
Ttigoui can scarcely be used by officflre in enforcbg their 
observance. A sergeant, coiporal, and twelve men monnted 
guard every morning at nine o'clock; two sentries were 
posted between decks, one at each end of the vessel, for the 
purpose of pi'eserving order, and taking charge of tke lights 
which hung in large glass globe lamps, one at each hatch- 
way, during the whole night. Other two sentries were 
placed on deck, one having charge of the water cask, where 
our daUy supply of ftesh water was kept, to prevent any 
■waste, or undue use of it; while the other Lad orders to 
check quarrelling, or gross improprieties, and preserve order 
generally on deck. Every morning immediately after guard 
mounting, all hands, men, women, and children, n-ere turned 
upon deck ; unless in rough, or very wet weather, when the 
rule was not enforced. The police, consisting of the non- 
commissioned officera and men who came ofi' guard on the 
previous morning, then went below, and scraped, and after- 
wards washed tlie floor of tbe lower deck. Afterwards tliey 
fumigated between decks with tar, and sprinkled the floor 
with chloride of lime; they also brought np a day's supply 
of fuel and fresh wafer from the lower hold for the use of tlie 
Boldiers. The soldiers always brought up their own wood 
and water, and had a cook and cooking place of Uieir own ■ 
as well as being lodged in a distinct portion of the ship 
called the forecastle. After the hold had been cleaned, it was 
inspected by the officer of the day, to see that the duty had 
been properly performed, and that the bedding and clothes 
belonging to the men were neatly folded and aiTanged in 
their respective berths. In fine weather the whole of the bed 
ding was brought upon deck and well aired, and none of the 
men were permitted to go below without special permission, 
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until the whole were dlowed down in tko evening. WhcnT 
speak here of bedding, I mean the soldier's blantet, which in 
tlie United States service he always carries along with him ; 
there are no mattresses for a soldier to lie upon on boai'd ship 
in the American service. 

As -these were all the duties we had to perform while on 
board, it wiU be seen that we had very little to do, or to 
occupy our attention during the greater portion of our time, 
which, as usual under like circumstances, hung heavy on our 
hands. The fortunate few who could obtain books, were 
assiduous in their endeavours to convert the tedium of a sea 
voyage into a source of enjoyment, but unfortunately the 
supply of literature fell far short of the demand ; the natural 
result followed ; holders grew finn, and books were at an 
immense premium. I could scarce helj) fancying how exceed- 
ingly gratifying it would have been to the literary vanity of 
the authors of " ITie Bloody Bandit of the Lion's Glen," 
" The Mysterious Hand," and others of that genus, could they 
have (Witnessed the surprising request in which their produce 
tions were held, and the apparent gusto with which their 
intensely melo-draniatic scenes "-ere devoured on board our 
vessel It was truly wonderful, the sudden change wrought 
in the value of scraps of printed paper; everything of which 
sort seemed to "suffer a sea change into something rich and 
strange." An old newspaper became suddenly invested with 
a remarkable degree of literary interest, and a dozen would 
have bespoken, and be waiting in rotation for the perusal of 
the fragment of some old third-rate novel, or antediluvian 
magazine, as eagerly as the most impadenf reader watches 
for his favourite montffiy. Under these circumsUnces, unless 
one had something to offer by way of quid pro qw), reading 
was totally out of the question. In this emergency it 
occurred to Bill Niitt, the young man whom I mentioned as 
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haviDg been told off as my comrade in a fomier cliapter, to 
offer a sort of succedamum a written journal of the transau- 
tions on board. Accordingly on the morning of Sept 20th 
a placard containing tlie following annoimcenient might have 
been seen pasted up on a conspicuous part of the hatchway 
of the good ship Albatross. 

Albatross, 20tk Sept. 1845. 

THE ALBATROSB. 



V morning "will appear the first number of a 
journal bearing the above title, to be published daily (wea- 
ther pennitting), at our office near the cook's galley, on 
board of the Albatross. This journal will consist of at 
)aast eight quarto pages in legible handwriting : it will con- 
tain, besides ' The News of the Day,' ' Critical Notices,' 
' Letters of Correspondents,' and ' Advertisements,' a general 
summary of all the stirring and striking events, daily, hourly, 
and minutely acted and transacted, before tJie eyes, and as 
it were under the noses, of this strange conglomeration of 
unfortunate humanity now on board. Amalgamated, mixed 
up, and bound up, as it were in our fortunes, by the inextri- 
cable and inexplicable decrees of the three sisters, and the 
immutable and inscrutable workings of destiny, who in forg- 
ing the chain of circumstances that at present surround us, 
has obviously decided that, sink or swim, we should sail down 
the stream of time in this wooden prison for a certain period 
in company ; it becomes us to make the term of confinement 
seem aa short as possible. With a view to this result, seve- 
ral of the motley individuals forming part of the worshipful 
society here assembled, have come to tlie resolution of pub- 
lishing this daily record of remarkable events and occur 
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rences; fjr vhich nt lut ns a j tfttU> licited 

from all lorers of li^ht 1 te tu e In the onfident expecta- 
tion of receiving the co d al s ppo t of the c mmun ty, we 
have only to announce that ontr but u, wdl be e e ed at 
our ofBce near the c oksgoUe}, wb et m f ub c ption 
and full particulars may be learaed." 

Next morning accordingly, and with one or two exceptions 
in squally weather, every successive morning that we re- 
mained on board, there regularly appeared a sheet of mis- 
cellaneous matter, written in a plain legible hand ; it was 
attached by a string to the cook's galley, and extensively 
read by sailors and soldiers, exciting considerable merriment 
and good-humoured criticism. Several of these fugitive 
pieces, written by Nutt, I, preserved until lately, and as 
a specimen of his humour, and a sample of the Journal, I 
insert one or two of them. 



" Last evening before going to press, we could see with 
half a glance of our weather eye that there was sometliing 
serious in the wind, something exceedingly ominous looking, 
in short, something more than merely dirty weather. The 
term dirty weather, by the bye, we may as well remark for 
the information of several and upwards of our readers not 
perhaps aware of the feet, being a vague definite term, gene- 
rally used by spoony individuals in the vain efforts they 
make to stimulate indifference, and conceal their apprehen- 
sion of a severe blow. Instaataneously stopping the press, 
we immediately burned upon deck, and found that, as usual, 
we were tolerably correct in our surmise. In fact, there were 
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aeveyal palpable and distinct iadicationa of a stiifener to 
wind'ai'd, sufficiently alarming to the owners of weak or 
delicate nerves ; ■who, if they cannot resolve upon leaving 
such articles ashore, are most decidedly in the wrong box 
with them aboard. On going for'ard to where the second 
mate— one of those hardy weather-beaten sons of Neptuna 
with whom *e are on tolerably familiar terms — was stand- 
ing gazing at the riggmg, we asked his private opinion of 
things in general, and the present rather critic^ aspect of 
afiairs in particular. He rephed in his gruff ' deep-toned 
voice,' that we are sure 'did not falter,' that we were 'a 
going to catch particular d — n — n, and no mistake.' In the 
meantime, the gallant crew of the Albatross behaved with 
the cool decision one naturally expects to characterise a 
crew, composed principally of freeboin and full-blooded 
Yankee sailors. We distinctly observed one gallant fellow 
while holding on by a bowline waiting for orders, delibe- 
rately put his hand into his breeches jiocket. This reminds 
us that we have heard sneering sceptics deny the existence 
of pockets in sailors' smallclothes, a malignant slander, 
which we here refute in the most emphatic manner, as the 
egregiously contemptible fabrication of ignorant and pre- 
sumptuous blockheads. This gallant son of Neptune, we 
reiterate, putting his hand into his breeches pocket, drew 
from thence a plug of Vir^nia tobacco, and eyeing it with a 
look of affection, as if calculating the probability of its 
being the last time it should ever express its fragrant juice, 
lie heaved a sigh, took a vigorous bite, returned the plug to 
his pocket, and stood calmly awaiting the order of his supe- 
rior. In the meantime, the ' blustering railer, rude Boreas,' 
seeing our state of preparation, and that we were not to be 
easily hove aback, or finished with a blow, sneaked off to 
le'ward; where, should he catch an unfortunate skimmer (rf 
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the seaa napping while in his present humour, with Jut ivalk- 
Jng into several of his sails and spars, yon may have our 
hat. In the meantime, we may look out for sqjalls, the 
usual phenomena of these latitudes, hut in the words of 
the song— 

" ' "With a etout rassel and crew, ' 

We'll Bflj let tlifl Etorm oome down.' " 



" A good sound apifite as bin lost sum wares on board of 
the Halbert Uoss by a wery nice sort of yung man, who 
remanes in a most diskonselat stat ever sense the misfortun 
okurd, not hein abel to konsum mor nor a trifel of fore or 
five pounds of hisket and port in a day sense the axident. 
Wio ever as found the same on deliverin it at the ofBce of 
the jumal, will be ansumly rewarded. N.B. The yung 
man as lost his'n, as found an osees, wich will be glad to 
part with reznabe!." 



" On our way tome last evening, we called at the free con- 
cert held in the forecastle, which, we were glad to perceive, 
was very well attended. We were highly amused with the 
singing of several of the distinguished vocalists who favoured 
the company with (heir sweet voices, and which, as the 
' Bard of Avon' somewhere remarks on a similar occasion 
' To hear hy the noise, it sounds like du'cet in contagion.' 
In fact, the sin^ng, while it might have been wcrse, one 
could scarcely, under the circumstances, expect it to be 
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mucli better As a slight qualfi ati u, howe\er, to what 
may appear our too partial encomiums we would beg, with 
all due deference to the superior judgment of the gentlemen 
having the direction of the proceedmga at these social euter- 
tainments, to oiler a suj,j,i,'ition It is -.imply this, that every 
gent, on rising to sing ought to state to the company whe- 
ther the song is ith which he intends to favour them is of the 
comic or aentmental class At a first glance, we have no 
doubt OUT honest suggtstion will ajpoir to the fastidiously 
critical, or the ciitican3 fistidions, to he invidious or uncalled 
for ; we are prepared for this hut it is with a just pride that 
we announce to our readers, that we have never yet swerved 
to the right or to the left, or shrunk from the pei-fonnance 
of a stern or necessary duty by the fear of criticism or con- 
sequence. With this animating reflection actuating us, we 
candidly put the following question : — If sentimental gents 
will sing sentimental songs, out of all tune, and with a comic 
voice, accent, and manner, and if comic songs are treated 
■vice versa, how is an unsophisticated person able to compre- 
hend this inverted system of ' untwisting all the links that 
tie the hidden soul of hanoony V I assure my readers I 
went last night to hear the singing, with a desire to be 
pleased, if ever mortal critic had that desire (which may be 
questioned). What was the result ! Di^^st, disgust of the 
most unqualified, unmitigated, and contemptuous character. 
One of the gents in the sentimental line tried ' Alice Grey" 
and ' Oft in the Stilly Night,' and the audience were con- 
vulsed with laughter, while a comic gent tipped them ' Nix 
my Dolly' in such a doleful and lugubrious style as to cause 
the company to wear the air of a fiineral-party. I need say 
no more. I trust, in future, that each gent, who rises to 
sing at these 6ee concerts will signify in a plain, straightfor- 
ward, off-hand, and up aad down manner, whether his song 
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is soiitimciital or comic, in which case they may saftly cal- 
culate on the favour and slightly ijualified applause of 

" DahIel Dampek." 

Among the methods adopted to paas time on board, card- 
plitjing was the most popular and engtossing. Non^wm- 
missioned officers and .privates, seated in groups on the fore- 
castle in fine weather, and hetween decks when it rained, 
played at the game of poker from morning till night. Poker 
is the national game of cards in America, It is played by 
gamblers of all classes, to the exclusion of almost all other 
modes of gambling, and being a peculiarly exciting game, 
it exerts an inconceivably fascinating influence over its 
votaries. During our present voyage, I have frequently seen 
a private soldier rise from a single sitting the winner of forty 
or fifty dollars ; and in a few houra, having again sat down 
to play, he would probably have lost it all, and as much 
more as he could borrow, without seeming either much ele- 
vated or depressed by the smiles or frowns of Uie fickle god- 
dess. It may surprise some how soldiers could be in posses- 
sion of such large sums of money. It happened simply 
thus ; — Two of the companies had been paid a short time 
previous to their embarkation, the men had thus no oppoi-tu; 
nity of getting rid of their superabundant capital ; an opera- 
tion which, when ashore, they usually perform with astonish- 
ing facility. A private's pay in the Infantry is seven doUai's 
a month, and he is paid every two months ; one dollar 
a month ia retained until the expiration of his service. Thus 
at pay-day the private receives twelve dollars ; the sergeant 
twenty-six ; the corporal eighteen ; the musicians sixteen ; no 
pay being retained from any of these ranks except the pri- 
vate. Most of the soldiers ai'e more or less addicted to gam- 
bling, and tbus large suras of money are freijiieiitiy in the 
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hands of the practised garaWers about pay-time, Bometimc.i' 
amounting to hundreds of dollars in possession of five or six 
of the most skilful. Gambling is strictly prohibited by the 
rules of the service, but the difficulty of enforcing the rule, 
owing partly to laxity.of discipline, and partly to the exceed- 
ingly badly-arranged system of paying the soldiers two 
months' pay at a time, in place of daily or weekly, renders 
the prohibition a dead letter. 

We had an excellent regimental band on board, and 
in fine weather our officers had it up on deck to play for an 
tour or two in the evening. This practice had a markedly 
enUvening effect upon the spirits, and must have helped 
materially to promote health, as it evidently exerted a bene- 
ficial influence in promoting a cheerful hilarity and good- 
humour among the men. It was interesting to observe the 
sudden change from blank and listless apathy to brisk and 
animated cheerfulness which some well-known and favourite 
air prodnced in the countenances of all ; £he strains of 
" Auld lang syne" calling forth the latent smile on cheeks 
and lips, and kindling the languid eye of ihe most melan- 
choly and morose. My friend Nutt, when remarking on this 
efiect one morning, said he could ahnost believe in the 
authenticity of the miracles asciibed to the music of 
Amphion and Orpheus, as he had himself witnessed a most 
astounding transformation effected in the person of the boat- 
swain of the ship, whose "savage breast" had been so 
thoroughly soothed by music's magic spell, that he had 
observed him once, while under its powerful influence, talk- 
ing in the tones, manner, and accent of a civilized being. 

I mentioned that Nutt had been on board a British man- 
of-war during a three years' cruise. One day, when seated 
in a quiet comer of the deck, I reminded him of a promise 
he had formerly made to give me a sketch of the events of 
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Ilis earlier years, which had resulted in a young man of good 
ahilities, and brought iip to a good trade, being seduced into 
Buch rambling and unsatisfactory modes of life as that of a 
saiior or a soldier. Atler a preliminary " well here goes for 
a yarn," ho coimnenced the following narrative. As it pro- 
ftwses to be a true chapter in the early life of my comrade, I 
will give it as nearly as I can recollect in his own manner, 
devoting a chapter specially to tlie purpose. 
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A Modern Soldier of Fortune. 

a know that I am a Cockney. I was born and 
brougUt up within the sound of those famous bells of Bow, 
whose Toice, spaating through the legends of childhood, has 
warned many an incipient mayor and alderman to turn 
again, ■when ba'f inclined to "cut" tlie paternal mansion, 
and the pret'nctB of their guardians' influence; and who, 
following the adinXinition of jiie affectionate monitors, have 
risen to emulate tbe wealth at least, if not the fame or the 
virtues, of the reno^vnsd Whittington, of " thrice Lord Mayor 
of London " celebrity, I really can't recollect whether these 
bells warned me or not on the morning when I resolved upon 
leaving "the old house at home," and looting ou'. a little 
into the world, . . Certainly, if they did, I paid very little 
attention 1o them, being wholly taken up with my object of 
getting oflf unnoticed by any of my acquaintances, who 
might, when they heard I was gone, be likely to indicate the 
route I had taken, in which case I was afraid my father 
would follow and bring me back. 

My father, who was a cwver and gilder in extensive busi- 
ness, had brought me up to the same trade, which I had 
learned with facility and aptitude, and for a year or two pre- 
vious to my leaving him, though then only seventeen years 
of age, I had been of great use to him, as I did as much 
work, and of as good quality, as many of the journeymen to 
whom lie was giving employment. My mother died when I 
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was a 'i;liikl in tlio anna of a nurse, and before I was old 
enough to recollect the event, mj- father had married again. 
My stepmother was a veiy good sort of woman as stepmo- 
thers go, and I had no fault to find with her treatment of 
roe ; perhaps she liked her own children, of whom she had 
tln-ee by my father, bettor than my sister and myself, and it 
is probable that home might have been happier if my own 
mother had lived. Still our stepmother never showed any 
marked preference for her own children, not ever treated my 
sister or me harshly or unjustly ; and could not be blamed if 
she did not possess all that warmth of affection which a 
mother can have only for her own. My father unfortunately 
had a quick and violent temper, which was a good deal 
aggravated by a habit of tippling into which he had fallen ; 
and frequently for tritiing causes of offence, when he hap- 
pened to be in one of his ill-tempered moods, he beat me so 
severely lliat at last I became apprehensive he would one day 
do mo a serious injury. It was after receiving one of these 
drubbings that I resolved upon leaving home. I was then 
about seventeen years of age, and wanted four years of being 
out of my apprenticeship ; my father having bound me by 
indenture to serve him for seven years ; but, as I said before, 
I could work at tlie business as well as a good many of the 
journeymen. Here, in America (and this is one thing in 
which I must give Jonathan the credit of having gone ratlier 
ahead of the old countries), it mattera not wheliier a man 
serves an apprenticeship, or how he. acquires the skiM or pro- 
ficiency to work at his trade or calling. " Is he able to do 
his wort r is the only question asked, and ability is the only 
test required, But in England the case is widely different, 
as I had soon reason to deplore. I was leaving home with 
the intention of working at my trade in some country town 
out of the knowledge, and beyond the reach, of my father- 
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1 had only about fifty shilliugs wliyii I left Jioroe, twenty of 
which I got from my sister, whom I made my eoi.-fldant, anU 
who did all she could, to alter my determiuation, hut seeing 
that I was fiiraly resolved upon goiug, she gave me a sove- 
reign, mating me promise to write to her, a promise which I 
ne e fulfill 1 

I had no fl d ntention of going to any place in particu- 
la wh n I 1 It r house ; but in passing a coach-ofHco 
■wh e a 1 ft ^ t passengers was on the point of starting 
fo P rtsn th and on inquiry, learning there was room for 
one n th uts d I took a seat, and was soon rapidly whirl- 
ing along the road. We soon left the dome of St. Paul's an 
indistinct, dim, and visionary outline, and away wo burst 
with a glorious canter into the fresh air of the open country, 
where even the cloud of the fo^y Babylon itself was soon 
left far behind. There was a young sailor on the top of the 
coach, going to Portsmouth to join his vessel, having been up 
in London on a visit to hia friends. He and I were soon 
engaged in conversation, when he gave me a long account of 
his cruise in the Mediterranean, and the adventures of his 
last three years on board a man-of-war. He described the 
life of a sailor in glowing terms, and wondered how any per- 
son could prefer a dull life on shore, who had the ehoice of 
the merry and easy hfe led on board one of Her Majesty's 
ships. Though I was much amused with his conversation, I 
did not feel in the least inclined to wish myself one of the 
jolly crews he talked of. More especially as he spoke of 
some of the ofRcers he had served under as regular Tartars, 
one of whose eccentricities consisted in making a few of the 
men kiss the gunner's daughter of a morning before break- 
fast. This kissing the gunner's daughter, which rather puz- 
zled me at first, I found on inquiry was an amusing prartiee 
they had of tying a sailor up to the tree^h of a gun, and 
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inflicting two dozen lashes on his bare back with a cat o'niny 
tails, by tbe bands of the boatswain. 

We arrived in Portsmouth early in tlie evening, and I 
accompanied tbe j'oiing sailor to a tavern, wbere we bad 
supper together, and engaged lodgings for tlie night. We 
afterwards went to the theatre, and passed the night away 
pleasantly t<^ther. I told him I had left home, and was 
strongly persuaded by him to enter the vessel in which he 
was going ; it would take me, he said, on the ratings as a boy 
for a three years' cruise, during which I might learn to be a 
good sailor ; the vessel was for the West India station and 
would sail in a few days. But I steadily resisted all his argu- 
ments, thinking I had only to look for employment to find 
plenty of it, and not having the slightest desire for a sea life, 
which I had always pictured to myself as one of great hard- 
ship and ill-usage. Next morning after breakfast, I went 
down to the Point with him, and saw him take a boat to go 
on board of his vessel, which Jay at Spithead. 

I wandered about Poitsmouth for the remainder of that 
and several succeeding days, looking for employment at my 
trade ; but though I found several shops where the masters 
would have been willing to employ me if I had been able to 
show that I had served an apprenticeship, I soon found that 
without that, I had no chance. It was in vain that I offered 
to work for half wages, it was quite against the rules of the 
trade, and though tall and stout of my age, any person might 
see I was too young to haw served an apprenticeship; in fact 
I believe moat of them guessed the true state of the case, that 
I was only a runaway boy. This was a serious disappoint- 
ment to my hopes ; however, partly through pride, and 
partly through a dread of the punisliment I would receive iit 
all i)robability from my father if I returned, I determined to 
Btay iiway imtil reduced fo the last rxtremify. In tho mean- 
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time I resolved to try the country towns, thinking' it possihle 
that by jobbing, and showing my abihty to work- together 
with ofl'ering to work for low wages, I might eventually, per 
haps, succeed in finding permanent employment Flattering 
myself with this idea, I started for the country. I travelled 
through several counties on foot, sometimes getting a few 
days' work in one town, and then compelled to set off to ano- 
ther to look for fiiBsh employment. During this period I 
often dined off beans, or turnips, in the fields, and very glad 
I was to get them too ; and I have several times been glad 
to' find a bed in some convenient hayiick. At length one 
evening I was standing at a toll bridge, fairlj" beaten up ; 
starved with hunger, lired, and footsore. To make matters 
worse, the churlish tollman, cursing my impudence in at^ 
f«mpting to set up a plea of poverty to induce him to let me 
pass free, threatened to set his dog on me if I did not take 
myself off the same way I came. " Friend, thou art sparing 
in good deeds, and liberal in thy use of bad words, I fear," 
said a mild vAice a short distance behind ine, and turning 
round I saw a good-natured looking gentleman, in the broad 
brimmed hat and plain coat of the Quaker. The tollman 
became very suddenly red in the face at this address, not 
having observed the approach of tlie old gentleman, who 
probably had some control over him in his situation, as I saw 
him talking to him for some time in a tone of rebuke. On 
going away he motioned me to follow, which I was not slow 
to do, you may be sure, especially as upon glancing at the 
tollman I saw he did not consider himself much obliged to 
me for the lecture he had just received from the Quaker. 

The old gentieman, who though stout and healthy looking, 
and of a cheerful and ruddy complexion, was, I should think, 
close upon sixty years of age, waited until I came up to him, 
when he began to ask a few questions relating to my pre^ 
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K'jit (Miiditioi:, and liow 1 came to be travulling in that 
destitute maaaor. I told him I had been (ravelling and 
looking for employment ss a carver and gilder, mentioning 
some of the towns at ivhich I had found a job, but that not 
being able to find permanent employment in the comitry, I 
was making mj way ba«k to PortsmoutL Bat he was not 
satisfied with this statement apparently, which I imagined 
lie suspected left the main point untold, and continued to 
question me, until I became fairly puzzled, and involved in 
several contradictions. You will think it strange that a big 
lad of seventeen shouJd begin to cry at an old fellow asking 
him a few simple questions, but such was the case though. 
It is now six years ago, and I recollect it as if it were yester- 
day ;^ it is strange how easily the head pumps are set a-going 
sometimes. The kind and benevolent tones of the old 
gentleman as he questioned me, mingled with a feeling of 
shame at the incoherence of my replies, fairly overcame me ; 
at the same time I was weak, and probably hysterical, from 
a long abstinence from food, and so sitting down by the 
roadside I hid my face in my hands, and bluhbej;ed like a 
big schoolboy after a whipping. 

On recovering, I found the old gentleman was still along- 
side, evidently resolved to keep me in tow. "Come, my 
lad," said he, when I had got up on my feet, " thou art tired 
and footsore, my house is not far ofij come along wife me 
and thou mayest have thy feet washed, a supper, and a bed, 
and if thee doesn't like to tell thy story I shall not ask thee." 
Rousing myself up, and feeling ashamed at the false state- 
ments in which I had been detected, and which had led to 
the singular childish symptoms I had exhibited, while travel- 
ling along the road, I gave him a true and succinct relation 
of my circumstances, and my reason for quitting home. 
When I had concluded, he said he thought ho could give 
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me some einpioyiBunt that would occupy me a fcw days, 
and during that timo my feet would recover, and ho would 
think of some adrice that might be useful to me, 

Weioon arrived at the old gentleman's house, a genteel 
cottage a little off the highway, with a fine ornamented 
lawn in front, and a spacious garden in rear. His- wife, a 
fine, cheerful, quiet looking old lady, came to the gate to 
meet him. He told her in a few words the circumstance 
under which he had found me, and it was speedily evident 
by he* actions, that she rejoiced at the opportunity of exer- 
cising her benevolence. An abundant supply of warm 
water, with soap and towel, were speedily at my disposal, 
and having washed my feet, I was furnished with clean 
stockings and slippers, I then partook of an excellent 
supper, to which I did ample justice, and soon afterwards was 
shown to a good bed. I was treated with unvarying kind- 
ness while I remained with these excellent people, a period of. 
eight days, during which I cleaned, and freshly gilded, tte 
frames of a number of pictures belonging to them. I 
received much excellent advice from them both, and the old 
gentleman, to whom I had faithfully promised to proceed 
home, gave me a letter addressed to my father, and two sove- 
reigns, on the morning I left. I had not earned mote than 
half tJie sum, but I knew he calculated on paying my coach 
fare to London in tliis manner, and 1 would have pained him 
by refiising it. Having bid my kind and benevolent friends a 
sincere farewell, I travelled to the next town, which was 
only a few miles off, and there took the st^ge coach to 
Portsmouth. But though I had promised to go h me, when 
staying with the worthy Quakers, and intended it also ^ 
believe, now wlien away from their inlluencp, the ola 
motives of pride and fear were in full operation agam , and 
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before I arrived at Portsmouth, I had resolved to enter a 
man-of-war. 

Accordingly, to make'a long story short, I entered as a 
boy on hoard the frigate Blazer, at that time fitting out for a 
three years' cruise on the coast of Afiica. I cannot '^ay that 
I expected to lead a very easy or ple'i'iffit life wh^n I enter 
ed Her Majesty's service ; it need not surprise jou tlwrefore 
to learn, that for some time after I joined, having sufi-ered i 
good deal from sea-sickness, is wo encountered -several htifl 
gales before leaving Splthead, I felt my bitterest anticipations 
of the discomfort of a sea life fully realized. 

Wo lay for a fortnight at Spithead, dunng ivhich time we 
were occupied chiefly in getting m stores and provision'- A 
few days before sailing, our ciffam came on boird, and 
having mustered the men, he read the commiasic n ippoint 
ing him to the command of the ing-%i^ When he h-id done 
reading, a few of the men were commencing fo cheer. 

" ^°^^ 7°^"' d d jaw," he shouted in the voice of a 

Stentor. " Now men, mind what I say fo you, I will have 
no cheering in this ship without my orders. If you should 
have the luck to board an enemy's vessel, you may cheer 
bfce devils the moment you set foot on her decks, but not a 
moment, before.^ When you are paid off and ashore, too, 
after our cruise is over, I have no objection to your cheering 
38^ much as you think proper ; but while-on board this ship, 
mind I wish you to recollect it^no cheering if you please, 
except at an order from me. As you are all here I will takJ 
ih^ liberty of making a few remarks which may save some 
misunderstanding in fiiture. We sail in a few days for the 
coast of Africa, I have taken the command, and as all reports 
will henceforth be forwarded to me, I hope that all irregula- 
rities of conduct will immediately cease. I am exceedingly 



by Google 



14 ADVEHTURSS OF A SOLDIER IS MEXICO. 

averse to corporal pimishment, but, liowcvar painful to my 
feeEnga, there aie some ciimes for wliicli I feci tliat I shall 
be compelled to awwd it if distinctly proved ; these are 
dninteimess, disrespect lo officers, and disobedience of orders. 
I will he happy to reader you every indulgence in my power 
while you ai'e under my command, and shall use eveiy means 
to make you as comfortable as possible ; which I trust you on 
your part will do your endeavour to merit. Now, my lads, 
you may go." 

Such was the address of our captain, who did not seem to 
be known to many of the crew except by hearsay, which 
gave bim tie name of a " bit of a sharper," or, in other 
words, a strict disciplinarian. The short speech he had just 
delivered, which was fteely commented upon, I could plainly 
see had lowered him a few pegs in the estimation of the 

men, and especially among the old tars. " O, d all 

such canting humbug about painful to his feelings, and 
'compelled to award it.' "Wby the deuce didn't he tell the 
brats of middies, when they wanted a man flogged, just to 
report him sulky, or worse for liquor, and he would order 
him two dozen," grumbled an old veteran, as a few of them 
sat discussing the subject on the evening watcb. " For my 
part," he continued, " I never knew one of your very feelmg 
gentlemen but what was devilish good at making a poor 
fellow's back feel." " The very blessed same remark I made 
to Sammy here as we came aft," responded another old tar. 
" What's the use of trying to come to windward of an old 
s^lor in thai way ; why don't he out with it in plain English, 
somewhcres in thb fashion :-My lads, I have always been 
in the habit of seeing plenty of flogging, which I thmk a 
good custom, and means to keep it up." 

I must confess that I thought tiiese old tars a eomp ete 
set of croakers, not being able to perceive anytbmg m the 



by Google 



speccli to call for such illibei'al construction, and severe 
animadversion. In fact, for my own pait, I had considered 
the speech most admirable, both in matter sod manner. But 
a few months on board fully verified the correctness of their 
prognostication, which I found had been tie sound deduction 
of observation and experience. The fact of the case is, that 
if a captain is an enemy to flo^ng he strihes it altogether 
from his catalogue of punishments; and therefore never 
makes allusion to it when addressing his men, any more than 
if he waa not aware of its existence. There are a number of 
captains in the British service, who have abolished flogging 
within their own jurisdiction, as effectually to all intents and 
purposes, as if it had been done by act of parliament. And 
this also, very much to the improvement of the discipline of 
their respective crews ; and thus practically giving the lie to 
those who insist upon the necessity for the continuation of 
this degrading punishment. But our captain waa none of 
these, and the cat was by far too often in the boatswain's 
hands. A person who has never been at sea in a man-of- 
war, with a captain who has* got the idea that flogging is 
necessary for the maintenance of discipline, would not believe 
the extent to which this punishment is administered in some 
vessels. I believe that during the first six months that I was 
aboard, nearly one half of our ship's crew had received a 
flo^ng. The merest trifle, a pair of trousere not perfectly 
clean, or having a grease spot on them at a Sunday's muster, 
or an article accidentally left out of the clothes bag, when 
the vessel v/aa inspected by the ofScers of the watch, was 
quite sufficient to qualify a man of even good character to 
receive this disgraceful punishment The boys were not 
stripped and flowed with the oats, except in extraordinaiy 
cases, but when found fault with by an ofiicer, the boatswain 
wa« instructed to give them a taste of discipline. This con- 
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siated in a piece of tiiree quarter inch rope witli a knot at 
the end, called a colt, which the boatswain cai-riea in his 
pocket, being smartly apphed to the back and Bhoulders in a 
series of successive jerks ; aa exhibition highly amusing to 
the spectator, but producing the most startling effect upon 
the recipients, whom it causes to throw themselves into the 
strangest contortions and grotesque antics imaginable. I 
sometimes bad a taste of this discipline, and must say that I 
did not find it much calculated to increase my liking for the 
sea service. 

There was a bag kept by the boatswain on board the 
Blazer, which was called " tiie boatswain's save all," by the 
sailors. In it were carefully stowed by the boatswain, all 
the clothes found between decks which were left out of their 
owners' clothes-bags, when the decks were inspected by tlie 
officers of the wat<Jh, Once a week, at a stated hour, tlie 
clothes were turned out of the bag, the officer of the watch . 
standing by to see who claimed them, as the party so claim- 
ing was marked down for a dozen lashes for each ai'ticle ; 
which he received at the regular punishment hour next 
morning. Teiy few of thise articles were claimed of 
course, most of the men preferring to lose the article, even 
though compelled to go to the purser and draw a new one, 
being in this case a viitnal fine equivalent to the value of 
the article, which was charged against their wages in the 
purser's books. But we had several old salts aboard who 
never paid the purser for an article of clothing while on the 
cruise. One of these, when he saw an article of clothing 
produced from the bag, which he considered worth taking a 
dozen for, deliberately walked up, and picking up the article 
— shirt, trousers, or whatever it might be, he would begin to 

apostrophise it as that d -i unlucky shirt, or jacket, that 

was always getting him into a scrape. The officer of the 
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watch wlio wouid know the old Mhw to he 3 regular 
customer on these occasions, snaihng at the nise, would 
mark him down for his dozen ; and careless of tlie jssfs of 
hia comrades, flie old tar marched off with his trophy. Tlio 
imclaimed goods were thrown overboard. 

There was a young hoy of the name of Billings, who diod 
on board the Blazer when we had been about eight months 
out, and who all hands agreed in tJiinMng fell a victim lo a 
flogging whieb he received on board. He was no great 
favourite in the ship, yet on account of his youth everybody 
seemed to pity him ; for strange to say, old fellows who are 
careless of a flogging in their own persons, often show sym- 
pathy for others whose spirits tliey see broken down under 
the agony of shame caused -by tbe degradation of the 
punishment. BiHings was a remarkably clever aud hand- 
some boy, about sixteen or seventeen years of age, rather 
delicate In his appearance, and exceedingly proud-spiri'^d 
and fiery in his temper. It was supposed that he had run 
away from home, and that his people were in better circiun- 
stances than common ; but he was very reserved in his 
communications, and never made a confidant of any person 
until near his death ; when be told the doctor, who had 
been very kind to him, something which he wished him 
to write to his mother who lived at Biistol. The doctor 
tried to persuade him that he would iiv% to go home and see 
her himself, but nothing would content him, until the doctor 
had taken down whit ho wished him to write, together with 
hia mother's address, m a memorandum book Shortly 
after, the captain oame down with the doctor to see the lov 
The capt'iln spoke \ery kmlly to him in! asked him if 
he would like sfme wine A tear rolled over the iiasted 
cheek of poor Pilhogs, as he whispered something into tht, 
eir ot tlie captain, who seeing hs lips mo\e, stooptd ft 
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hear him. I was attending on Mm that moming, as we 
toot it in tuma, hut although standing pretty near, I could 
not hear a word of what he said to the captain. "Whatever 
it was, it seemed to affect him a good deal. He told Bil- 
lings to keep up his spirits, that he would send him some 
■wine, and if there was anything on lioard that' he would like 
to eat, if the doctor permitted, he would order the steward 
to hring it to him. After that, wine, and everytliing that 
was supposed to he good for him, was sent from the captain's 
tahie ; hut it was all of no use, the poor fellow died a few 
days afterwards. He had heen flogged about a month pre- 
viously, for calling a midshipman who was heating him with 
a rope's end, a bastard ; since which time he had done no 
duty, and constantly complained of a paio in his chest. Some 
of the old sailors said they had seen cases of the same sort 
before, that it fi'equently happened to boys through llogging, 
Mi.l that the boy Billings died heart-broken. A few days' 
conlnement on bread and water would have heen a far bet- 
ter punishment for this boy's offence, while the midshipman 
who had caused this hi-each of discipline, by striking hin>, 
(contrary to all good discipline, and the regulations of the 
service,) might have been put under arrest for some time to 
show the captain's displeasure at his conduct. "Whether the 
death of thia boy caused the alteration or not I cannot say, 
but certainly the punishment of flowing was not of such fi'e- 
quent occurrence for some time subsequently. 

It is a strange fact that a considerable portion of the 
Sfulors, and more especially that portion who oftenest suffer 
Ijie infliction, beheve that the service would be ruined if the 
custom of flogging wei-e abolish«l in the navy. But even 
among the most bigoted tars of the old school, this opinion 
is fest wearing out, and the time must soon come when the 
cat will be consigned to the lockei' of Davy Jones, in place 
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of that of the boatswain ; and only be recollected as one of 
the instruraents of torture used in the barbarous ages. 

After cruising two weary years on the most monotonoits 
and unhealthy station that ever a man-of-war had the ill-Iiick 
to be sent to, during which we lost a number of our best 
hands from fever, and made prize of two slave vessels, we 
received orders to proceed to the Pacific. This was good 
news to all, especially to those poor felloivs who were sick 
when the order arrived, and who soon felt the beucfit of a 
change of scene and climate. For my omi part I was de- 
lighted mth the appearance of those enchanting islands 
of which I had often read when a young boy with so much 
relish, and Taiili and a number of others, seemed like scenes 
which I recolleefed having visited in dreams. We some- 
times spent eight or fen days in the harbour of one of them 
while we refitted, and took in fresh water, iruits, vegetables, 
and other supplies, and during these periods, parties of us 
were pennitted to go ashore. I had now learned my duty 
aa a sailor pretty well, and consequently felt a little more 
reconciled to my situation than when I first entered the 
Blazer. Indeed, were it not for the perpetual dread of the 
petty tyranny, which his officer may exert over him at any 
time, for &ults real or imaginary, and of which no sailor 
serving in a vessel wh^re flogging is customary, can ever 
wholly divest himself, a sailor on board a man-of-war would 
not have a had time. For my own part I had.hegun to form 
such a liking for the service, while cruising in these delicious 
latitudes, that, but for the slight drawback just mentioned, I 
believe I would have entered at the expiration of my time, 
for another three years' cruise in one of Her Majesty's ships, 
in which case you would have been spared this long yam. 

During our cruise here, we sometimes overhauled a 
whaler, and on ^veral of these occasions, a sailor or two, on 
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the plea of ill-usage, v( lujiteered to enter our vessel, lliese 
we always accepted when sufficient cause of complaint could , 
be shown, the captains of many of those whalers being most 
tyrannical scoundrels, and using their men in a most brutaJ 
and cruel manner in many instances. When such is the 
case, the means of redress in the hands of the sailor are 
as follows : Wheneyer a man-of-war approaches near enough 
to render the signal distinct, a red or bine shirt is fastened 
to some conspicuous part of tlie rigging of the whaler, 
where it cannot remain a dozen seconds until it is observed 
by some one on board of the man-of-war, and is reported to 
the officer of the watch. The result of the manauvre is, 
that in a very short space of time, an officer from the man- 
of-war, having been on board of the whaler makmg inquiry 
into the state of affiiirs there, vetams ivith captain, com- 
plainants, and witnesses, who are speedily standing on the 
quarter-deck of Her Majesty's ship. The captain of thiS 
man-of-war, having listened to the complaint, the defence, 
and the witnesses pro and cm,, gives a prompt decision on 
the case, from whicli there is no appeal, Tlie complaints 
usually consist of having been brutaDy beaten by the captain 
or mate, of insufficiency of food, or food of bad quality. 
They are seldom made without good foundation, and are 
mostly easily substantiated, as witnesses i^inst the captain 
may volunteer into the man-of-war, as well as the complain- 
ant. The proof of ill-usage by striking is frequently easy, 
by the men showing the marks of wounds and recent bruises 
on their bodies. When bad food is complained o^ the pro- 
visions they have on board are examined, and when insuffi- 
ciency is the cause of complaint, the physical condition of the 
crew ofion affisrds confirmation or disproval of it. Summaiy, 
and promptly carried into execution, are the decisions of tiew 
floating courts of justice, being generally somewhat to the 
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following effect : " Captain, pay these men up to the present 
time, and send them aboard with their chests in less than 
half an hour." It is no use for the captain to say tliat ha 
has not got money to pay them ; if rooney cannot he found, 
goods will be seized to the amount required ; a few barrels 
of oil, for instance, have frequently been talten, and sold, 
when convenient, to pay the seamen's wages. 

I recollect seeing one of these cases decided in a manner 
that gave great satisfaetion to the beholders. A poor, half- 
starved looking object, reminding one of Smallbones, in Mar- 
ryatt's novel of Snarleyow, brought a complaint against his 
captain for beating him, and, as the boy said, making him 
afraid of his life, be«ides keeping him on short allowance of 
bad food. Hia statement was fully borne out by the evi- 
dence of several of the crew, besides the marks of bruises and 
ulcers on various parts of his body. The captain, a big, ill- 
looking scoundrel, " whose looks would have been enough to 
Lang him with any honest jurj as an old tar remarked 
Beemcd quite careless of refuting the evidence which exhi 
bited a case of monstrous injustice and i_ruelty Our cip 
tain, having heard the case crlered the eiptam of the 
whaler to go atoai-d with SmiUbones and "see that he font 1 
all his property, and afterwards bring him on board of the 
Blazer and pay Irim Ms wages in his piesence The if tin 
and Smallbones having come ab ird ind the litt r hiimg 
received the wages due to h n tlie captain of the wl al r 
thinking tte case over, was for proceeding imme lutelj to 
his own vessel, when he was told by our ciptim t it p a 
few minutes, as he was not quite done with him yet In the 
meantime our boatswain had Veen dispatched f r tho cat*! 
and having returned in a few minutes with a bagful of these 
implements, amidst the giins and ill ccn etle 1 g^e cf t^he 
crew of the Blazer, who thoi ^ht t a ifittl j ke to s e i 
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ekipper get hia back pickled, the captain of the whaler was 
ordered to strip. He appeared to hesitate at iiret for a 
minute or so, probably thinking it might he a mistake or a 
joke, but on our captain calling out to him, to strip aad he 

i -d, or it would he worse for him, he saw resistance or 

delay would be useless, and began verj' deliberately to take 
off his coat and shirt. Ho was then tied up to a gun, and 
received three dozen on the bare back, which the boatswain 
seemed to give can amore, having selected the thieves' cat 
for the purpose, a heavier sort than Hiose in common use. 
On his going over the ship's side to go to his own vessel, " a 
sadder and wiser man" than wiien lie came aboard, our cap- 
tain hoped he would not let him catch him in a similar 
scrape again, or he would give him a double dose of the 
same physic. This was the only case in which I saw the 
captain of one of these vessels flogged, and I thought our 
captain must have greatly exceeded his powers by the pro- 
ceeding; but I was told by some of the old hands that it was 
not at all uncommon, and that they had often witnessed 
similar occuirerices. For my own part I must say that I 
highly admired this simple and primitive mode of adminis- 
tering justice^ and could scarce help thinking that the good 
old plan of the commander of the Faithful, Haroun AlrascHd 
of glorious memory, sometimes possessed its advantages. 

Notwithstanding the delights of this enchanting region, 
few of our men were sorry, when, our three years having 
nearly expired, we were ordered home ; at least if one might 
judge from the appearance of the crew, wio, when the news 
was communicated, seemed all aa happy as if they were 
going ashore on a day's leave, or had just been ordered a 
double allowance of grog. We soon reached the Cape of 
Good Hope, but on aniving there, we found that a rebellion 
had broken out among the Dutch boors ; and that this would 
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oceiision our being sent up the coast a day or two's sail, t<> 
the rehef of a small body of soldiers who were hemmed in by 
a large force of the rebels. These soldiers had been sent to 
quell the insurrection, but the force they had taken was too 
small : they had been surrounded by overwhelming numbers, 
and compelled to construct a temporary breastwork, which 
they had gallantly resolved to defend until the last extremity. 
On sailing to the bay where we were to land, we saw. that 
the rebels had made an attempt to fortify the harbour, 
having mounted a few guns on a height near i^ entrance. 
Our captMn, either from a desire to spare an effusion of 
blood, or because he had received instructions to that effect, 
sent a Heutenant ashore in the barge with a white fiag, to 
try and persuade them to listen to reason. But clemency 
was thrown away upon the sbipid boors, who would not 
allow the boat to land, and fired several shots at it from the 
gunsof tlie fort; on seeing which the lieutenant returned to 
the vesseL 

We now rau in until within a mile or so of the fort and 
dropped anchor, receiving meanwhile a brisk fire from their 
batteries, but which from their ignorance of gunnery did ns 
no damage. Before opening our fire, however, a chance 
shot of theirs killed two of our men, and wounded three 
more, putting all ideas of lenity to the scoundrels out of the 
captain's head, and he immediately gave the command to 
commence firing. A tremendous fire was now opened from 
our vessel upon tiie fort, which never fired another shot in 
return, in a few minutes its only occupants being the 
wounded, the dying, and the dead. The temporary fortifi- 
cation they had been occupying was situated on a promon- 
tory, between which and the wooded country behind, there 
w^ a sandy neck or isthmus, which was completely exposed 
to our fire, and over which the enemy had to pass in retreat- 
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ing to the countiy. In a few minutes after our firing coiti- 
nienced, seeing it was not returned, our captain ordered us 
to cease firing ; wlien we could see a crowd of several thou- 
sands running in a state of the utmost confusion across the 
kihmus. Two or three gnus were directed and fired among 
them d 'n d df 1 tion, when the captain ordered 

the fi n t n k ng that the poor devils wonld 

ha h d n 1 t t Our marines and sailors armed 
with nu k ^ and utla were now landed, when we 
found ml d d f i. lied and wounded, in and around 
the f rt p nt D tl n ost shocking spectacle I ever 
beheld. Our surgeon and liis mates set to work on the 
wounded, and spent a few hours in zealously trying to repair 
those injuries, whieh we had as zealously tried to inflict a 
short time previous. 

Having ascertained that the party of soldiers who were 
about eight miles in the interior, still held out, one of the 
most slightly wounded having had his wound dressed, was 
placed on a mule led by one of our men, to conduct us to 
the place. On arriving, we fonnd that the siege had been 
raised that mommg, the insurgents having left in great 
panic on seeing the flight of the routed party, who had 
scattered in all directions. The soldiere were in a pitiable 
condition, having been in a state of starvation for the last 
two or three days. They had been closely besieged eight 
days, and their position frequently assaulted, but they had 
always repulsed the enemy with great loss. In fact they 
had killed so many of the assailants, that they had resolved 
rather to die of starvation than surrender, as they felt certain 
of being tilled by the enemy in revenge for the loss caused 
by their obstinate resistance. Many of them were so weak 
that we had to take spell about of carrying f rem in litters, 
which we made of the branches of trees ; and it ' ook us all t!i «( 
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day and part of tlie next to bring them aboard. After 
Laving destroyed and dismounted the guns at tie fort, we 
sailed for Cape Town, and having put the soldiers ashoi-o 
there, we proceeded on our homeward voyage. In less than 
two months after this wo were paid off at Portsmouth, when 
I received fifty sovereigns as my three years' pay and share 
of prize money. I bought a decent suit of clothes and pro- 
ceeded to London. On arriving there, I learned that my 
father was dead, my sister had married and gone with her 
husband to America, and my step-mother and her family 
Lad gone into the country to live with some of her friends. 
I came out to New York, where I found employment easily 
enough at my trade, and whore, if I had not been a bit of a 
fool, I should atiil be, I believe. Such are a few of the events 
in- the esperienee of my comrade, Bill N itt. 
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CEAPTER VII. 

Land in sight — Penaacola Bay — Fort Pickeiia — Roagli loilglHga — 
Smuggling WhiEkcj— A Carouai^. 

The captain of the Albatross had brought his wife along 
with him ; he was an excellent sailor, all the men said, but 
Lad the prevalent fault of sea captains, he was a little fiery 
in his temper ; which the presence of his wife it is likely 
would help to moderate. Be that, however, as it may, it is 
certain that her excellent and remarkable sailor-like qualifi- 
cations made her the admiration of all on board, as, so ihr 
from being afraid, she seemed rather to enjoy the excitement 
caused by the appearance of a squall, which at that 
season of the year in these latitudes, are often anything 
the reverse of fcafe or pleasant On a stormy and disagreea- 
ble night when the captain considered it to be his duty to 
be upon deot, there was she to be seen along with him ; either 
'sitting alongside of her husband in front of the cabin beside 
the wheel, or pacing backwards and forwards on the quarter- 
deck, now and again taking a knowing squint at the rigging 
or the horizon, and aJion as abstracted seemingly, as if rumi- 
nating on some deep problem in navigation. The sailors 
declared tliat she could navigate a vessel as well as any 
captain that ever stept in shoe leather. There might be 
some exa^eration in that statement, however ; and perhaps 
they magnified her powers of managing the ship, ftom some- 
times witnessing the apparent ease with which she occasion- 
ally succe&iled in managing tJie captain when carried away 
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by those hurricanes of passion wliieh now and then seizei.1 
him. Still if she had studied navigation I see nothing to 
hinder her from being an expert navigator, as she certainly 
would have shown no lack of intrepidity. 

After a prosperous voyage of sixteen days, the low sandy 
coast of Florida became distinctly visible. The first appear- 
ance of laBd on approaching Pensaeola is very singular. 
Long bright lines of silvery white, crowned with a niaiss of 
dark greea vegetation, stretched far athwart the blue horizon, 
suggesting the idea of a strong surf everywhere rolling in 
upon the shore. On a near approach we discover that which 
we thought surf is the beach, the sand of which here is as 
pure and white as drifted snow, which it exactly resembles 
at a distance. The bright and varied hues of the water, 
from dark blue or green to the lighter shades of these 
colours, which the sea presents as we close on the land, fJie 
dazzling whif« of the sandy shore, and the heavy masses of the 
dark green pines, strongly relieved against the clear blue sky, 
impart a unique, and at the same time a. highly picturesque 
appearance to the bay of Pensaeola. 

Fort Pickens, where we were lo l-md two companies, to 
one ot which Ijbelonged, la bmlt on the point of j, bw sandy 
tongue of land, and together with Barrancas and Munroe, 
the two torts opposite, where our other two companies were 
to be stationed, complctily commands the entiance ot the 
bay As the wat^r wis deep enough to idmit of vessels 
coming dose to the wharf rt Fort Pitkens, the Albitross 
wa'! hauled close up and firmly mcored It was neir rue. 
set when we arrived at the fort, and only a few of the old 
Holdiers who expected to meet friends nnd comrades in the 
cimpany stationed there, went astore and also the whole of 
the officers who ot course preferred (the luckj dogs) a good 
dmner, md a jj^nl night ashore, to l^eing cjoped upm a 
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sliip. Early next morning wo discmbarted, and after placing 
our arms, equipments, and personal effects in our quai'ters, 
whicli were only distant a few hundred yards from the 
wliarfi wo were employed for the remainder of tlie day in 
bringing the re^mental pro^wrty ashore. 

The numerous uncomfortable circumstances from which 
soldiers usually suffer during a removal, and more especially 
in the United States serrice, where the idea of having quar- 
ters comfortably arranged for the soldier's reception, on his 
arrival at a new station, is seldom thought of, ia the cause 
of a great deal of tie druniennesa that commonly prevails 
upon these occasions. The first object of most soldiers upon 
entering a new garrison is to discover where liquoc can be 
procured ; neither is this, in spite of all penalties enforced 
and precautions taken, ever a matter of difficult accomplish- 
ment ; for according to the amount of the prohibition and 
restriction, so is the amount of bounty on the smuggling of 
the article. At Fort Pickens, for instance, when we landed, 
whiskey was sold at a dollar a bottle, an advance of nine 
hundred per cent, upon what it cost at Barrancas on the 
other side of the bay. Having once discovered a sly grog 
shop, the intelligence soon spreads, and in a very short period 
intflxication in every progressive stage, and producing every 
variety of eflect, is the order of the day, and sobriety only 
the remarkable exception. In these saturnalia of course a 
few figbts occasionally take place, and individuals of pugna- 
cious propensities usually find " ample room and verge 
enough " for their exercise, an excellent field here offering 
for the display of what is fancifully termed the science. 

On the present occasion, the appearance of our quarters 
at Fort Pickens was just the sort of thing to justify or en- 
courage this predisposition to drown care, and the idea of the 
ble and uncomfortable, in a bumper. They con- 
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Bjsted of a large bomb-proof ci^emate, exueedingly dh-ty^ 
having been occupied up to the day of our arrival by a party 
of BCgroes, wlio were employed in making repaire on the 
fort and garrison- There was not a particle of furniture of 
any description ia this room ; the floor, which was composed 
of bricks, was covered with mud and wood ashes, aa the 
negroes had kept a fire burning on the floor to keep the mos- 
quitoes away ; notwithstanding this, they were still plentitul 
here, though the cold weather was setting in. The ashes 
had been allowed to accumulate on the floor, which wa'. al&o 
additionally garnished and ornamented with skins of j ams, 
fish hones, dried peppers, and other tropical litter of a lazy 
negro's hut, giving it much the appearance of a tolerably 
dry dunghill. Hutt and I swept a comer of this miserable 
den, and having, on a search round the garrison, procured a 
few boards, on these we spread our blankets, and thus pre- 
pared our bed for the night ; the absence of a mattress was 
not of great importance, as we had been accustomed to dis- 
pense with that needless luxury while on board ship. In the 
American, service by the bye, soldiers always lie on the boards 
when on board ship ; in the British service, where the health 
and comfort of a soldier are objects of study and solicitude, 
a different custom prevails ; a clean blanket and mattress 
being issued to the soldier on his going on boaid, and taken 
into store when he leaves the vessel. However, my comrade 
Bill Nutt and I congratulated ourselves on our good fortune 
in having procured the hoards to lie upon, as the majority 
seemed to have no alternative but to sit, stand, or lie down 
on the brick floor, cold, damp, and dirty as it was, and at the 
imminent risk of catcliing a cold, or a touch of rheumatisin. 
Under these eircurostanees, it need excite no extravagant 
surprise, that whiskey, when it could l^e procured, was 
speedily had recourse to, as a cure for all those discomfortA 
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and annoyances from which there seemed no other mode of 
escape. Such, at all events, was tlie practiee of most of our 
inen on this evening ; and such seemed to he the course de- 
cided on hy a party of honest fellows belon^ng to tho com- 
pany, who, on their Vay out, stopped to ask Nutt and me to 
go along r/ith them. As neither of us were teetotallers, and 
as we lelt rather fatigued with our day's work, carrying 
hoxe'^ lip from the wharf, we could ofter no reasonable ohjec- 
ti'^n to the proposal : so accepting the invitation, we were 
soon on our way to the place where the whiskey was sold. 
This illicit traffic was carried on by the blacks, at the time 
employed in the repaid of the fort. These blacks were 
slaves, and hired out by their ownere to government; some 
of them had been taught the trade of bricklaying, and their 
owners received upwards of twenty dollars a month for their 
labor, after deducting the cost of the slave's living. One of 
these slaves could not have been purchased under a thou- 
sand dollars ; they were young, healthy, and intelligent-look- 
ing negroes, speaking remarkably good English with great 
fluency, better than most of the soldiers in the fori They had 
an abundant supply of the com whiskey used in the States, 
a coarse liquor, unpleasant in taate, and intoxicating in the 
proportion of about two bottles to one of the low priced 
Irish or Scotch whiskey. This whiskey is sold in New York, 
New Orleans, and most largo cities of the Union at twenty 
cents a gallon, and could be obtMued on the opposite side 
of the bay, at Barrancas, where these negroes bought it, at 
iifty cents a gallon. They retailed it at a dollar a bottle, or 
five dollars a gallon, clearing the very moderate profit of 
nine hundred per cent on their business, but they in- 
curred the risk of a severe flogging if detected selling liquor 
to soldiers. One of our party having gone up to the window 
of one ff the huts in which these black fellows live<t, speed- 



by GoOg I C 



ily retuiifl i th i<.m 1 ttks ut wIubLpj "Viith tbete, 
having adjmrnpii to i eoniement distance to permit our 
indulg ng iii free discourse witliout an} risk of being dis 
turbed we sat down tn the sind dnl pa'ising the bottle 
round we dr-jnk in tmc^i^ion ■with ut the u lIl^s accom 
pamment of ghe.sea 
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It was a beauti:ii! calm evening, and the stars were shining 
with the lustroiffi brilliancy peculiar to tropical skies, the 
atmosphere was delicionsly warm, without feeling in the least 
oppressive, the breeze being just enough to moderate the 
heat, and keep the mosquitoes at their proper distance. Our 
party was comfortably reclining on a sandbank facing the 
bay, whose murmuring waves rippled within twenty or thirty 
yards of our resting-place; alt seemed to enjoy the scene, 
and all agreed in declaring the whiskey, which circulated 
with astonishing lapidity, to be a very good article. We 
were soon, thanks to the whiskey, in a philosophic and good- 
humoured disposition, and quite ready to laugh at aU the 
petty 'miseries and annoyances of human life, as a very good 
sort of joke, and one not in the slightest degree interfering 
with our present delightfiil entertainment. One of the party, 
named Davis, being of a speculative turn, favoured us 
with a short diesertalion on the excessive absurdity of the 
common opinion, that there ever could be such a quality in 
existence as positive good or evil, these terms being converti- 
ble or comparative. This position he proceeded to illustrate 
in a manner which I have no doubt would have been highly 
satisfactory and ingenious, when ho was requested to " cut it 
short," by Bob Madden, a man of a practical turn, who wished 
to favour the company by sin^ng the " Cruiskeen Lawn." 
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Tina li.nng been mg aoeoriingly, ,nd dnlj clora.sed, 
dnntinj;, .moting, singing, joking, and haghing, pas««i th« 
time nnlil near tattoo, by wliiclt time m had got pretty deep 
into the third bottle, and began to thinli of retiring Unfor- 
tunately, however, for the harmonions ending of what had 
been „ well begun, the whinkey now began to show aime 
of It. usual elfecte, by produeing a strong inelination for 
eshihifing, and 

"Eaoli. formadnesB ruled thehour, 
Weuid prove his own eipresBive power." 

Davis lectured with much apparent earnestness of manner and 
animation, on what I behove he called " The Politiml Polio, 
of the fnviam;' to several of the party, who were strain- 
ing thoir energies in a vain attempt to follow the tropes and 
hgures of hi. rhetoric. Bob Madden, who hated long speeches, 
as he hated an unfilled can, bawled at the highest pilch of 
his voice, «Cea», rude Borea., blustering railer," which 
Davi., eonsttuing into a designed intention of insult and 
interruption, became perfectly savage, and declared hi. inten- 
tion of taking it out of Boh, by pitehing into him At tli, 
stage of the proceedings, the officer of the daj, who had 
heard the noise our party had been making for some lime 
previous, dispatched a corporal and a file of the ^uaid to 
convey us prisoners to the guard-house. Nuft, who was 
generally upon tlie alert, and who had been loolnn'g for some 
siioh interruption, gave us the hint just in time, and w, started 
to our feet and r«i, with the guard in cha«j. But on thest 
occasions the gu»-d is seldom amtious lo make prisoncBi 



and omj that one of the party, named Dymond, happened to 
fal. and, get stunned, so that he could not run, there would 
have been no pr' 
the guard-hoiL'^e. 



have been no prisoners made. As it was, he was ^1167^ 
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TJiilu(^kiiy for the prisoner, the officer of llie day liad 
followed tlie party of the guard Limself, and observing the 
bottles, whidi, in our hurried retreat, we had left on the sand- 
hill, he picked them up, and found one of them full and 
another containing a portion of whiskey. The empty bottles, 
by " the scent of the whiskey that hung round them still," 
gave sufficient indication that they had been recently emptied 
of similar contents, and were the cause of the present fracas. 
The officer ordered the corporal of the guard to secure these 
bacchanalian trophies, and give them in charge to the ser- 
geant, and next morning he had them sent for and produced 
before the commanding officer, as a proof of the extent to 
which this illicit traffic in whiskey was carried on in the 
garrison. Dymond was tljen sent for, and questioned as to 
where he got the liquor, and the parties who were along with 
him. But neither threats nor promises could prevail on him 
to betray either the one or the other, and he was kept in 
confinement for nearly a month, during which time he was 
not forgotten by his comrades, but being considered a martyr 
to an honourable principle, was furnished with everything that 
was supposed likely to soften the rigour of confinement. As 
for the remainder of our convivial party, we answered our 
names at tattoo on going home that evening, after which wo 
went to sleep, and were never questioned about tlie matter. 

Such is a specimen of our proceedings on the firet night 
after landing at Fort Pickens, and such is the mode in which 
drinking is commonly practised in that service. A degrad- 
ing custom, producing habits of beastly intoxication, and 
having its origin in the erroneous manner in which soldiera 
are treated in that service, where a systematic conrse of pro- 
cedure, calculated to degrade a soldier, and annihilate his 
self-respect, seems to be in constant operation, If in place of 
prohibiting the soldier from ever going into a tavern, or tasting 
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si>.iits, imjer a regard, forsooth, for his morals, and a pretenco 
ot keopiag Mm sober, they ivere to make Mm a little more 
oomfoitaUe m hi. quarter^ thej would probaMy succeed a 
little better ia regulating the .oldier'a conduct. And iC, in 
addition, they were to ostabli.li, as in the British service, . 
tavern m every garrison, where riotous conduct or dnmken- 
ness would not be permitted, but where the soldier oonld sit 
down and enjoy himself in a moderate and rational manuor, 
I could safely venture to predict, that the pract n w p 
valent, of drinking out of bottles until beastly mt tin 
ensues, would cease to exist. 

On the second morning after our arrival we had u qua 
ters thoroughly cleaned, and wore supplied with b It al 
but we soon discovert that no cleaning would nd th 
quarters comfortable. Thoy were dark, damp nd badly 
yeutilated, the walls m rainy weather dripping with w t anl 
m the still, close evenings, they swarmed witii m q tie 
A good deal of sicknesa was complained of by the men, 
though the winter had sot in, which in the south is the 
loahliy period of the year, and He approach of which is 
welcomed as rordially by the whites, a« the summer is by the 
inhabitants of cold or temperate climates. This was com- 
monly altribuled to the badnes. of our quarters, and I have 
no doubt that was a principal cause ; still the change of cB- 
mato and water, and the careless and intemperate habits of a 
large proportion of the men, with Oio hardships and priva- 
tions of the voyage, might sufficiently account for much of tho 
disease prevalent, which consisted of fever and ague, colds 
rheumatism, and diarrhoia. Our sm'geon, who came over 
from Barrancas every morning to visit the sick, was rather 
an original and eccentric individual in his manner. When a 
patient described his malady and its symptoms, ho invaria- 
bly assured him that he need be under no apprehension or 
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alarm about it, as it was a mere trifle, and easily subdued by 
refusing to yield to it. He bad tbe same complaint himself 
he said, but luckily his duty compelled bim to move about, 
60 that be could not give way to disease, for want of time. 
As ho told every desuription of patient the identical same 
story, he became at last quite an object of curiosity ; for 
though of thin and spare babit, this victim, according to his 
own account, of the most comphcated variety of diseases that 
ever afflicted one popr individual at a time, was yet cheerful, 
active, aad vigorous. While giving bis patients medicine, it 
was his custom to inculcate strongly tbe advantages of absti- 
nence and exercise, ia the prevention and cure of disease ; be 
generally quoted hia own case as an example in point, some- 
times remarking that he would have been dead long ago, if 
he had not made a resolution not to die as long as he could 
help it. Our men gave him the sobriquet of Doctor Brown, 
from the resemblance which his advices bore to those given 
by Doctor Brown to his apprentice, in the song, tbe following 
distich of which was often sung in hia hearing as he passed 
through tbe barraek square, though if he perceived, he never 
took any notice of tbe allusion :— 

"He oftan says, with mucli elocution, 
Hard work, low diet, an^ a good resolution, 
Are the only thiogB for tLe oouEtitution. 

Oh I Doctor BrowB." 

Davis, who was fond of propounding theories on the perplex- 
ing and inexplicable, said he considered that tbe great variety 
vf diseases to which tbe doctor was subject was probably 
rather in his favour, as tbeir antagonistic properti^ by neu- 
tralising and counteracting each other's bad effects, might 
preserve a beneficial balance in the system, To which lucid 
explanation Bob Madden responded, by asking Davis if be 
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saw anjtMng jiarticukriy green about him, a remark which 
Davis of course considered beneath reply. 

Shortly after our arrival at Fort Pickens, at the sugges- 
tion of our officers, we subscribed a dollar apiece foe the 
purchase of a seine, by means of which we procured an abun- 
dant supply of fish, as the bay literally swarmed with them. 
We usually hauled the seine twice or thrice a week, pro- 
curing with ease a barrel or two of excellent fish, weighing 
from half a pound to three or four pounds each ; any of 
smaller size we threw into the sea again. The fish we prin- 
cipally caught were mullet, which are very delicious fish ; 
for four or five months during the winter, when they are in 
season, immense shoals of them Irequent the coast of Florida ; 
they feed on molluscs and arc never caught with bait, nei- 
ther are they ever found on the northern coast of America, 
Sheepshoad, another very excellent fiah which we commonly 
caught, has its name from the appearance of its mouth and 
teeth, which have a striking resemblance to those of a sheep. 
These last, with perch, cat-fish, trout, and various others, 
might easily be caught by iishing at the wharf with a line, but 
as the seine furnished a superabundant supply for the use of 
the gan'ison, fishing with the line was not much practised. 
There was one species of fish in the bay of Pensacola, how- 
ever, which we could have very gladly dispensed with ; these 
were sharks, which were both numerous, and of most incre- 
dible size and voracity. A short time before the arrival of 
our re^ment a sailor, who had fallen overboard from the 
rigging of a man-of-war lying at the Navy Yard, was almost 
instantly devoured by these ravenous monsters, in the sight of 
his horror-stricken shipmates, who could render him no 
assistance, so sudden was the catastrophe. The crew of tlie 
man-of-war, while they remained there, had waged an inces- 
sant war with the sharks, in revenge for the loss of their 
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uomrade ; and had killed a gfeat many, but witiiont having 
produc«d any apparent decrease iii theii' numbers. Tl»e oft'al 
winch is thrown overboard by the men-of-war, one or two of 
TfhoBi are constantly lying off the Navy Yard, is probably 
the cause of the presence of so many of these unwelcome 
visitors. One of our offic«rs, desiring to have a specimen of 
these sharks, employed the ordnance sergeant to catch one. 
Accordingly a stout shark's line was furnished for tho occa- 
sion, consisting of fifty or sixty fethoms of what would bo 
considered tolerably tliick rope for a horse halter. A shark's 
hook, consisting of three or four branching out of a single stalk, 
and about tlie size of butchers' hooks,attached to a stout iron 
chian, and baited with a four pound piece of pork, the whole 
being well festened to tho line, which was made fast to a 
mooring post oa the whar^ was thrown into the sea opposite 
the wharf. Tlie hne was left in charge of the sentry on the 
wharf, who had orders to send up word to the garrison as 
. soon as he perceived that a shark had taken the bait. But 
the sentry had neglected the order, and seeing the line tiglit 
he began to haul in upon it with all his miglit. The shark, 
taken by surprise at the novelty of his situation, yielded a 
little at fii'St, and then suddenly making a desperate rush, ha 
dragged the , sentry into the water, and ha very narrowly 
escaped diAwning, but was luckily saved by holding on to 
the line till some of, the men who were near came to his 
assistance. A sufficient number of men having speedily 
■ arrived, the shark was hauled on the beach alongside the 
wharf, and dispatched with bayonets and cutlasses ; when 
measured it was found to be eleven feet long. Its fiightfully 
capacious jaws, full of jagged, saw-like teeth, were taken out 
of the head and preserved by the otdnaace sergeant ; when 
fully extended the jaws would easily admit a stout man's 
shoulders to pass through tliom. I bad frequutitly sooji thcin 
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caugljt when at sea, five or six feet in length, but never any- 
thing to compare with this monster of Uie deep. 

One would imagine that with a knowledge of the existence 
of such creatures in the hay, swimming in deep water would 
have been totally out of the question at Pensacola, but tliere 
are strange reckless heings everywhere fond of excitement, 
and of the credit of doing something of which everybody else 
would be afraid. One morning two or -tliree of the men 
being on the wharf, and the conversation happening to turn 
on the shark which had been caught a few days previously, 
and the danger any person would incur by swimming them ; 
one of them offered for a trifling wager to jump in from the 
whaii; and swim in deep water for a period of five minutes. 
The waiter was accepted, and the fool-hai'dy hero was strip- 
ping to jump in, when the sentry stationed on the wharf 
interfered, and ordered him to put on his clothes. This he 
refused to do, and the sentry very properly made him a 
prisoner, and sending for the corporal of 'the guard, he was 
taken to the guard-house. The commanding officer, on 
learning the circumstance, complimented the sentry on his 
conduct; and issued an order prohibiting soldiers from 
bathing in deep water. 
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Tampa Bay— Indian Paradise— Beautiful Squaws— Torest Lifo— The 
Hummoeka— Soakea— Rumours of War— Lost in tlie Wood. 

The surface of the gi'ound, both within the garrison, and 
everywhere in the vicinity of Fort Pickens, .is entirely com- 
posed of fine sand, which is ao white and dazzling, especially 
■when the sun is shining, as to have a most unpleasant and 
injurious effect upon the eyes. The situation is. alao veiy 
imliealthy during the summer, the fatally destructive yellow 
fever being frequently prevalent during the hot season. It 
was therefore with a great deal of satisfaction that the com- 
pany to which I belonged, after having been about a month 
at Fort Pickens, received the order to proceed to Tampa 
Ray. We embarked in a brig called the Isabella on the 
2nd of November, and bidding adieu to tiiose of our com- 
rades whom we were leaving behind at Fort Pickens, after a 
pleasant voyage of two days we anchored about . seven or 
eight miles fi'om the village and garrison in Tampa Bay, 
that being as near as vessels above the size of a light schoo- 
ner can approach, on account of the extreme shoalness of the 

It was evening when we arrived, and early next morning 
a small government sloop called the " Star," arrived from 
the garrison for the purpose of taking us astore. About 
one-half of us contrived to stow ourselves into it, along with 
our muskets and knapsacks, though rather crowded. She 
was to go back for the remainder after we were landed. 
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Aiter tacking :ibout in the tay until near evening, tlie wind 
being iieaily ahead, we finally sueceedcd in reselling the 
wharf. The appearance of the land, when viewed from tlie 
deck of a vessel in the bay, ia like most of the views along 
the coast of Florida, of a rather tame and eircumsciihcd 
character; as, owing to the perfectly dead level of tlie 
country, a gieen belt of vegetation covering a sandy hoach 
is all that the eye can' discover. On a nearer approach, 
however, as its distinctive features become more easily 
defined, they arrange themselves into something more nearly 
akin to the beautiful and the picturesque. 

Tampa Bay is a neat little village of wooden houses, 
situated at the moufb of the river Hillsboro, and close to tlie 
garrison. There is a small traffic carried on between it and 
the few scattered settlers of the neighbourhood, who bring in 
their surplus produce and exchange it here for goods or 
money. Its situation is reckoned to be one of the most 
healthy and salubrious in Floiida; but as the land in the 
vicinity is mostly of a poor quality, and as the bay is diffi- 
cult of approach for shipping, it does not seem destined to 
rise very rapidly in importance. Tlie barracks, which may 
almost bo said to be part of the village, are a long range of 
log buildings erected by the troops during the Florida 
Indian war in 183V. They have a covered gallery all round, 
and are well adapted to tlie climate of Florida, being raised 
about three feet from the ground, high in the roof and well 
ventilated. Tltey are also built on the highest part of the 
garrison, about fifteen feet above the level of the sea, an 
unusually great elevation on tlie coast of Florida. 

We were all delighted, on landing, with the appearance of 
the garrison, its neat white-washed buildings, and its grassy 
parade ; while round the neat cottages in which the officers 
and their families lived, gi'ew rows of orange and lime trees 
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ttiokly covered witli their golden fruit, then nearly ripe. In 
front of the barracks there stood a noble grove of live 
oak trees, which afforded a delicious shade from the scorch- 
ing heat of the sun, and gave an air of quiet, and an 
expression of sylvan beauty to the scene. The long grey- 
beard and wierdlike Spanish moss, that droops in huge 
masses from the rough brawny arms of these gianfs of tho 
piinieval forest, gives them a veneiable and dniidical appeal 
ance which is exceedingly picturesque. This moss, which 
takes root in the bark, grows on many of the trees in 
Florida, though I nevei; saw any on the pine. But above all 
it seems to love the live oak, to whose strong arm it clings 
with devoted affection ; depending in long flexile di'apes that 
awing most gratefully in the breeze. The proper name 
of this plant is tUlandsea ; it is of a grey colour, and not 
unlike long rough beards of a gigantic size in appearance. 
It has a very small yellow blossom, and po-l containing 
seed, and is very valuable when properly cured, being 
commonly applied to all those purposes for which curled 
h^r is used, such as stuffing mattresses, sofas, and chairs. 
To prepare it for this purpose it is gathered from the trees 
with long hooks, and afterwards put into water for a few 
days to rot the outer part, and then dried. The substance 
obtained by this process is a fine black fibre resembling 
horse hair. A mattress stuffed ^ith tliis substance may 
serve for a }-ear if not wetted; it then becomes dirty, 
and requires that the moss should be taken out and well 
beaten ; by which means it becomes more elastic than ever, 
I had a mattress filled with it thus prepared, when I was 
at Tampa Bay, and I thought it one of the most comforts 
able beds I ever slept on. 

On arriving at Tampa Bay we found another company of 
our regiment stationed tjierc, two companies being considered 
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THE BVERGLABES. lOd 

rtqiii-it'' in t!i> protection of the iulialiitants agaiiTSt any 
sulkn outbreak of the Indians, ITieso, to the amount of 
sevBial hundred warriors, besides sqiiawa and childrou, still 
oetupy a laige tiact of Florida called the Everglades ; where 
tliey live in the same state of rude savage life to wliicli tJiey 
were accustomed ere th* firat of the pale faces left a foot- 
print on their sandy shores. They have game in abundance, 
herds of deer roam through the plains and glades, and crop 
their luxuriant herbage ; numerous flocks of wild tiukeys 
roost in the hummocks at night, and feed in the openings 
and pine barrens by day ; and in the creeks and bays of the 
sea coast, or in the large fresh water lakes of the interior, 
incredible quantities of delicious fish are easily caught, 
Kound tlieir villages, in the selection of a site for which 
they display excellent taste and judgment, tbey usually cid- 
tivaie a small portion of the soil in rsusing maize, or 
edible roots ; and tke little labour which tliis requires is per- ' 
formed by tlie women smd children. In this delicious 
cUmate, where there is perpetuaJ verdure, and where the 
existence of cold or winter is scarcely known or felt, the mode 
of hving of these savages seeias not so very disagi-eeable, 
and with their ideas of comfort they must find Florida 
a complete Indian paradise. It is not much to be wondered 
at, therefore, to find them so reluctant to leave for a 
new home among tbe tribes of the Indian Territory. Sooner 
tlian submit to this, about fifteen years ago they waged 
an unequal war with the United States which lasted several 
years, an J cost America nearly as much it is said as the 
lite -war in Me\iw At the present time there are not i^ 
Florida more tlnn a fourth it is suppo* d of the number 
who were there it tl e commoncpmcut of the war as a 
gri. it mil y f th I at 1 ir us times iccepte 1 tl t, terms 
ft ri, 1 1 > tt ,, V r t f th L t I ^t t*"* and 
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were transported to a tract of land called tlie Indian Tern'. 
tory^ lying between Aitansas and the Rocky Mouniains. 
Those who refused to leave, and who were finally permitted 
to remain in a portion of I-lorida defined by certain boimda.- 
ries, have been variously estimated at from three to five 
hundred warriors. But as tiey have almost no intercom'se 
with the inhabitants, white men not being suffered to 
approach their villages, it is very difficult to form anything 
lite a correct estimate of their numbers. The government 
agent, stationed at Fort Chariotte, a small settlement near 
their boundary line, for the purpose of trading with them, 
and who has been desired by the goverament to endeavour 
■without esciting their snspieions to ascertain their numbers, 
reckons them at five hundred, eschisive of women and 
children. Those who remain are part of the tribe or nation 
of Seminoles ; they were as tall on an avei'age a& the men of 
eur regiment, and tJiough not near so athletic or muscular, 
generally more gi-aceful in personal appearance. They have 
more yellow than copper in their complexion, and have the 
high prominent cheek bones, and that quick, fiirtive, and 
suspicious glance of the Indian race, which seems watching 
every moment to make a sudden spring in the event of any 
appearance of treachery, gome of their young s,qBaws have 
a very pleasing expression of comitenance, and I have seen 
one or two of these who I believe would be pronounced 
beautiful if compared with the pronder belles of European 
cities. Tlie men, or warriors, walk with a most dignified 
and majestjc carriage, and an air of stoic composure highly 
imposing. They wear moccasins made of dee.--skin, and of 
their own manufacture ; and go bare-Ie^ed in a ahort-sleeved 
Bort of tunic, confined at the waist and falling down neariy 
to the knees in the manner of a Highlander's kilt, to 
whose ancient costume that of the Florida Indians of the 
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present day bears a eonsidoi'iible resemblance, especially 
when seen at a sliort distance. Some of them ornament 
their drcaa with heads and shells, which they sometimes wear 
in their hair also, and both men and women arc fond of 
wearing large silver rings in their ears and through their 
nostrils. 

Parties of twenty or thirty of these strange-looking visitoi-s 
fi'equently came into the village of Tampa Bay while we lay 
there. They were always accompanied by a sub-chie^ a sort of 
lieutenant, who had charge of the party, and their object was 
to exchange deer-skins for powder and other necessary arti- 
cles. They frequently brought a few turkeys or a few pieces of 
venison, part of the game they had shot as they came along ; 
these they sold cheap enough, a turkey fetching a quarter, 
and a piece of venison of fifteen or twenty pounds weight, 
half a dollar. They always visited the baiTa<;ks when they 
came to the village, walking through the rooms and shaking 
hands with the soldiers in a perfectly friendly manner. None 
of them, however, understood English, and we were all equally 
ignorant of the Seminole, so that our discourae was neceasariJy 
limited to the language of pantomime, at which they seemed 
ft vast deal more apt than our men. They showed us marks 
of gunshot wounds they had received in the Florida war on 
various pai-ts of their bodies, pointing to our muskets at the 
same time and shaking their heads ; and they seemed highly 
delighted when one or two of our soldiers, who had been ia 
the Florida war, showed them similar marks, making signs 
that they had received them from the Indians. They laughed 
and talked to one another with great animation and glee at 
this circumstance. But the great attraction for them was two 
six-pounder pieces, which stood in front of the quarters ; they 
always approached tliese with looks of the greatest curiosity, 
and apparent awe, cautiously patting them as if to propitiate 
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them. They have the most exaggerated ideas of the destruc- 
tive effects of artillery, of which they stand in horrible dread ; 
and some of our men who were in the Flori<la war asserted 
that a chief cause of so many Indians having surrendered 
towards the close of the war, was owing to the Americans 
having procured Uvo or three light field-pieces, though, owing 
to the «wampy nature of the country, they could not have 
used them. As they always behaved quietly in the gaiiison, 
they were never hindered from strolling round any part of it, 
strict orders being given to tlie soldiers not to molest them. 
They used no more ceremony with the officers tlian with 
the men, frequently walking up to them on the parade, or 
into their quarters, and offering to shake handa with thiim 
with the most perfect nonchalance. 

On paying one of these visits to the village it was custo- 
mary for them to have a bout of drinking and dancing ; a 
sort of Indian ball, which they held in a yard behind a house 
in the village appropriated exclusively to their use. The 
entertainments of the evening, on these occasions, usually 
consisted in smoking and drinking whiskey until pretty late, 
a few of them dancing at intervals in the most ungi'aceful and 
even ludicrous attitudes ima^nahle. They wound up the 
evening generally with a war dance, in which all who were 
not too drunk joined This dance commences slow at first 
to a low monotonous chaunt, and increases in rapidity of 
time and movement until, like the witches' dance in Tam o' 
Shanter, " the mn th and fun grow fast and furious," and they 
yell and whoop like a fet of demons or incarnate fiends. On 
these occasions, they sometimes quarrelled amot^ themselves, 
and ended the night with a general squabble ; yet as care 
was always taken, on their arrival, to have their arm taken 
from them and locked up, unfjl they were ready to return 
home, there was no danger of my serious accident occrn'ring. 
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Florida received its name fi'oni Juan Ponce do Leon, frorr. 
his having discovered it on Palm Sunday (iu Spanish Pasqua 
Florida), in 1512; and not, as many of its inhabitants believe, 
on account of the beauty of the wild floweis and the 
shrubs which it produces, and of which it certainly eshibita 
a splendid profusion. It is natural, however, to Buppc«e, that 
the cliarm of the scenery, and especially the singuiar beauty 
and luxuriance of many of the strange shrubs and trees, which 
would seem so wonderful to the Spaniards on their first land- 
ing, may have confirmed the adoption of the idea originally 
suggested by ite striking appropriateness. A great portion 
of the peninsula of Florida is sandy, and aot much adapted 
to cultivation ; but there are rich tracts here and there com- 
posed of hummock and swamp, which may yet, when cleared 
and drained, yield a rich reward to the cidtivator. There are 
Bome pretty extensive cotton plantations on some parts of ,it, 
and sugar-cane, tobacco, lice, Indian corn, and every otter 
variety of tropical produce or fruits, may he successfully cul- 
tivated where the soil is good. Still, as long as tlie Indians 
I'Clnain in its borders, its resources will never have a fair 
chance of development, as the distant settler can have no 
security for life or property while tliey are in the vicinity. 
During the winter the weather iu Florida is delightful, the 
ground being quite dry and the atmosphere dear, and of that 
esquisite medium with regard to heat, neither too hot nor too 
cold, which one feels to give a bracing and invigorating tone 
to the constitution, and a pleasant buoyancy to the spirits. 
In summer the ground is wet and swampy, a large part of 
the surface resembling a complete marsh, owing to the fre- 
quent and heavy rains which fell during that season, the level 
nature of the surfeco, and bad natural drainage. It was pur- 
chased fi'om Spain by the United States in 1821, and was 
constituted a state :n 1845. 
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Qui' duties were very liglit while wc lay at Tami)a Bay, 
we mounted guard about once every fourth day on an ave- 
rage, and when off guard we had two parades each day, suc- 
ceeded by an hour's drill. On the morning after that on 
which we came off guard we had to work a few hours in 
policing the garrison, and in cutting the usual allowance of 
wood for general consumption ; the rest of our time, except 
that required for cleaning our clothes, arms, and accoutre- 
ments, was at our own disposal. Our commanding officer, 
while we lay at this post, adopted an excellent method for 
teaching young soldiera how to use their muskets with effect. 
As we always loaded with ball cartridge when we mounted 
guard, in place of drawing the partridge when we were relieved 
on the succeeding morning, we were inarched down in front 
of a target, which stood with its back to the sea ; and beinc 
placed at a distance of about a hundred and twenty yar<b 
from it, each of the guard discharged his musket at it in suc- 
cession. The sergeant of the guard accurately marked eadi 
shot, and he whose ball went nearest the centre of the target 
was excused from mounting guard the next time it came to 
his turn. This produced a great deal of emulation amongst 
all hands, and the resnlt was, that most of tbem soon became 
excellent shots. 

Having so much spare time on hand, onr men frequently 
took long rambles into the woods, especially during the fine 
dry weather ; and on these occ^ious, for some time after om- 
airival in Tampa Bay, there was a danger of getting so 
utterly lost in the woods, as not to be able to find the way 
home ; thus incurring a serious risk of dying of starval 
An occurrence of this description happened shortly aftei 
arrival, showing tlie necessity of caution in making 
excursions, at least until we were a little better acqui 
with the surrounding country. A young i 
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our company had gone out shooting one day, by liimself, and 
in Lis eagerness for the sport he had gone a considerable 
distance away from the path, without having paid sufficient 
attention to the direction in which it lay, to le able to find 
it again. AVhen he began to think of returning, he found 
himself completely bewildered by the resemblance which one 
part of the flat, monotonous pine forest bore to another, and 
wandered about until evening, trying to find the footpath, 
but without success. As he had not returned next moraing, 
his absence caused much speculation, and our lieutenant, 
thiniing it probable that he might be starved in the woods 
if not soon discovered and assisted, sent a party of twelve 
men out to search for him. They were to go in parties of 
two or three, and to fire their muskets occasionally, at some 
distance from the road, taking care not to lose their way back 
to it themselves. After a few hours' search, he was disco- 
vered about six miles il'om the garrison, and within a mile 
irom the footpath. He was very nearly exhausted when 
found by the party, and but for the measures taken by the 
lieutenant, it is probable that he would soon have died of 
sheer hunger and fatigue, as he had not the slightest idea 
of being able to find his way home, and was so nearly worn 
out, that he could not have walked much further. He had 
been without food for about thirty hours, during which time 
he supposed he had walked between thirty and forty miles, 
in the hope of amving at some habitation or road that would 
lead to one, but without success ; and he was beginning to 
lose aU hope, when he heard th^ firing of the farty. In 
this portion of Florida, it is imposSiMe to travel alove a few 
miles without having to make a circiit to avoid an impassa- 
ble swamp, or impenetrable thicket ca.'led a hummock ; and 
being diverted from pursuing a straight course by these 
obstacles, he had probably been describing a series of circles 
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within a sliort distance of w'jere te was discovered. Ali Lis 
ammunition had ticen expended tiefoie he knew that he had 
lost his way, so that be had not the means of killing game 
or kindling a fire ; but at night he had pulled a qiiantity of 
long grass which giew there, and covering himself up with 
it, he, managed to sleep a few hours. One of the party, at 
the suggestion of tie lieutenant, who furnished it himself for 
the purpose, had bronglit- a fla.sk of brandy along with him, 
and having given him a portion of it mixed with water, and 
a sandwich, he was soon so far recovered, as to be able to 
walk home to the Fort along with the party. 

The hummocks of Florida are a peculiar feature of the 
country. The uncleared, lands, consisting of what is called 
pine barrens, are wholly composed of large pine trees open 
to air and light, and between which there thrives a luxuriant 
undergrowth of palmettoes, and a great variety of richly 
scented and gorgeously-coloured flowering shrubs. A savan- 
nah of tall strong grass, five or six feet in length, which 
occurs here and there, and an occasional swamp, are the only- 
relieving features, besides the hummocks, which diversify the 
dreary monotony of these interminable pine barrens, covering 
nearly the whole surface of the state, of which there is, com- 
paratively speaking, but a small portion under cultivation. 
At intervals of a few miles, dense forest thickets, containing 
magnificent trees of every description common in Florida, 
except the pine, occur in travelling through these pine bar- 
rens. Oak, liquid amber, hickory, chestnut, cotton-wood, and 
magnolia, are among the -/arieties found in the hummocks, 
which vary in size irom about one mile to two or three in 
circumference. The bittoms of many parts of them are 
usually swampy, and there is a thick undergrowth of thorny 
shrubs and vines, which makes it exceedingly diflicult to 
penetrate into their dark recesses. During the Florida war, 
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the constant places of refuge for tlie Indians were the lium- 
mocka, ani ■woe to the soldiers who followed them too rashlj : 
Uncle Sai.i's troops being no match for the red men in these 
natural ai;d almost impregnable fortresses. Wounded deer 
frequently fly to them for shelter, and when one of them 
succeeds in reaching the skirts of a hummocfe, after having 
been wounded at some distance, without the assistance of a 
good dog, there is small chance of discovering its dying place. 
I have sometimes been seduced into their dark and sombre 
shades, in following a flock of turkeys which had taken shel- 
ter in the branches of some of the ^gantie trees ; on such 
occasions I have generally teen compelled to emerge from 
tlieir treacherous recesses with torn clothes, &ce and hands 
scratched, and henaired up to the middle with the mud of the 
swamp. In going through those hummocks, one sees the 
feUen trunks of large decayed trees lying scattered on the 
ground in all directions ; these are very inviting to step on, 
when one imagines he is in danger of sinking up to the aim- 
pits in a swamp hole. Beware, however, I would say to the 
inexperienced and incantious stranger, how you tread on 
these fallen trunks ; try them with your foot gently, and see 
if they are sound ; many of them are rotten and hollow, and 
some of therai contain dry lodging for a numerous and thriv- 
ing colony of moccasins or rattlesnakes, a single puncture 
from the venomous tooth of one of which would make you 
grievously rua your reckless intrusion on their domestic pri- 

Snakes of a gieat many different varieties are very nume- 
rous in Florida. During the winter they remain in their 
holes in a torpid state, seldom making their appearance for 
two or three months during that season ; but in spriiig and 
summer I never went out to take a walk without seeing a 
number of them. The rattlesnake, adder, and moccasin, are 
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tliree different species found there, whose biti3 is exceedingly 
dangerous, and, in many cases, fatal ; but they all luckily 
possess a very quick sense of hearing, and generally contrive 
to get out of the way before they are trcd upon. I never 
heard of a single person being bitten while we lay there, 
though in summer we seldom went into the woods without 
wearing a pair of very strong boots, as a protection against 
a chance bite. These boots came up to the knees, and were 
worn over the pantaloons, 

AlKgators are numerous in the ponds and rivers of Florida, 
and may often be seen floating with tte stream like the ' 
truuk of a tree while watching for their prey on the surface 
of the HiDsbi nver close to the g-tmson at Tampa Bay. 
One of the sold ers who caught a young one brought it to 
the garrison, dea gnu ^ to leir it as a ppt but as it gave no 
signs of prohtmg ty the ojportumtes ot unprovement 
afforded it, utterly despising the soothing system, and ex- 
hibiting in the m "t undisguised mnnner the natural 
depravity and apparentlj m oingibly vicious propensities of 
tlie alligator lamil\ by snappini; at dogs chiHren, and all 
who came n ir it he was fir ed t) dratrcy it as a 
nuisance. 

Opossums, racoon*! ■iqiirrels and rabbits weie found in 
the woods rcund the garrison and a gicat viriety of the 
feathered tribes frequented its vicmity among which were 
pelicans, cranes du k"! didajper^ partridges pigeons, par- 
roquets, vultures and a host ot others Among the small 
birds I observed several species of the humming-bird, the 
blue-jay, the scailet oriole the redbreist the woodpecker, 
the whip-poor will ivith that glrnous bud of ' inimitable 
song, the mocking biri It commences to sing about the 
beginning of the month of March and ontinuos to the 
month of Juni Tie celel-rated omtho'-gst Wilson, has 
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giren a description of this bird, winch I had read, and could 
scarcely help thinking must have been rather too highly 
coloured and laudatory, until I had heard a few of its extra- 
ordinaiy performances, when I freely admitted its tnith. Ifa 
soDg, to which I have often listened on a still and clear moon- 
light night, for that is the time in which it warbles its most 
melodious strains, is indescribably sweet. It is tlie only real 
good singing bird in America; but I would prefer it to all 
the linnets, larks, thrushes, and blackbirds of the old world. 

The lagoon-like bays and creeks on the coast of Florida 
abound with many, excellent varieties of fish, and turtle are 
very numerous and easily caught. We often had turtle 
soup at Tampa Bay, as turtle could be bought at two or 
three cents a pound. A species of land tortoise called a 
gopher, which burrows in the sand, is obtained in the woods 
ty digging them out of their burrows with a spade ; this 
made a very delicious soup, which some preferred to turtle. 
There is an excellent oyster-bed on a sand bant in tie bay, 
about six miles from the garrison ; and occasionally a few of 
the men, having obtained the permission of the -Qnarter- 
Master, would take the barge and go down for a supply of 
oysters. Going down at low water, it was no hard task to 
collect ae many oysters as the whole of the two companies 
could consume ; nearly aU parts of the coast of Florida 
furnish these excellent shell-fish in inexhaustible quanti- 
ties. 

I had been about six months in Tampa Bay, when a 
vacancy happening to occur, through the discharge of a 
corporal, I was appointed in his place. I could easily per- 
ceive, before I had been long in the service, that a corporal 
or Serjeant held no very enviable position ; thdt his duties 
were ill-defined, and the system of discipline loose and un- 
satisfactory. On this account I felt no satisfai^tion at my 
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promotion ; besides I had no adequate motive for aubmitting 
to the iacreased ti'owtic and responsibility, as I had no in- 
tention of remaining long in the service. There wore many 
things transacted of which I strpngly disapproved, and 1 did 
not like the idea of sacrificing my individuality and con- 
scientious opposition to these, by accepting - this office 
Owing to these rather peculiar views of mine, I ^vould most 
decidedly have declined the distinction, had the opportunity 
occurred ; but I was not aware of the circumstance of my 
having been recommended for the office until after I had 
been appointed, so that I had not even tho chance of refusal. 
Not considering myself, therefore, bound to a subservient 
silence, seeing that I had not been a voluntary acceptant of 
the office, I continued to disbunlen myself occasionaliy by 
strictures and remarks, which 1 have no doubt must have 
appeared excessively ungrateful to several of my superiors. 
I have always been rather partial to opposition. 

The expected war witli Mexico became a very engrossing 
topic while we lay at Tampa Bay, in the summer of 1846, 
especially after the news arrived of General Taylor's first 
battle on tlie Rio Grande. Tho mail, which was carried 
through by a man on horseback from Augustine, a town on 
the aeacoast, about a hundred miles distant, ai'rived only 
once a fortnight. Sometimes, on account of the flooded 
state of the rivers, which had aU to be forded, aa there are 
no bridges in Florida, it did not arrive until several days 
after its time ; on such occasions its arrival, an event at any 
time, caused tlie most intense excitement and eager expecta- 
tion, our officers on those occasions frequently walking do>jn 
to the poat-ofiice, and waiting for tlieir own letters and 
papers. On the day on which the news of General Taylor's 
victory at Palo Alte sid Eesaca de la Palma arrived, one 
of our officers having torn the envelope of a newupapor and 
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vpad a paragi'apli or two, sndJenly took off his cap, threw 
it up in the air, aod began to huzza and caper, in the height 
of his exultation, m i t th hm t t th pe tators, 

until he explained fl t G 1 T jl h d g d ctory. 
As for the soldiers, Ihh thyw U ry^ld that, aa 
there had been a h ttl 1 1 1, G 1 T yl h d won it; 

but there was very 1 ftl th m I u,t y t the 
reception of the ne Ul m d t t 1 p timent 

of those "coming e ta th t t th hdw b fore;" 

the Rubicon was passed i th j nt n t y felt to 
be the precursor of i ig th t HI tl bones 

of many a gallant f Jl ttm^ th 1 f M As 

for the officer here Udith htdd tie vici- 

nity of the city of M , 1 d h tl fate that awaited 

him, it would probably have moderated his transports at the 
news of the first battle. 

As a means of passing the time which hung rather heavily 
on our hands at Tampa Bay, a debating society was formed 
in the company to which I belonged. The orderly sergeant 
of the company, a young man named Beebe, belonging to 
the State of New York, gave his aid in its formation by 
becoming an active member himself, and procuring the use 
of a large room for the purpose of holding (be i 
The rules adopted for ihe government of the society vi 
few and simple, and any soldier, by paying a small stated 
sum as a subacription for the current expenses, &c., and 
reading and subscribing to the regulations of the society, 
kept by the secretary, might become, a member. Out of 
one hmidred and twenty men in the two companies stationed 
here, only about a dozen joined the society. The meetings 
were held once a week, the hours being from seven until 
nine o'clock on Friday evening: they were open to all who 
chose to attend, the room being alwa;-s well filled ; and if 
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they added no great amount to the valuable, though rathei 
unwieldy and unelaBsified, stock of materials called useful 
loiowledge, they at ail events contributed considei'ably to 
the stock of amusement. These nieetinga were conduotiid 
with the customaiy decorum of similar societies in civil life ; 
a president, a treasurer, and a seci'etary, were elected fur a 
month. at a time; these ftn-med a committee, and regulat- 
ed the affairs of the society. The president gave out tko 
subject for the ensuing week's discussion, and appointed the 
member whose turn it was to open the discussion by a short 
essay on the question to be discussed, at the close of each 
night's proceedings. The essay was either read or spoken, 
at the option of the party deliveiing it. 

When it was first proposed, believing that it could do no 
Iiaim if it did no good, at the solicitations of several of its 
projectoi-s, I agreed to join it. Among them were several 
rather clever young men, possessing a good deal of general 
inforawtion, mingled a little too much, perhaps, with that 
sort of consequential air of self-conceit, too often engendered 
by fie debating society system. They had all belonged to 
debating societi^ in various parts of the Union. Amongst 
these, Benthall, an American, had belonged to one in his 
native city, Philadelphia; Williams and Vanduzer, Ameri- 
cans, to one in Boston ; and Beebe, to one in some town in 
the State of New York. These four were Americans, pos- 
sessed of a good deal of natural acutenoss, along with a good, 
education, and considerable information. Davis and Nntt 
were Englishmen ; Donahoe, Lonergan, Madden, and one or 
two mote, were from the green isle ; while I was the sole 
representative of the land o'cakes. 

The question proposed, as the subject of the first night's 
discussion, was as follows : " "Whether is love or anmsr the 
more powerful passion V I tad been appointed by the pre- 
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lident to open the discussion by tJ:e introductoiy i?ssay, whiuh 
£ had been at considerable pains in airanging, as I wished 
to deliver it n'lthout tie assistance of notes, calculating of 
course on producing an effect by tliis studied careiessnesa of 
manner. The vanity of wishing to be considered wise, is not 
wholly confined to young men of learning ; and the ambition 
of being thought a distinguished orator, or a clever chopper 
of logic, may sometimes be found lurking beneath the 
worsted epaulette of the soldier, as well as under the digni- 
fied and patrician toga of the bar or the pulpit. 

In the meantime, a trifling misadventure came very near 
turning my anticipated triumph into a complete disgrace. 
That no lack of exertion on my part should be the cause of 
failure, if the fates had decreed adversely to my success, I 
resolved on practising a recitation of my essay in the woods. 
Accordingly, on the afternoon of the day appointed for the 
debate, sallying out with a rifle on my shoulder, I soon 
reached a convenient spot, and thoroughly repeated my exer- 
cise, having done wliieh I puisued my way stili farther into 
the woods, until warned by the lengthening shades of the 
tall pines that evening was rapidly approaching. It only 
wanted about an hour of sunset when I began to plod my 
way homewai'd to the Fort While walking leisurely along, 
I observed a small blue bird, about the size of a sparrow, 
sitting on a twig that overhung the patt. In a moment of 
thoughtlessness I stopped and took aim at it with my rifle ; 
I was about seventy or eighty yards from it, the point blank 
range of my piece, which carried one hundred and twenty 
to the pound. As I had not practised much with the rifle 
then,.! could not have expected to hit at tliat distance; I 
drew the trigger, however, and the bird dropped from the 
branch. I looked with remorse on its mangled and torn 
eoipse, and felt that I had committed an unhallowed viola 
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tion of tho quiet sanctity of the wildoniess, tliat seemed ti 
call oat for vengeance. Aiigry at myself for doing thai 
which I had frequently reprobated in others, and desirous of 
leaving those frowning pines, which ono might also fancj 
were accusing, though silent, witnesses of this neediest 
slaughter, I turned into another path, which I thought led 
by a shorter way into the Fort After walking about two 
miles, I found that I had overrated my knowledge of that 
part of the country, and that I was completely at fault. To 
go back to where I had left the main road would have been 
the most certain way to correct my error ; but it would have 
delayed me considerably, and I should have nearly seven 
miles to walk if I retraced my steps. Besides, by so doing, 
I might be too late for the meeting, and I felt that if I failed 
to make my appearance, my absence might be construed 
info a want of confidence i» my own ability, I therefore re- 
solved upon taking a straight line for the highway tlirough 
the bushes, by which I hoped to reduce tlie distance to about 
two miles, I started on this resolution, and for the first mile 
or so I got on very well, the ground being firm, and the 
bushes not too thick. But at last difficulties began to mul- 
tiply, in the shape of thorny vines, that sometimes tripped 
my feet, and at otjiers, enveloped ray whole body in their 
meshes, tearing my clothes and skin. At other times I got 
up to the middle in a swamp, when I was forced to go back 
.and make a circuit to avoid it. At last I was nearly losing 
both hope and patience, night was fast closing around, and I 
was beginning to think I should have to pass the night in 
the woods. I am not very superstitious, I believe ; but the 
recollection of the bird so wantonly killed, haunted my me- 
mory just at that moment ; like Coleridge's " Ancient Mari- 
ner," I had done " a hellish thing," in slaying that innocent 
bird. Was this entanglement tho penance inflicted hy the 
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spirit of the woods ? Tlie coitain lidieiile of my comiadea 
if I sliouU not be at tiie meeting, again occuning to my 
mind, I was prompted to make another vigorous effort ; and 
after toiliug tor about half an hour, I reached the highway, 
about half a mile from tie Fort, with no more injury thaii 
torn and soiled clothes, and a few deep scratches from the 
prickly vines, across my face and hands. Glad to find it was 
no worae, I resumed my journey, and was home in time 
enough to be able to change my clotheB, wash, and take 
some refreshment before mathig ^y appearance at the meet- 
ing, where I managed to acquit myself tolerably well to my 
own satisfaction, as well as tliat of my friends. 

Our society existed about three months, a longer period 
than I had calculated on its continuance at its first com- 
mencement, and I believe that but for the choice of a sub- 
ject for discrission of a rather injudicious nature, at least 
considering that the society merely existed by sufferance, it 
might have continue(l to flourish while we remained in that 
ganison. With a good deal of the absurd and ridiculous, 
there was occasionally a very fair display of talent and abi- 
lity at these debates. The lawyer and the schoolmaster of the 
village, who attended one evening, attracted by curiosity and 
the fame of the discussions, were heard to express their as- 
tonishment and gratification at the skill which some of the 
members displayed in handling the topic of the evening, I 
aip much mistaken if I have not seen more iudiflerent spe- 
cimens of eloquence in the newspaper^ columns, as emana- 
tions of the legislative wisdom of the greatest nation in ex- 
istence, than some of the speeches I have heard delivered in 
that society ; and no mighty encomium either, the reader 
will perhaps think, if he has been in the habit of perusing 
one of the Washington daily or tri-week!y papers. The 
question wl/ich was commonly supposed to have extinguished 
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OUT society was to tlie following effect, "Whether does tha 
dvii or militaiy hfe offer the liighest rewards and incentives 
to an honourable ambition ?" This question was propounded 
by Theoretical Davis, aa Nutt called him, who was aamous 
to produce several very important facts bearing on the sub- 
je t wh h I af 'd w 1 t to the world for ever. 

"Wh th th dm fli h d heard tlie subject pro- 

pi f d n and d d that it trenched on 

rath 1 us d correctly ascertained, 

th gh h w th t p This much is certain, 

th^t fwd}bf tm ting, he issued an order 

signifying his disapproval of these societies, as being con- 
trary to the spirit of the regulations of the service ; so, of 
course, there was eo more to be said on the subject. A meet- 
ing of the members was called one evening for the purpose 
of deciding upon the best means of disposing of the surplus 
ftrads in the hands of the treasurer, when it was proposed, 
and carried without a dissenting voice,..that as much whis- 
key as the money would procure, should be furnished and 
produced on the table forthwith. This was done accordingly, 
and an exceedingly convivial evening was the result of this 
spirited motion. 
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CILVPTER X. 

General Scott— The Coast of Mexico— A jolly Captoiu- A Gale of 
Wind — The River — Tampioo. 

About the teginniiig of October, 1846, wo received a large 
draft of recruits from Governor's Island, who were distributed 
between tho two companies lying at Tampa Bay, increasing 
each to about eighty-six men ; this we considered very like a 
hint to prepare for a move to Mexico. General Scott, at tlie 
commencement of the war with Mexico, had been accused 
of a want of still, courage, and patriotism, by a large portion 
of the captain Bobadil editors of the " great nation." This 
abuse he had received principally, I belieue, in consequence 
of declining to adopt the very simple ajid cheap method 
recommended by the said Bobadils; whieh was to march 
through every town in Mexico with a regiment of five 
hundred men, and wind up with taking deliberate possession 
of the halls of the Montezumas, where he should remain 
until the Mexicans were inclined to come to terms. General 
Scott, who knew how to "bide hia time," had waited 
patiently, quietly digesting the hasty plate of soup, the bare 
mention of which had caused so much commotion among 
people of weak stomachs throughout the country generally. 
At last the President and his advisers, seeing no prospect of 
a a]>e©dy and successful issue to the war without putting hia 
roihtary talents into requisition, which tliey were quite 
wiDing to discover, or acknowledge, as long as they stood in 
need of them, began to think of employing him. The plan 
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of marching throiigli the country ivith five hundrGd man 
was now laiely spoken of, and the expedition preparing at 
the suggestion of Gtoneral Scott, was being fitted out on a. 
Bcale somewhat commensurate with the importance of the 
undertaking contemplated ; which was generally understood 
to he the reduction of Vora Cruz, and a subsequent mai-ch to 
the gates of the city of Mexico. 

On the lOth of December anived the order which we had 
been long expecting ; we were to he in readiness for imme- 
diate emharkation, being required to join the present expedi- 
tion fitting out for the reduction of Vera Cruz. Our place 
at Tampa Bay, which, oa account of the Indians in its 
neighbourhood, could not be left wholly defenceless, was to 
be supplied by a body of Volunteers raised in Florida for 
tho pmposc, until the war in Mexico should cease. So 
desirous were we of escaping from the dull monotony of this 
pkcc, of which we were exceedingly tired, that I believe 
many heard tho orders to prepare for learing it vnth. much 
satisfaction. But the married men, whose wives and families 
were all to he left behind, were looking very dull ; and as for 
the wife of our Lieutenant, who had four small children, she 
cried for a whole day, it was said, when the order came. 
Poor woman ! if she could have foreseen that her husband 
was to fall mortally wounded, pierced in the body with three 
mnsket-balls, at the battle of Churubusco, about nine months 
after receiving that order, she wouldhave ciied still more 
bitterly. Tlie wives and families of officers and soldiers 
were allowed by government to remain in the quarters they 
occupied when their husbands left; they were also furnished 
with rations until the conclusion of the war, when they t 
to be forwarded to those garrisons to which their 1: 



About a fortnight after we had received tlie order to bo 
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in readiness, a mercliant brig, ciiiled tlie John Potter, arrived 
to take us to Tampico, a port about two hundred miles east 
of Vera Cruz, wLere tlie forces destined for General Scott's 
expedition were to be concentrated. We embarked on the 
1st January, 1847, and on the morning of the 2nd we set 
sail, and having a fair wind, soon lost sight of the low-lying, 
Bandy coast of Rorida. "We found our accommodation in 
the John Potter rather limited, there being nearly two 
hundred men on board a vessel not quite three hundred tons 
burden ; but one comfort was that we were spared the 
annoyance which is usually caused in a crowded vessel by 
women and children, "tiiere not being a single stick of a 
petticoat on board," as some one remarked. My comrade, 
Nntt, and two or three more of the soldiers, who had been 
sailoM at a former period of their lives, were engaged, with 
the permission of our commanding officer, to help to work 
the vessel, which had left Charleston short of hands. One of 
the crew had also become partially insane since he had been 
shipped there, and they could not trust him to do much 
work. . He liad just been discharged from hospital at 
Charleston when he came on board, aad his health had not 
been firmiy established, it was supposed, as he had a pallid 
and dejected sort of look. His insanity was of a mild form, 
and he was perfectly quiet ; but he insisted that the ship 
swarmed with a crew of horrible-looting old witches, num- 
bers of whom he saw perched upon the riggiiig, and who 
lie constantly affirmed, would lead the vessel into difficulty. 
Nothing could persuade him that the John Potter was not a 
doomed craft, that would never leave the gulf; and though 
he sometimes toot a turn at the wheel, steering as well as 
the others, yet he kept always eyeing the rigging with a 
troubled and suspicious glance. One of our recruits who 
had joined with the late draft in Tampa Bay, had also 
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become insane » few weels after lie jome 1 lie w ti named 
Hogg, aiid belonged to tbi, n rtli of Ldaiid Ht. liid bt,en 
in bospital foi some time jievious to our emlaikition but 
the surgeon ^^a3 of opim n that he wis onlj ■iLtijig the 
character fui the purpose of procuring his discharge, and ha 
was placed in charge vi a sentry when we went on board 
One day, \shen the sentry hiring him m charge hai his 
attention attiacted elsewhere Hugg having climbed ovei the 
ship's side, got into the ioiechain" and stiippmg off hit 
clothes, jumped int d the w iter The vessel l^ as going at the 
rate of three or i/m knots at the time ind before we could 
getherhove-t and a b)it Ion ere i he had gone nearly a 
mile astern and had he not been a leiy ^ood swimmer he 
niu%t have bien drowned As sharks were numerous in 
those seas, anl as there hid 1 een one reptitcd alongside 
several times since we sailed te« questioned the fn.t cf the 
poor fellow s insanity after that occurrence and shoitly alter 
our arrival it Tompico he was discharged 

On the morning if tJie tweUth after a pleasant vojige ol 
only ten days duration, the coi't of Mexico was distinctiy m 
view. We had the cable all on declr, and considering the 
voyage ended, we were congratulating each other upon the 
short and withal pleasant trip we l.ad made. But we weie 
rather premature, as it fell out, and our voyage was not to be 
over So soon as we anticipated. It is a very good old saw, 
the truth of which we fully experienced on this occasion, 
that " We should not halloo till we are out of the wood," 

We had the clear bold outline of the lofty inland range of 
monntains, which tlie coast of Mexico there presents, in view 
for the remfuiider of the day ; and at sunset we were said to 
be within twenty miles or so of anchorage. The first mate, 
who was an excellent sailor, and generally considered by the 
crew and soldiers to be the most competent of any on board, 
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was vcjy anxious that we siiould run into anchorage ttat 
nigh'. He was of opinion that, as we had good moonliglif, 
and the wind light and answerable, we should run in during 
the night, and drop anchor a few miles from the mouth 
of the Panuco, when we would be ready for the steamer in 
the morning, which would tow us over the bar, and up the 
river to Tampico. But unfortunately the captain happened 
to differ in opinion with him, or rather, he had no very 
decided opinion upon the matter, it being said that he com- 
plied with the wishes of some of oiir officers, who thought 
there was danger in going in without good daylight. The 
captain, therefore, resolved upon tacking off and on during 
the night, and tating his chance of a change of wind in the 
shape of one of those violent gales called northera, which 
are prevalent at that season a d 1 h w h gency 

so much dreaded by the m te f n f m i ice on 
■that coast. It was also said h h aj n had a capital 
stock of liquors on hoard, wl h h w 1 d d pose of 
before entering port ; and to ] 1 fr n he ul d jollity 
of his countenance, througl wh h 1 1 al hu bl e eyes 
tmntled with the peculi Hy 1 k 1 1 good- 

humoured l^er of the tope h m h b aunch 

anti-teetotaller. During th hi h y g , p to tlie 

present time, he had seldom made his appearance upon deck, 
having left the sailing of the vessel wholly to the first mate, 
and being solely occupied meanwhile in carousing, and 
drinking bumpers to the success of the expedition, along 
with oTir officers, towards whom he apparently exercised 
an excess of hospitality that, under existing circumstances, 
might have been much better dispensed with. If our 
officers, as has been alleged, really influenced the decisions of 
the captain, causing him to keep Hs vessel off until morning, 
in place of leaving the matter in the hands of the mate. 



by Google 



tiieir ignorant and presumptuous interference was pretty 
severely punished by the result. 

Having stooti off and on, as it is called in sei pi l"y 

tacking at short intervals during the night, ne t n o „ 
we found with the wind we Lad, we could run n t an 
ofiiiig in four or five honts. The appearance of the mo n g 
was rather suspicious, being slightly cloudy and si owe 7 
but Hie breeze was in our favour, and we went steadily a.ong 
at the rate of six or seven knots an hour, expecting to be in 
-the river by noon. At eleven o'clock we wei'e witliin a 
couple of miles of the anchorage, and the pilot coming ofi'to 
board us was only about half a mile from our bows, when a 
Leavy, dark-looting cloud which had been gathering ahead of 
us for' the previous ten minutes, began to sprinkle tlie deck 
with a few large drops. At the same time tlw whistling and 
hissing sounds, amongst the running gear and shrouds, 
changing finally into the wild roar of the hurricane, as the 
vessel careened over nearly on her beam ends, showed that 
there^was no time to be lost; the gale was on us, and 
our only chance wac to " cut and run " as the sailors term it. 
Fortun'^ttly the stoim hal not come on unobsened a 
numbi,i of the sails hil been taken in previo is to tl is and 
as the gale tame on the vessel was speedily j ut alx ut, and 
lounciingwith astoiishmg velocity fr m the harbf ir As 
foi the pilot he was close in shore ha^ ing run foi the n aiest 
point on the first burst of the gale. The captain, who, to do 
him justice, was a very good sailor when he was roused, and 
who now probably saw his error, and regretted that he had 
not taken the mate's advice on tlie previous evening, 
behaved with a great deal of energy and decision ; both he 
and the mate showing by their example how a sailor 
can and ought to work in an emergency like the present. 
Indeed but for tlie extraordinary exertions of tiie ofKcei's and 
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Bailors composing the ciew I i I c\e im sIk ilil hue bteii 
driven oa tlie sands anl some Tajs aftemaids, when tht 
gale had modei'atLd, the captain wiifisatd that wc h'sd a 
very naiTOw escape In the meantime, unla cloie leefed 
topsails we were scuddmg thKu^h thu w iter witli ftorfiil 
velocity, far more anxious now to get out from land, than we 
!iad been a few hours ago to approacii it. For several liours 
the colour of the water warned us of our close proximity to 
the ehaa]. sandy coast, fetal to so many gallant icssela and 
it was evening before we were considered out of any inmie- 
diate danger. The captain and mate were 1 eir 1 to ag ee 
while conversing together on the subject, tl at but for 
the superior qualities of the John Potter ins il i g cl ise to 
the wind, we should have been driven on alee sloie m ?[ te 
of the be t m 1 i tJ 1 1 It w k vledge 

of tiie freq j f tli se rth g I t th t sf of t!ie 
year, and fhd fl Itly pa lee 

shore, that mad tl m t It th j -evious 

night. H I th it t.1 1 I 1 d lo bo, 

we slioidd I bee tl ba I tl ver at 

anchor, se 1 h b f re tl g ! c bef which 

we were 0^ d I t tl f -suling 

rogi'Cts, Dur ^ tl e wl 1 a ^ 1 ed gs, th sailor 
who was wrong in his head, sat perched on the point of the 
bowsprit with his legs crossed, looking up at tie rigging, 
and in towards tlie deck of the vessel. Amidst all the rain 
and wind, and the biLstle of putting the "'ship about, he never 
stirred from liis position ; towards evening one of the men 
went out, and coaxed him to come down, " Pm bleat if 1 
know what to make of that unlucky beggar, and his sttange 
lingo about witches and sucli like," said an old tar, "but if 
so be ds how there is witches bringing ill luck on the vessel, 
it must be him ihoy follow, for no one elso sees them but 
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him. At all events, if I was the skipper, the fiist day I 
went into port, would bo the last day the unlnefey beggar 
would ever put a foot on the John I'otter's deck." 

Steadily and withotit intermission for the next three days 
the cold bitter north blast continued to Wow. I have never 
seen a gale last so iong with sneh continuous and unmiti- 
gated fiity. We had one comfort, however, in the midst of 
our misfortunes ; this was fonnd in the admirable qualities 
and excellent- behaviour of the John Potter ; thesse consti- 
tuted a theme of universal praise, " She was not a very- 
handsome built craft wasn't the John Potter;" one of the old 
tars remarked, the same old fellow who made the remarks 
about witches, but blest if he ever seed a craft that seemed to 
undei-stand what you wanted of her, or would do it moi-o 
cheerfully than tiis same craft. " Why, bless your soul," ho 
continued, " half of your fine Baltimore clippers would have 
been lying on the sands if tliey had been in our place the 
other morning ; give me the craft that never misses in stays, 
and lies well to the wind." " Be the blessed bird of heaven ! 
if she doesn't watch the waves coming and ride on the top 
of them like a dtiok," Said Dennis MuIIoney. " Yaw, dat ia 
vat you call a wasser duck," said a phlegmatic-looking Dutch- 
man, as the combing of a huge wave broke over the bulwarks 
to windward, giving the party a tolerable specimen of the 
douche, and thoroughly drenching their clothes from head to 
foot. While the gale continued very few of the men stayed 
upon deck, and as the vessel pitched a good deal, they with 
few -exceptions lay in then- berths nearly all the time it last- 
ed, a period of nearly three days, during which time of 
course we never abiempted cooking. With some of my com- 
rades I managed to crawl upon deck, now and tlien, to have 
a look at the weather, and I shall not soon forget the appear- 
ance of the sea upon those occasions. The huge black inkj 
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looking masses of water, witli tlieir superb crests of snow- 
white foam, aa they came rolling on, presented a spectacle 
at once grand, magnificent, and appalling. . Three or four of 
these huge waves bounded the visible horizon, as the drifting 
spray prevented ua from seeing more than two or tJiree hun- 
dred yards on each side of tie vessel. 

At length the gale having fairly exhausted its fury, we 
began to entertain hopes of speedily regaining the port from 
which we had been so suddenly and unceremoniously driven. 
But our hopes were somewhat qualified by the intelhgence 
that we would be fortunate if we could reach Tampico within 
a week whde our proiiiicna would be wholly consumed in 
thiee or f ur di^s unless we were put on short allowance. 
The reison ot our piovisicns being short, was owing to the 
commissinat stores at Tampa Bay being nearly exhausted 
when the John Potler mived. Had wo waited for a supply 
■from New Orleiins, we might have been detained eight or ten 
days, and the officer in command, afraid of appearing too 
cautious, resolved upon taking the responsibility of proceed- 
ing with what we had. If we had been so fortunate aa to 
get in before encountering this gale, we should have had 
•enough, but it is extremely injudicious, to say the least of it, 
to. send troops to sea, witli just sufijcient provisions to last, in 
tie event of a fortunate voyage. In consequence of the sliort- 
neaa of provisions, we were accordingly supplied with eight 
ounces of biscuit a day, instead of a pound, as formerly. 
This was no great hardship, but as the wind died away, and 
we «ere lying idly becalmed for two or three days, seiious 
apprehensions began to be felt, lest we should soon have 
nothing at all to eat. Besides, if we did not get the wind in 
our favour soon, the probability was that we should be caught 
by another gale, as at that period of tlie year, it was seldom 
that two or three weeks el™aed without one of these danger- 
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ous visitors. In this lattur event our case would be hopeless 
indeed, unless we should have the good luck to fall in with 
some ship who might ^ve us some assistance. One of our 
officers had brought a dozen hams from Tampa Bay ; tliese 
were stowed down in the hold, and intended as a valuable 
reinforcement to the larder of the officei's' regimental mess at 
Tampico, But some of the men having discovered the na- 
ture of the contents of the box ia which they were packed, 
and acting upon the axiom thafin cases of general emer- 
gency, private -property may be lawfully seized, and appro- 
priated for the general good, they contrived to make a very 
expeditious clearance of these comestibles. However, to pre- 
serve appearances, and prevent any unpleasant feelings on the 
subject while on board, they had the box made up in weight, 
by packing's sufficient quantity of ballast among the straw, 
in place of the hams ; and having nailed on the lid, the 
damage was not discovered until the box was opened, after 
we went ashore. 

Our short allowance had continued for five or six days, 
during which I cannot say that I suffered any inconvenience 
from hunger, though, like ths rest of my companions, feehng 
sometimes a slight degree of anxiety as to our future pros- 
pects; butbefore being reduced quite to the stawation point, 
we fortunately met with assistance. On the morning of the 
SOtli, we descried a steamer to leeward, and on making sail 
for it, and hoisting the American flag half mast, as a signal 
that we required assistance, we soon had tlie satisfaction of 
seeing that she had observed it, and was directing her course 
towai'ds us. On her nearing us we found that she was a large 
propeller, in the employment of Grovemment, called the Mas' 
tachitsetts. She was on her way to the Rio .Grande, with 
dispatches for General Scott, who was tliero at that time, and 
consequently could not tow us into Tampico, as our com- 
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mandiiig officer requested, but offered to supply as with pro- 
visions. This offer we were very glad to accept, so coming 
alongside, she gave us twenty barrels of biscuit, and a few 
barrels of pork ; and her captain bidding us good bye, and 
wishing ua " better luck next time," slie was soon on hei 
course, and in a few hours out of Eight. 

Although disappointed in getting towed into the river, wa 
were now comparatively independent to what we had been a 
few hours pi'evious, having provisions enough to last fur 
several weeks on board, in case of emergency ; and the wind, 
though light, continuing to blow steadily in our favour, in a 
few days after this event we were again in sight o^ and 
rapidly nearing the harbour. When within about Usn miles 
of the mouth, of the river, the pilot came on boai'd ; this time 
he came in a sis oared boat, rowed by Mexicans. Thes& 
were the first Mexicans we had seen, fine tall stout looking 
fellows they were, but as we afterwards found considerably 
above the average of their countrymen in height and physi- 
cal condition. As we expected to meet some of their 
countiymen soon, in the "tug of war," of course tlieir 
personal appearance excited considerable interest, and re- 
mark. " By the hokey," said Mick Ryan, " I don't see that 
thim Mexicans is the weeny yallei- atomies they do be teUing 
us, afther all" " Faith an it's no Ke for.you, Micky, anyhow, 
barrin the igiiorant crathurs don't know the beauties of the 
shilleiali, they look like boys that could empty a fair in leas 
than no time, and a fistful ov minutes to spare ; but with the 
help ov the blessed Var^n, we'll soon see how they behave 
in front .ov their betthers," responded Paddy Byrne. " By 
my conscience, Gieordie, they're a strong, supple, treacherous 
looking set of deevils; od gin they hae a trifle of courage, 
wi' the defensible iiatm-e o' their kiiijra, an- their ain d — d 
deeniate to back them, Tm thiiJdiig we may consider 
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in a pretty considerable bit of a fix, as Joiiatlian 
says," remaiked Tom Matkieson. In tte meantime, the 
Mexicans had come on board, and were jabbering and 
laughing to one another in their own language, in the most 
free and eaay manner apparently, and making use of their 
two or three English words, while offering to shake handa 
with any of our men who approached. But none of our 
men could talk Spanish, and their English consisted merely 
of a few of those epithets, and phraaes, " not calculated for 
ears polite," the universal introduction to the English lan- 
guage, at those foreign ports, where the schoolmaster abroad 
is the sailor or the soldier. The pilot, a little withered 
looking old fellow, and a true CastilUano, as he repeatedly 
endeayoured to make ua comprehend, by repeating the term, 
and pointing to himself at the same time, had now taken 
charge of the vessel. The morning was delightfully clear, 
and we had a beautifiil view of the romantic scenery of the 
wooded mountain range, that bounds the prospect ronnd 
the bay of Tampico. The shore round the bay is low 
and sandy, and covered with groups of cactuses, and other 
thorny shrubs ; but a short distance inland the soil is rich, 
and clothed with vegetation of a more valuable and pleasing 
character, abounding in good natural grass, and a vai'iety of 
wild fruits and flowers. About ten o'clock on the morning 
of the 25th we dropt anchor about two or fbree miles from 
the mouth of the river, and about an hour after a steamer 
arrived to tow us in. 

The entrance to the river Panuco is very difiicult to sailing 
vessels, being obstructed by a dangerous sandbar at its 
mouth, and at the time we entered, the skeletf)ns of two 
large oraft, and several smaller ones, bedded in tie sands at 
the entrance, gave significant warning to the careless naviga- 
tor. It is only at particular favourable conjunctions of wind 
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and tide, that a pilot will risk bringing a sailing vessel over, 
but the necessity of waiting for a fair wind vas at tho present 
time obviated in the case of American vessels, by the 
government having stationed steam-tugs there, to take 
vessels over the bar, and up and down the river. We were 
towed over the bar by the steam-tug, without any difficulty, 
but the tide not answering to go up to the town of Tampico, 
which is about ten or twelve miles up the river, wo again let 
go our anchor. Our vessel was now immediately surrounded 
by a whole fleet of canoes, with fruits and vegetables for 
sale, which they sold exceedingly cheap ; and finding plenty 
of eager purchasers among our men, their stock of oranges, 
pine-apples, plantains, bananas, ete., was speedily disposed 
of. Towards evening, the tide serving, the sffiam-tug arrived 
to take us up to Tamj co As we sailed up the river, which 
here seems a sort of mmnture Mississippi, being a dull, 
broad, coffee-coloured stream with a strong current, its 
banks clothed with luxuriant vi-geUt on ai I its muddy line 
of wat^r-mark covered with a debris of the trunks of trees, 
of the genus snag, the interesting tPitures f the landscape 
were gazed at with ntense cunosify The palmetto-thatched 
hut, the. tall cocoa nut tree, with its slen ler and graceful 
trunk, and its hugi, tan 1 ke leaves rel eved so distinctly by 
the deep azure of the blue sky ; the tropical looking banana 
with its immense bunclies of delicious fruit ; the orange trees 
with their fruits of golden hue, gleaming so temptingly 
through the deep dark green of their thick foliage ; all these 
in turn elicited our admiration and excited our curiosity. 
The left hank of the river especially attracted our attention : 
the mountains which there ascend gradually from within a 
ehatl distance of the river are very lofty, and covered to 
their summits with trees, and evergreen vegetation of every 
varied and contrasting shade and hue; and each new turn 
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of tlie serpentining river presented some fresh combination, 
from the changed point c#view ; producing the most delight- 
ful panoramic variation of scenery imaginable. 

This town of Tampico has a very pleasing and lively 
appeai'ance viewed from the river, the houses and stores 
facing which are painted red or white; nearly all havo 
porticos in front, supporting balconies or verandas, ajid the 
open space between them and the river is wide and well 
paved. Sloping up from the wharf is tlie market place, 
which, lite all Mexican markets, presents a very busy and 
animated picture ; game, fish, fruit, and vegetables were the 
principal commodities in the market on the nest morning 
after our amval, and these were all remarkably cheap, a 
brace of wild ducks being sold for a real (about sixpence), and 
other articles in propoi-tion. The town is principally buiit 
on a hill which has a gradual ascent for about half a mile 
along the right bank of the river ; the highest part of it is 
near the house of the British Consul. A little way above, 
tiie hill ends in a precipitous bluff, from which there is an 
excellent view of the river and surrounding country. We 
had no sooner dropped anchor in the stream, tlian we were 
boarded by several boatloads of men belonging to those 
companies of our regiment from whom we had been sepa^ 
rated on leaving Pensacola. They congratulated us warmly 
oE our safe arrival, the current report having been for some 
days previous, that the John Potter had been wrecked, and 
all hands lost. They told us they had been lying in camp 
in the suburbs of the town for the last month ; that about a 
third of them had the fever and "ague ; that there were five 
or six thousand troops in the town, and in a few days as 
many more were expected : that tobacco was sold for & 
dollar a pound, and a poisonous description of liquor, under 
the denomination of brandy, for a shilling a glass ; and a few 



by Google 



more items of that sort, comprising tlie current gossip of tiia 
camp. 

It was near sunset when we dropped anolior, so we had to 
content ourselves for another night onboard; but boats came 
alongside bringing their welcome supplies of fresh bread, 
cheese, fruits, and other tempting luxuries ; and there wera 
few on board the John Potter who did not indulge in at 
least one ample meal as a counterpoise to the hard and 
unpalatable fare, and forced atetemiousneiss of the voyage. 
Early next morning a steamer came alongside and took our 
baggage, which was landed in a very expeditious manner, 
and placed in the commissary waggons waiting on the wharf 
for its reception ; after which we were all landed by the 
steamer. Having left a small guard "to escort the baggage, 
we were formed into companies, and preceded by tlie lively 
notes of the ear-piercing file, and the beat of martial dram, 
we marched through the principal streets of Tampico to the 
camp, which lay neariy a mile down the river. 

On arriving at the camp, after piling arms, and taking off 
our knapsacis, we were shown, by the adjutant of the regi- 
men^ the ground our companies were to occupy, and imme- 
diately proceeded to pif«h out tents. This was soon done, 
and then we commenced cleaning owe arms and accoutre- 
ments. Tlie other companies stationed here before us had 
all their things in the most perfect order ; and as there were 
parades and inspections eveiy morning, our lieutenant hoped 
we would try to uphold the credit of company L A]l our 
clothes also required to be washed after our voyage, but as 
there w ere plenty of poor Mexican women coming to our camp 
and asking for clothes to wash, which they did very well, 
and cheap, Nutt and I got one of theni to wash for us while 
we stayed there, thus saving a great deal of very disagree- 
able labour at a trifling expense. For the purpose of allow- 
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ing us to rest a little after tlie hardships of our voyage, ajiil 
also to givo us an opportunitj' to cleaiLour accoutrements and 
clothes, the coininajiding officer excused us from going to 
parade for two days after our arrival, during which time we 
contriped to get all our things into good condition. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

The Town and ita Population — Reinforoementa— Generd Shielda 

Bill Nutt as Orderly— Expedition to Vera Cruz, 

I sAip the town of Tampico had a pleasing appesrance when 
viewed from the river, but a closer inspection dissipates the 
iavoTirable impression made by its first appearance. The 
streuts nearest the river are composed of good substantial 
stone buildings, inhabited by the wealthiest part of the 
population ; but in the suburbs, and a number of the back 
Htreets, are rows of the most wretched-looking habitations, 
containing the most squaiid population which the imagina- 
tion can conceive. I had seen misery in Ireland which I 
thought unsurpassable, but some of the poor wretches in the 
suburbs of Tampico, presented a squalor of appearance more 
abjectly miserable than anything I had. seen even there. 
The huts of the poor are buOt either of mud, or bamboos, 
stuck as close together as possible, and placed upright in 
the ground ; they are covered with palmetto leaves, which 
are also interwoven with the bamboos to exclude the cold 
wind of the north gales which blow during the winter. The 
interior of these huts presents as forlorn and wretched an 
aspect as the exterior; they are mostly destitute of furniture, 
save a few earthen pipkins used as cooking utensils, and a 
mat of grass or rushes, used as a bed. The only bed th.o 
bulk of the labouring population of Mexico ever think of 
sleeping upon, is a mat spread down on the floor, on which 
they sleep without ever taking off their clothes— a practica 
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which is quite sufGcient to account for the charges of diri 
and vermin brought by moat travellera against the Mexicans ; 
charges, of the truth of which, while I was in Mexico, I Lad 
frequentJy too abundant proof. 

' The gently and respectable portion of the inhabitants kept 
very retired while we lay in the vicinity, many of tliem shut- 
ting themselves up in their houses, as if in a state of siege. 
Indeed it was no gi'eat wonder though they should be a lit- 
tle shy of the stiange, wild-looking, hairy-faced savages of tlie 
half horse and half alligator breed, who galloped about the 
sireefs and plazas mounted on nmles and Mexican ponies, 
and armed with sabres, bowiea, and revolvers, and in every 
uncouth variety of costume peculiar to the American back- 
- woodsman. The senors or caballeros, masters or gentlemen, 
the Mexicans called them when addressing them, but when 
speaking of them in their absence, it was " Malditos Volun- 
teros," which they enunciated with a bitterness of tone, that 
showed the intensity of their dislike. In feet I believe they 
had no great love for any poi-tion of the " hereticos America-, 
nos," though the volunteers seemed to be objects of their 
special detestation ; and I imagine they looked upon us all 
with similar complacency, to that which the Spaniards looked 
upon the army of France, durin'g its usurpation of the Pe- 
ninsula. 

About a week after our arrival, a strong reinforcement 
arrived from General Taylor's army at Monterey. These 
were principally volunteers, and one regiment called the Ten- 
nessee cavalry, were a fine looking set of stout fellows, well 
clothed, armed, and mounted, at least for volunteer ; and 
they were said to have behaved veiy well in action. But 
they had only been raised for one year. A, few months after- 
ward, when their time expired, great exertions were used to 
induce them to remain, but with no efi'ect ; the poor fellows 
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had " seen tho elephant,'' and wore perfectly eatisfiod witli 
tlie CKliibition. A considerable mimljer of regular troops, 
both infentry and ai't.illery, were also withdrawn at this time 
from General Taylor's army for the Vera Cruz expedition, 
weakening his force exceedingly. This, it was thought, had 
su^ested the idea to Santa Anna of overwhelming him by 
superior numbers, and taking him- and his whole army pri- 
soners, which resulted in the battle of Buenaviata ; where the 
Meiicans m a fair field and with a numerical force of at least 
foui to one were so shamefully defeated 

The town of Tdmpico hal a tustlmg and animatfid ap- 
j^irance while the troops rem'iinBd in the vicmity a band 
of music fiimishc 1 by eadi regiment m succession phying 
in the m^in plaza for a tew hours each evening and the 
streotb ini houses f enterfoinment being thronged with 
ofi'cer'; ind soldiers The trf ps recpiv d two mouths' pay 
while we laj here bem^ i aid i p to the 1st Jai uary there 
was cons quently * good dfal of money amongst the men 
toratewdija The larger portion of this soon found its 
wa} into the hands f the aimy 1 Uoweis a aoit of human 
\ulturps who foil ved the oimy all through the cimjaign, 
k eping hotels callpd by the popular (Ajgn mens of ' Tho 
Pilo Aito Hjuse The R ugh tud Kealy Pcataurant," 
Ameiicon Star Hotel &c the whole stock in tiade of 
said rcstiurant anl hotels mostlv consisting of a fiece of 
iiUanously tough roasted or fned came (>eef) lad i few 
dollars worth of in abominable =pintu us liquor called 
aguardiente The Meiican sh p k ej ers were prohibited 
fiom selhng spiiits to the soldiem under thp jain of a heavy 
penalty but these tamp followers weio mnkel at hy some 
means or othpr and tlie scoundrels had a complet mono^Mjly 
of the sale of liqnoi and were permitted to poison and 
plundpi tho soldiers ivith imj ui itj In most of these houses 
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gambling was incoioalx'l \ th the bu ii ess f ■frllir^ 
liquor, two or tlu'Ce i rofession il gaml-lera being ubitally lie 
joint proprietors ot these low concerns where the inos* 
brutal riots, frequently resulting in Io'js of lite weie of 
frequent recurrence It ivotild have considerably im] luvc 1 
the morale of the army if these shops had been prohibited, 
and all citizens not in the employment of govemment packed 
off to the States. 

A company of theatrical performers, who had been with 
General Taylor's army in Monterey and Mabimoras, came 
down with the division of troops which had just arrived, 
and were performing to good houses in town, the officers and 
soldiers crowding the theatre eveiy night to overflowing, A 
newspaper, called the American Star, was also published 
once a weet, and sold at six cents. As it was only pur- 
chased by the army, of course its circulation must have been 
rather limited ; but it usually contained a good many items 
of arpiy intelligence, and a considerable number' were 
bought to send home to friends in t!ie States, both by officers 
' and soldiers. 

For some time after our arrival at Tampico, our regiment 
furnished an orderly to General Shields, who was selected 
by the adjutant, at guard mounting, from the men paraded 
for that duty. One day my comrade Bill Nutt having been 
selected for the office, a rather amusing occurrence happened 
to him. It appeared that Nutt, who had never seen the 
general, had taken him for a servant, as he had opened the 
door for him, and also from his wearing plain clothes, 
and his free and unassuming manners. The morning was 
cold, and he had asked Nutt to sit down at the fireside, 
sitting down himself on the opposite side, and entering into 
conversation with him, Nutt, who laboured. tinder a false 
impression with regard to the identity of the person he viai 
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* Ircssing, had spoken his sentimenta very freely on some 
ot the topics connected with the present war, condemning 
the aggressive soit of pohcy that seemed to actuate the 
democratic party of America. In the midst of a discussion 
on the question at issue, an officer in uniform entered 
from an adjacent apartment, and bowing to Nutt's opponent, 
who was calmly listening at the time to his views of the sub- 
ject, addressed hmi by tie title of general. Nutt, who felt 
quite shocked at the discovery, made a hasty and unceremo- 
nious retreat into the ante-room, and -though the general 
resumed the subject after the departure of his guest, he con- 
fessed that the general soon had the best of the argument, aa 
he could not speak with the same freedom as before. Nutt 
often alluded afterwards to the urbanity and gentlemaohke 
manners of General Shields, allowing that a few gendemen 
might be found among the citizens of the enlightened republic, 
and quoting him as one example, at least, that he Lad met 
with in his travels. 

Our troops, a large proportion of whom were raw recruits, 
were kept closely at drill while we lay in camp at Tampieo, 
and by the end of February they were considered in good 
order for active operations. General Scott's arrival about 
the 20th was a signal to be ready for a move, and in a day 
or two after, tlie army received orders to embark ; the fii'st 
of the troops going on board on the 24th. 

Several days were occupied in getting all the men and 
liorse,s on board, but on the 2'7th cf Februoty all were leady 
to sail. The regiment to wMih I belongel, bemg m the last 
division, had no delay ; and gelt ng mto a steamer at the 
wharf at Tampieo, we were taken down the river and put on 
board the barque Caroline, Aith all our biggage m i 
few houi^s. Wo were no sooner on boird fb-m we begin to 
wci^b n:ichor, and in a loty short time all oui tran'^ports 



by Google 



142 ADVENTimES OJ 

had spread their canvas to the breeze. Our fleet, compris- 
ing nearly a hundred sailing vessels, fifty or sixty of which 
were large stiipa find the remainder brigs and schooners, 
■presented a very imposing appearance during the afternoon. 
The change oi position perpetually occurring in the different 
vessels, causud by the difference in their rat«s of sailing, 
created excitement among the men, and added variety and 
animation to the scene. The number of large ships filled 
with troops, stores, and ammunition, and the strength of our 
whole armament, as compared with anything which Mexico 
could fiimish, inspired our men with the certainty of success 
in the reduction of Vera Cruz. As to the cost of life 
involved in the undertaking, that was left to the chapter of 
accidents ; in reckoning tlie probable contingencies of a 
coming engagement, the soldier seldom includes himself in 
the list of the killed and wounded. Our destination for the 
time was the island of Lobos, that being the place appointed 
for the whole vessels belonging to the expedition to rendez- 
vous, preparatory to sailing for the harbour of Vera Cruz. 
We had a smart gale of wind during the night, and next 
morning we could only discern two or three vessels in 
the horizon out of the large fleet which had sailed witJi 
us on the previous day. We arrived at Lobos about fiv6 
o'clock of the same evening, and came to anchor; having 
beaten every vessel of the expedition. The others continued 
to drop in by twos and threes until the middle of the day, 
by which time they had all come to anchor. 

Lobos is a small sandj island not far from the coast, be- 
tween Tampieo and Vera Cruz. It is not seen until tlio voya- 
ger is close upon it, as it is very little above the level of tlie 
sea. "While wo lay there, as there was a slight gale of wind, 
the sea broke in a heavy snrf on the barren and desolate spot, 
on which the only signs of vegetation were a few stunted 
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shnihs, ovidentiy struggling hai'd with the difficulties of tlK-ir 
situation for a baro Rubsistence. Three oc four vessL-ls fiom 
New Orleans were lying here on our snival ; they formed 
part of the expedition, and were waiting for us ; a few of 
theu- passengers had gone ashore and pitched (ents, pre- 
ferring to sleep on the solid sand to the pitching of the 
vessel. Al! our fleet having arrived, on the morning of 
the 1st Mareh we again set sail for Vera Cruz, which we 
reached on the evening of the 2nd, and came to anchor about 
eight miles from the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, the namo 
of the fortification at Vera Cruz, about four miles from Sacii- 
ficios, a small island near the castle, where " men-of-war " 
anchor. 

On the morning of the third, General Scott summoned the 
city and castle of Vera Cruz to surrender ; and after a delay 
of several days, consumed in discussion by the military go- 
vernor and the civil authorities, the latter of whom were in 
favour of a surrender, a definitive answer was returned to Gene- 
ral Scott that he might come and take them if he could. 
San Juan is a very strong fortification built upon a small 
"sla 1 'n the bay, about three quarters of a mile from the 
p er at Vera Cruz. It had a garrison of between five and 
s tl ou and men, was well supplied mth ammunition, and 
b 1 ng ith cannon, of which it had about a hundred, some 
of them of very heavy calibre. The buildings in the castle 
are ill b nbproot; and with the sea wall, are built of a soft 
spe s of coral, in which cannon halls are imbedded without 
pro 1 c ng the usual shattering and crumbling effect of these 
miss lea on stone of a harder quality, and which is necessary 
to cause a breach. It was generally considered impregnable, 
an i o Id only be approached by vessels on one side, a c«ral 
reef tr tching round it on every side except the one facing 
the town. The city of Vera Cruz is surrounded with a wall 
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about twelve or fifteen feet liigli, but which could be easily 
breaelied, and there are a number of half mooa batteries 
round it well manned with guns ; it is about three miles in 
circumference. 

Having received the answer of the go^^emor refusing to 
surrender, on the evening of the 7th General Scott issued an 
order for the troops to prepare for lauding next morning. 
Commanding officers were directed to see their men furnished 
with two days' provisions in their hawesacks, and that they 
had their canteens slung, and filled with water. Each man 
was also to take either his great-coat or his blanket with 
him, leaving the remainder of his clothes and necessaries, 
packed in his knapsack, on board. On the morning of the 
■Sth, however, a stiff breesie having commenced to blow, the 
surf was too heavy for landing, and tbe order was counter 
manded. On the evening of the Sth the order of the pre 
vioua evening was re-issued for the next morning, which 
Laving tui'ned out fine, shortly after sunrise we began to get 
ittto'tho boats. 
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CnAPTER xir. 

SacriSciOT— Ha debarkation— A blyouac— A night alaiin. 

The surf-boats used for our discmbatkation, had been ex- 
pressly made for the purpose, for wbicfi tliey were admirably 
adapted, being strong, light, and roomy, and carrying about 
a hundred men with ease. The whole of the troops had been 
told off into three divisions, which had tc be transferred from 
the vessels they were in, to those denominated in the order. 
"When all were ready, at a signal from the vessel in which 
General Scott was, we were to get nader weigh for Sacrificioa, 
where we were to drop anchor and disembark at a distance 
of four miles from the city of Vera Cruz. The regiment to 
which I belonged was transferred to the deck of the Porpoise 
man-of-war brig. Between ten and eleven o'clock, am., the 
troops having been all arranged on the vessels, on board of 
which tJiey had been ordered to proceed, we got under 
wejgh ; but as the breeze was against us we had to beat up, 
and a number of the vessels were towed up by steamers. It 
was nearly fom' o'clock before we had all dropped anchor at 
Sacrificios. 

Of vessels of foreign nations lying at anchor at Sacrificios, 
there were an English man-of-war brig, a French ditto, and 
a Spanish sloop of war The officere of these vessek woio 
all on the poop or quaiter deck, ind their <,rew3 on the 
•^g^ngi all appaiently ejemg our proce^-dings with mu^h 
curiosity, as we cimo up and fcULcesaivtly drcpped anchor, 
our nearest ^e «eU ^lflt a Ljilles length astem of them 
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The order of landing was to be as follows : Genoial Woiili 
was to land first with liia division ; General Twiggs «'as to 
land with.the second division as soon as the boats returned 
from landing all ofthefiret| General Scott -svitli the tliird 
division was not to land until the following morning. As our 
re^ment belonged to the second division, we had an ex- 
cellent opportunity of witnessing the landing of the first 
party — an interesting spectacle, as we fully expected, they 
would receive a warm reception from the Mexicans, who we 
imagined were stationed behind the sand-hills. A little 
above high-water mark, on the coast, in the neighbourhood 
of Vera Cruz, tliere is a series of sand-hilis, formed by the 
drifting of the fine sand by the violent north gales that blow 
diiring the winter months. These sand-hills are thirty Of 
forty feet to a hundred feet in height, the highest being in 
the vicinity of the city. It was on tiie highest of these that 
our batteries were erected for its bombardment. Immedi- 
ately opposite where we were to land, they formed a sloping 
acelivity, vaiying from thirty to fifty feet in height, covered 
with short scrubby brushwood, and the prickly pear cactus. 
While the troops were getting into the landing-boals, an 
operation which, though using all possible despatch, occupied 
about half an hour, the gun-boats sailed as close as tliey 
could to the shore, throwing an occasional shell into the 
brushwood, for the purpose of ascertaining if the Mexicans 
bad any masked batteries erected, as we supposed. Tliere 
being no indication of any enemy in the vicinity, and the 
boats being now filled, everything was ready for landing the 
first party. 

I cannot say that I felt in the slightest degree inclined to 
earn high fame or distinction, by any very decided demon- 
stration or extraordinary exhibition of personal prowess and 
heroic valour on the present occasion ; neither did I overbear 
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any very strong expressions of regret amongst my comrades, 
at tho circmnstance of our regiment not lieing the first party 
who were landing. In a short conversation wJiicli the sur 
geon held with the hospital attendant a few minutes before, 
we could overlieat him ask if the lint and bandages, and 
his case of instnimenfs were close at hand and immediately 
under his eye. An iuquiiy, just at that particular juncture, 
horribly suggestive of thick-coming fancies, and exceedingly 
well calculated to cool down any dangerous excess of enthu- 
siasm and martial ardour entertained by those who over- 
Iieard it. Still, when the boats, which contained fully two 
thousand men, were drawn up in line and ready to start, so 
strong was the feeling of contagious sympathy elicited and 
communicated by the sight, surrounded as it was by all tlie 
glorious pomp and circumstance of war, that I belieye there 
were few of the army who did not envy their position, or 
would not gladly have incurred the hazard of the enterprise, 
for the shadow of glory which the distinction conferred. 
The scene was certainly exciting and imposing : the military 
bands of difierent regiments stationed on the decks of the 
steamers, transpoits, and men-of-war, played tie national 
airs of " Yankee Doodle," " Hail Columbia," and the " Star 
Spangled Banner." Ten thousand of our own troops were 
anxious and eager RjK^tator^ mj the Engli h French and 
Spanish fleets had pach their representative scanmnt ur 
operations with cnti al eye and all boking with curio'iity 
to see the issuu of the CTpl t 

At a signal from the ^ =sel having General Scott on boaid, 
the boats simultaneously gme waj for shore, leaving a con- 
siderable space vacant in front of our men-of-war, who were 
anchored next the shore, and had their guns double shotted 
ready to open upon the enemy, should they make their 
appearance. The gun-boats, meanwhile, continued to tack 
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batkiiiuls and tormrds aim &t clo^e t3 tie ah ip f r the 
same purpose Undpr tlie oircamstanc " it -was pi i n that 
the Mtxicana could uot prevent us from landing but by 
waiting until the first party were fwrly on the sands they 
might assault them with a veiy superior force when our 
gun boats and men-of-war would be prevented from filing, 
by the fear of injuring our own men. This was the event 
ne almost expected to witness, and, as the boats neared the 
shore, all straining their energies for the honour of being the 
first to land, we watched the result with intense anxiety, 
expecting each moment to see a body of Mexican cavalry 
charge over the sand-hills. But no such event occun'ed ; on 
coining to within about a hundred yards of the shore, the 
boats grounded on a small sandbar. The men and officers 
immediately leaped into the water, the foiiner carrying their 
muskets pn their shoulders, anA holding their cartridge boxes 
well up, as the water reached to their hips while wading 
ashore. As the boats successively amved, the men were 
fonned on tlie beach ; the boats making all expedition baok 
to the vessels for more men. All of the first party having 
formed into line, several regimental colours were displayed, 
and a chaise made to the heights in front, but not a angle 
Mexican was to be seen. The American fiag was immedi- 
ately planted amidst loud and prolonged cheers, which were 
enthusiastieally echoed by, the troops on board. All idea of 
-there being any fighting for that day, at least, was now at 
-^n end, piquets were thrown out, and sentries posted on the 
most advantageous points of the heights to guard against a 
surprise ; the men began to make themselves at home ; we 
could observe fires were kindled, and camp kettles swinging 
on them, in less than an hour after they had landed, and 
before evening the beaoL had all the appearance of a 
camp. 
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TEBIOTALISM. 



The captain of the Porpoise li'ig, wlio seemeil a jovial and 
good-hearted fellow, proposiDg to act hoqiitatly to the sol- 
diers whom he had on board, ordered the stewaid to famish 
an allowance of grog to each, the same as tJio sailors were 
in the habit of receiving; but our ofScers put a stop to the 
exercise of his generosity, for which extreme shabbiness they 
had the contempt of the captain, and the discontented mur- 
murs of their own men. Their conduct, on this occasion, 
was the more freely commented on and censured, as it was 
well known that they had all partaken of the captain's hospi- 
tality, without stint, themselves, and it was utterly absurd 
to imagine that a single allowance of grog could injure any 
person, however unused to spirits, We had been standing 
on dect all day in the hot sun, with our muskets in our hands, 
for there was neither an awning nor room to sit down any- 
where, on account of the crowded state of the deck. It would 
probably be nine or ten o'clock that night before we got ashore, 
when we should have to lie down and sleep on the beach 
without taking off our accoutremenfs, which we should have 
to wear for days, perhaps for weeks to come. But all these 
disagreeables, as tbey were the natural and unavoidable con- 
sequence of our position, were as dust in the balance, com- 
pared with the reflection, that our officers grudged us the 
slight degree of sympathetic consolation, implied in the good- 
natured captain's offer of a glass of grog "The dirty 
miserly nagurs," audibly grumbled Micky Eyan, "faith, 
an' six allowances some of the cust«jmers have in their own 
insides ; may the Lord look down on us, for we've happened 
badly on them for gmtlemin , shure there's not one of the 
miserly crathuis has a heart as big as a grasshopper's," 

About ten o'clock at night the boats came alongside to 
take our regiment ashore, being the last of the second divi- 
sion. Two or three lanthorns were held o^er the ship's side, 
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and, the water being smooth, we were soon all in. We 
were then rowed ashore till, the boat striking the sand, we 
had to jump in and wade up to the middle for about a hun- 
dred yards, as the others had done. This was a bad pre- 
paration for going to sleep on the beach, hut, except when 
there is a north gale blowing, which v/m not the case that 
night, the night air is warm on the beach of Vera Cruz, and 
we suffered tittle inconvenience from our wetting. AVe-wera 
met by an officer on shore, who said he would show us the 
position our raiment was to oeeupy ; and, after being foi-med 
into companies, we were marched along the beach through 
a number of rows of small oblong heaps, which, in the dim 
starlight, the sky being partially obscured by the drifting 
clouds, bore a striking, and I could scarce help fanojing, 
ominous resemblance to an extensive and over-populous 
graveyai'd. At length we anived at a raeant spot in the 
line which had been reserved for oiu- occupation, and, having 
been directed to pile arms, we were toid we might lie down 
when we pleased, but in the immediate vicinity, of our arms, 
which each man was to he ready to grasp at a moment's 
notice. This was the first time I had ever seen a bivouac, 
and, certainly, it seemed a veiy primitive and cool way of 
lodging ; as my comrade Nutt remarked, it did look rather 
like taking actual possession of the soil. After enjoying a 
comfortable smoke, we prepared for taking a warrior's rest, by 
wrapping our martial cloaks around us, or pulling the capes 
of our gre.atrcoats over our heads, to exclude the sand and 
night air ; we tumbled over on the beach, and were soon 
several fathoms deep in the land of dreams. 

But the Mexicans were not disposed to allow us the un- 
disturbed possession of our first night's quarters, indifferent 
though they were, without giving an intimation, at least, of 
their sentiments towards us. It was between twelve aud 
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ona o'cloct, and ouly about an lioui- afLcr we liatl fallen 
asleep, tliat we were roused by tlie report of niusketiy, and 
found the whole camp a scene of the utmost confusion and 
conunotioii. A imniher of the men, owing to the fatigue 
of the previous day, and having slept little the previous 
night, were so sound asle«p, that it was only by violently 
shating or kicking fhem, liat they coald be romed. At 
last they wera ail got up and formed into line, when we 
were directed to examine the priming of our muskets, and 
see if tJiey were ready for immediate use. In the meantime 
the balls flew over om* heads, with their peculiar metallic 
ringing sort of whistle, in quick . succe^iou ; and, though 
high enough fortunately to do little damage, yet quits near 
enough to mate nei'vous persons feel rather uncomfortable. 
The firing continued for about ten minutes, in as quick a 
succession of reports as would be made by the irregular file- 
firing of two or three hundred men ; and, if it had been well 
directed, as it easily might have been, by an. enemy well 
acquainted with the sun'ounding country, and the position 
we occupied, we might have paid dear for our " lodgings 
upon the cold ground." . A few rounds from a division of 
infantry ordered out for tlie puipose, having caused these 
night disturbers to scamper, we soon piled arms, and in 
a few minutes were again last asleep ; acd, thanks to the 
vigilance of our outrlying piquets, who gave and received a 
dropping fire until naar mommg, wa enjoyed our slumbera 
unmolested during the rcmaindor of the night. Next morn- 
ing, we learned tltat the firing of the previous night had 
proceeded irom a body of lancers from the city, who had 
beeii quickly driven in by a regiment of General Worth's 
division. TJie casualties of the night ivera five or six wound- 
ed, one or two of whom were, report said, dangerously hurt ; 
but there had been none killed. 
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CHAPTER \ni. 

Reneral '^'■ott— Tho bl Jl— Naval joiting— InTestment of Vera 
Cruz— Vertara — bpoilii g the kuapsacks. 

Eably next momiEg, thf th id dx-mion, with the Com- 
mander in Ohief General '^Lott lande I ; and our army hav- 
ing been formed into column, we moved to a position a mile 
or two nearer tlie town, and cOYsred from observation by the 
sand-hills. Here we bivouacked in the vicinity of a small 
stream — General Scott and his staff had tents pitched— the 
remainder, officer aa well as men, crept under the shade of 
the bushes to screen themselves fi'om the scorching rays of 
the sun, or sticking stout branches upiight in the ground, 
cut a quantity of leafy twiga to serve as a roof, and thus 
made a tolerable sort of a bower. In the meantime, one of 
our light batteries was out skinnishing with the enemy's 
outposts, which offering slight resistance, were successively 
driven in with little difficulty. From the landing of siege 
material and heavy ordnance, which had busily commenced, 
we now perceived that the intention of General Scott was to 
bombard the city. 

A great d«al of virtuous indignation ,has been exhibited 
by the English press on the subject of the bombardment of 
Vera Cruz, wHch it has generally stigmatized as a barbarous 
slaughter of women and childi'eii, having no parallel in 
modern history. It was aaseT'ed that "Wellington, or any of 
his generals, had never bombarded an open city, and a great 
deal more of a siraiiar tendency, all calculated to show thai 
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war is carried on in a highly humanii and civilized mvde by 
the enlightened nations of Eui'ope ; and tliat the Americans, 
and General Scott in particular, had behaved in a very har- 
barous manner. Now all that sort of twaddle seems exocs- 
sively weak to any one at all acquainted with the circum- 
stances ; the tiTith being notorious that General Scott, 
besides being one of the most skilful and scientific generals 
of modem times, is also one of the most humane men in the 
w 1(1 F my 1 rt, I h e t th 1 gl t t d uht th t h 
haate n ptfthn West attnbutes f h ty 

raybat jht p nwththttthmt 

lis tl dihilth] mbrslay ty 
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his hum t d a d t p 11 ff t 

bl od d 1 t d pt th n th 1 h took f tJi 

edutnfVraCuzbn-in t 1 pt 

t n f th h nbl nd g ly ba b u ce ns ^ t 

on the storming of a city, of wHch the history of the Peninsu- 
lar war may fiimish a few examples illustrative of Uie humane 
practices of European armies. To understand this apparent 
paradox, one should know a few of the facts of the case. In 
the first place. Vera Cruz, so far from being an open city, is 
very well fortified, having a wall and ditch all round it, and 
a series of half-moon batteries, not deficient in the requisite 
ordnance to make a stout resistance. These batteries sweep 
a perfectly level plain, extending from haJf a mile to a mile 
between the walls and the sand-hilla, and would have proved 
very destructive to an assaulting party. Now, if the inha- 
bitants, receiving, as they did, two or three weeks' previous 
notice to quit, preferred remaining in the city. General Scott 
having plainly signified that, for certain economical reasons, 
he declined taking their batteries with the bayonet, and 
intended to try a game at the long bowls, whicli the Mexi- 



by Google 



cans are so fond of themselves— if, being duly warned, tlicy 
cliose to reniiun and be killed, I do not see how General 
Scott should be blamed for the result. But iet us suppose 
that, witli the intention of sparing the lives of tie inhabitants, 
. by the very disinterested sacrifice of tte lives of a few of the 
troops under his command, he had decided on caiTjing the 
place by a^ault, which would probably have cost the assault- 
ing force from 1,000 to 1,600 men ; does any person, in the 
possession of sound intellect, imagine that, in the latter event, 
Genera] Scott could have prevented scenes of plunder, tlis 
resistance of inhabitants, and tlie commission of deeds of 
crime and horror, fearful to contemplate 1 Those who think 
that troops, even of weU -disciplined ai'miea (a cliaract«r I 
■would by no means claim for the army under General Scott), 
can be held in subordinate check by any amount of exertion 
on the part of their officers, on an occasion of the above 
nature, are not likely, I apprehend, to form a correct idea 
on the subject. But to any impartial person, tating an 
unprejudiced view of the case, I think it will appear tolerably 
obvious, that the method adopted by General Scott was the 
most humane even for the inhabitants. 

A few days aft«r landing, the various divisions were 
ordered to the positions which they were to occupy during 
the progress of the siege. The division to which I belonged, 
that of General Twi^s, was ordered to Vergara, a small 
village close to the sea-beach, and on the north-west side of 
the city, from which it was distant about four miles. In 
ciMsing a high sand-hill behind the city, our men being 
exposed to the view of one of their batteries, they kept up ajt 
incessant fire of round shot and shell while our division 
passed, whidi, being in file, occupied a considerable time; 
but they showed no great proficiency in gunnery on this 
occasion, as very few of tholi' shot took effect. It was here 
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that I heard, foi- tlie first time, tlie singular and diabolic all y- 
homfto sound which a large shell makes wheii passing 
within a sliort distance ; I don't mean when it explodes (as 
that exactly resemhles the noise made in firing ,i gun), but 
when it passes within a few, or it may be fifty or a hundred 
yards; the noise seeming equally loud and discordant i^ 
either case. I recollect a reply of honest Miet Ryan on 
being asked if he had ever h?ard a sound like that before. 
" No," said Mick, " one can both hear and feel that sound — 
by the Eternal, I felt it all over," There is no earthly sound 
bearing the slightest resemblance to its monstrous dissonance ; 
the angriest shriek of the railway whi tl th most 

emphatic demonstration of an asthm t gi t th starts 
ing of a train, would seem like a stra f h ly nelody 

by comparison. Perhaps Milton's de j t f tl harsh, 

thunder-grating of tbe hinges of tlie i f 1 g tes, pproach- 
es fci a faint realization of the inde b 11 u d which 
bears a more in^iiaato relation to the sublime than the 
beautiful. However, the Mexicans did very small damage 
by their practice ; the only result was to make our men fall 
fiat on the sand; which they did every time a shell came, 
and which I have no doubt saved a few limbs from damage. 
It was amusing, even amidst the danger from these horrid 
missiles, to see an ofScor, after getting up and anathematia- 
ing his men emphatically for lying down on tlie sand, drop 
as suddenly and as fiat as any of them, when the next shell 
came whizzing rather close to Hin. The only victim to this 
ball-practice of the Mexicans in our regiment was a little 
drummer-boy, about tJiirteen years of age, named Rome, 
who had one of his arms shot off by the fragment of an 
exploding shell. He was one of the most quiet and obliging 
boys in the regiment, and we were all very sorry for him ; 
many ot tlie men saying if it had been such a boy (naming 
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oae of tlie others), it would have Iwuu no gi'eat matter, bal 
it was a pity for poor little Rome. The little fellow cried 
very bitterly at the time, but the surgeon having carefully 
amputated it, he soon recovered, and on our regiment 
returning to New York in August, 1849, he came over to 
Obvernor's Island to see us. He was then living with a 
gentleman in New Tork, who employed him to carry mes- ' 
sages and do ligM work for him. A captain of a volunteer 
regiment had Ijis head taken off by a cannon-ball the same 
afternoon; but considering the immense amount of their 
practice, and the quantity of ammunition fired by their 
various batteries, the smallness of our loss in killed and 
wounded is astonishing : tbe total American loss including 
those killed and wounded in skii-mishea in the vicinity of the 
city, during the whole siege, only amounted to seventeen 
killed and fifty-^even wounded. 

We bivouacked near the edge of a thick cMparral, about 
four or five miles from Vergara, the position our division was 
to occupy ; but which, for some reason or other, we did not 
move to for the next three days, "We were amused with a 
volunteer whom we met here, coming out of the chaparral 
loaded with two muskets and a turkey. He had followed 
the turkey, a tajne one, into the chaparral, and having 
strayed too far off the road, he was seen and fired at by a 
Mexican piquet — tiey exchanged a few shots, he said, when 
he tilled the yellow beggar by shooting him through the 
body. He had brought the Mexican's musket as well as the 
turkey, a fine fat one, and decidedly the most valuable priae 
in general estimation ; he spoke very contemptuously of the 
Mexican's skill in the use of fire-arms, none of his shots 
having come within yards of him. <^n quitting us, he added, 
that there were plenty more in the chaparral, and he guessed 
he would shoot another before sun-down; whether he meant 
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turkey or Mexican was difficult to comprehend, but, as Le 
seemed to enjoy the sport of shooting the one biped aboiit as 
much as the other, I have no doubt he considered them 
both equally fair game. As usual, we were aroused during 
the night hy the filing of musketry, and fell in under arms 
until the alarm was discovered to be false. These nocturnal 
alarms were very annoying for the first week or so after 
landing, aa we never passed a night without being routed 
from our sleep, and ordered to fall in under arms, and this 
too, twice or thrice during the course of the night sometimes. 
At last, as they were found, except in one or two instances, 
to he caused hy the blundering of sentne*, a number of 
whom were Germans, and not sufflcinntly aequamted with 
the English language to clearly comprehend their orders, 
our officers ceased to mind these alarms , and when wakened 
by the report of a few muskets we only turned over to sleep 
again, grumbling a curse on the stupidity oiigmating the 
disturbance. Bodies of the enemy, principally lancers, were 
known to be in the vicinity ; but, owing to the nature of the 
country round Vera Cruz, which is covered with chaparral, 
BO body of the enemy could approach our lines at night by 
any other mode than, the open road. These keys of the 
position were well watched by our piquets, and being defend- 
ed by a few field piices, there was little danger to be 
apprehended fl'om an entmy like the one we had to contend 
with, A few desultorj alormiflhes took plaie between part 
of General Worth'? division, tonsistmg oi (olunteers, and 
Colonel Harney's dragoons, and a body of Mexican lancers , 
but the Mexicans fought ver} shy on theie occasions, ind 
soon gave up the idea of being able to effect anythmg like a 
bold stroke in favour of the bisieged For two ci three 
days after moving fiom wheie ■«« landed, all oui provi-ions 
had to bo carried from the beach a distance of three or four 
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beiiij, only pr<x.urable bj d ^^ g holes in the d t th 
depth of four or five feet, and then waiting until the muddy- 
looking, fluid oozed up to a sufScient depth to enable us to 
dip it with the tin cups which we carried. We were all very 
glad, therefore, when wo moved to Vergara, as we were told 
that there, at least, we should have plenty of good water. 
Our road at fli'st wound through chaparral and tangled 
thickets of cacti and other war-like vegetables of the chevaux 
de /rise order, along the edge of a mavsh, where we Lalt«d 
in order to drink and fill our canteens with the water which 
it contained. As we had all been suffering considerably for 
the previous two days from the effects of thirst, few were in- 
clined to criticise too nicely the quality of tliis water, which, 
though not exactly transparent, yet to observe the apparent 
gusto with which almost all quaffed repeated draughts of it, 
one might have fencied it to be exceedingly Itke nectar, inde- 
scribably sweet " Hunger is a good sauce," says the pro- 
verb, and thirst is equally remarkable as a filter. We had a 
Mexican guide with us who was well acquainted with the 
country in the environs of the city, and who rode beside 
General Twiggs. In ail our marches in Mexico, the guide 
always rode along with tho commander of the division, act- 
ing as interpreter and guide both, upon occasion. When we 
approached within two miles of Vergara, our road led 
through a rich and fertile soil, partially cultivated, and con- 
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tainiiig a iiimiber of very large and venerable-looking trees. 
We aiso passed several ranchos, but ail deserted by their own- 
ers, the poor creatures having been the first to suffer from our 
invasion. We soon reached Vergara, a few straggling huts 
on a road leading down to the beach. Abeautiful clear stream 
emptied its waters into the sea close to the village, so clear 
that every motion of the small fish playing in its pellucid pools, 
was as distinctly visible as those of the unfortunate goldfish 
one sometimes observes pensively circumgy rating in the inte- 
rior of its enchanted globular ball in the shop-window. The 
bants of the stream were shaded for miles by magnificent 
trees, and in the adjacent thickets a variety of wild fruits 
were found growing ; but the only ones I found ripe were 
iemona and limes, of which I plucked quantities to squeeze 
in water, an acidulous drink being exceedingly refreshing 
with the thermometer upwai-ds of ninety. "When returning 
in July of the following year, 1 found some delicious gnavas 
and sour sops in these thickets. The timber and the fertil- 
ity of the soil are unusual features in the face of the country 
in the vicinity of Vera Cruz ; for a considerable distance 
round which sandy hillocks and swampy morasses, varied by 
a section of dense chaparral, are the general nile. Tho 
chaparral, or natural thicket, of Mexico, is totally unlike 
any other thicket I have ever seen — a great portion of it 
being completely impenetrable. All the shrubs and trees of 
the dense chaparral hear clusters of thorns, sharp as the 
stings of bees, and as stubborn as bayonets. The various 
tribes of the cactus nation, with their innumerable needles — 
trifles in comparison to the thorns before mentioned — fill up 
the intervals between the thorn-bearing trees, rendering the 
whole a complete series of impregnable natural defences. 
ITie foregoing description applies to thick or dense chapar- 
ral, which is utterly impassable— of course, there are por- 
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lions of it more open, where tlioraj- shrubs are leas frequent, 
and which may he travei'sed with ease. 

We found a wa^on loaded with barrels of Madeira wine 
in the village— it had just arrived from Jalapa, and waB des- 
tined for the garrison at Vera Crnz. General Twiggs ordered 
the wine to be distributed amongst the men, and we each 
received a small measure containing about half-arpiat. 
General Twiggs and his officers found good q^uarters in the 
huts of the village— the different regiments bivouacking in 
the vicinity. In the evening a report was current that a 
body of lancers meant to attack us during the night, and the 
piquets had orders to be on the alert. The road, at tlie dis- 
tance of about a mile from our encampment, was defended 
by two field-pieces, and a few trees were felled and Jaid 
across the road, but the lancers declined making their appear- 
Next day a schooner irrne<l loaied with provisions 
saving the men a^ery hboriou" tTskof carrymg them round 
fiom the beoeh '^till the duties of guaris piquet and 
f tig le } a ties hiras-ied the men greatly and many of 
them were soon prostrated by disease — especi'illj with that 
scourge t armie"! on a campaign diarrhoea A>out a week 
after our amial we also ^ot tents jifched — cur regimental 
biggage having been brought round frtm Sacnficios by 
light sailing V JA la Our knaf •.•i ks also arnved at the ■^a.mt. 
time but the plight in which we received them was the 
cause of loud and general complaint ; many of them being 
rifled of their most valuable contents, and some completely 
gutted, while, but a small number had escaped untouched. 
Tiiey had been left on the beach, at tlie place where we had 
landed, for the previous eight or tea days, during which time 
they had been in charge of different hordes of volunteers, 
who, as might have been expected, had made rather too free 
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viih their contents. But there was no help for it ; and tho 
bursting choler of many found vent in a storm of impreca^ 
tions and maledictions, wldle the more cool and reflective 
only hoped they would have an opportunity of serving out a 
volunteer before the end of tho campaign. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

A pruphcoy fulfilled — The bombardTnont — Visit to Vera Cruz. 

A SIN8ULAB coiBcidenee with the jirediction of tlie insane 
Bailor who came to Tampico with us in the John Potter, oc- 
curred while we lay at Vergara. This was the total loss of 
that hrig, which, with two schooners sent round from Saori- 
ficios with stores and provisions, was driven ashore by one 
of those violent noith gales which blow so frequently on this 
coast diuing the winter. There being no practicable means 
of getting them off, without incurring more expense tlian 
thoy were worth, tliey were left to their fate ; and when we 
returned in the summer of the following year, their upright 
timbers protruded fi-om the sand, where they lay firmly im- 
bedded. Several of our men considered the occurrence 
ocular demonstration of the etistenoe of witthcraft, or some 
species of demonology, and some whom tlie march of intel- 
lect had rendered sceptical on these pomts had their faith in 
' these ancient doctrines revived and eonfirmed 

The preparations for the bombardment of the city mean- 
while went on vigoronsly, but many ot the men appeared to 
think that General Scott was only lo-iing time, and that a 
rush on the city at all points, to carry it by a coup de main, 
would he the only proper and effeetu'jl phn of proceeding, 
General Twi^s himself had been heard to express his disap- 
proval of losing so much time, after the following manner, 
" ^S'^ ' ^y ^y^ '1' have to take it yet with tJieir bayonets." 
4s a short description of Gciiei'al Twiggs may not be aJto- 
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guther uninleresting, I will give it as -it struck me at the 
time. In height flie General ia about five feet ten inches, 
very broad shouldei'ed and bull-necked, and is altogetlier a 
very stout and robusHooking man, though verging "on sixty- 
years of age. His face Is large and red, with hlue eyes, and 
rather coarse and heavy-looking features ; an exuberant mass 
of tow-white hair, with long beard, and whiskers of the same 
colour, give him a gruff appearance, quite in keeping with 
his character, in which the disagreeable and the unprepos- 
sessing are the preponderating qualities. But he was a great 
favourite amongst the mep, who admired him principally, I 
believe, for his bmsquerie and coarseness of manner, and a 
singular habit he had of swearing most veliemently, and fly- 
ing into a passion on tlie most trifling occasions. But though 
General Tivi^s had lie most republican contempt for eti- 
quette, and even tie common courtesies of civilized life, in 
hia intercourse with others, he was furious if a soldier hap- 
pened to omit paying him the customary military salute in 
passing. 

The ei'ection of the batteries on tbe sand Mia, and the 
conveyance of so much heavy ammunition to places conve- 
nient, was a very laborious task for our army in such a warm 
and exhausting climate. But all the troop took their share 
of the duty, each regiment working so many hours in suc- 
cession, under its officers. At last, by dint of prodigious and 
untiring exertion, parties of our men having been employed 
in working day and night ever since our landing, on the 
22nd of March, all being ready for operations, the town was 
formally summoned, and the governor having refused to sur- 
render, the work of havoc and destruction was oi-dered to be 
commenced. For three successive days and nights, with 
short periods of intermission, the thundei-s of our gtrns and 
mortaJ«, and the enemy's batteries in the city, were most 



by Google 



164 

deafening and incessant. On a lieiglit near our camp at 
Vergara, a niimbet- of out men fraquontly stood wateliing 
the sliells at niglit , thur appearance r«emLkd that ot tlie 
meteors called sliootang or falling htirs , and tliey n i,re dis- 
tmetly Tisible from the time when they began to asLcnd in 
their Qrcling course until they disappeared amonj the roofs 
of the buildings At length on the 26th, after shot and 
shell to the number of se\en thou and of those destructive 
missiles had been pourpd mto the unfoitunate citv, the; dis- 
played 1 white flig and after i \t\ or two spent in nego- 
tiating the f Uowing teims were finally agrecl on The town 
and cistk were to be surrendered on the 29th the gamsoa 
to march cut ot the central uty gate and lay down their 
arms and to bo furnished with four days' provisions The 
officers to be allowei to letain their arms jud to hn^e five 
da^s to return to their natue homes, all public pi operty and 
materiel of iv ir to btlong to tho Aniene-ui forces, the sick 
and wcnndcd to he alloived to remain in the uty, and no 
pri\ats pioperty ot huildmg to be tiLcn possession of by the 
Americin^ On the 29th, the Mexicans, amounting to be- 
tween foni and hie thousand marchod out of the aiy and 
depositei their arms in tmnt ot a strong body of the Anie- 
ncan amiv drawn up to recent, thera A Ingide niidtr 
General Quitman niaiched in and occupied the gvnsons 
forthwith, and the American Sag floated o\er San Juan 
dUUoa and the eity of Vera Ciuz 

Having procured a wiitten penmssion fiom the ofliter 
commanding our regiment, a tew dajs after our troops hid 
taien possession of the city, I visited it m compaay mth 
Sei'geants Lear and Beebe, of ours ; being cunous to obsen e 
the effects of the hombardment, and also to giatity our 
curiosity with a view of the interior of a (it) nhi'h at a 
short distance presents a very grand ami imposing aj^cai 
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ance. The city of Vova Cruz is very well built, the houses 
being of stone, and tlia walls of the most substantial thick- 
ness, an excellent thing in a warm climate. The streefa are 
wide and well paved, and its general appearance is that of a 
clean, neat, and compactly bnilt city. It contains a number 
of very handsome churches, tho painted and gilt domes of 
which give a highly imposing effect to the view of it from a 
short distance. The interiors of several of these churches 
■wliieh we visited were highly ornamented with shrines, and' 
all the profusion of carving, gilding, and painting, usual in 
tliese places; the most of it tawdry and vulgar-looking I 
imagined. One of the churches which we entered near the 
centre of the city, the most richly decorated we have seen, 
having a fine marble-paved floor, a magnificent dome, and 
some very good pictures, had been converted into an hospital 
for the wounded, and contained upwards of a hundred male 
patients at tho time we were in it. Several shells had fallen 
through tho dome, on the marble floor, the fragments of 
which had made sad mutilations of the pictures and effigies 
of the saints and virgins of tlie various shrines round the 
building. And what seemed to us heretici for mcie i itiable, 
though doubtless of minor importance m the ejes of a true 
CathoEc, one of these shells had killel ind wounJei about 
twenty of tho unfortunate inhabitants who had fled to its 
slielter as a sanctuary of safety during the bombirimenf. 
The whole of the south-west side of the citj \\hich lying 
nearest our batteries, was most exposed to the storm of 
destructive missilea, was a scene of desclation cal uhtedto 
make the most strenuous advocates of phytic il force pause 
and reflect. For my own part, while ready to admit the 
wiioie weight and force of such powerful arguments I felt 
sti'ongly inclined to doubt the justice oi prop^iet> of having 
recourse to them. "Whole streets were crumiled f luins, 
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and tlicy told us the killed and wounded iuliiiljitaiits ainoimtecl 
to Iwtween five and six Lundred, while the soldiers who h;Kl 
been employed at their batteries during the whole time of 
the bombardment had as many more ; the entire killed and 
wounded being over a tlioui-and. 



by Google 



CHAPTER XV. 

Sickness— Mordi on Jakpa— Position of tho enfemy— Order to at- 
tack — The counter-order and its effect. 

A GREAT deal of sickness prevailing amoBg tlie troops, 
General Scott wisely deteiiniiied to lose no time in removing 
the maiE body to Jalapa, where it was said to be his inten- 
tion to wait for further reinforcements from the States. 
General Twig^ with his division was to march on the ^th 
of April, the other two divisions following in succession. As 
an engagement with the enemy was anticipated before wo 
reached Jalapa, and aa the means of transport were too 
limited to admit of our carrying much of our baggage along 
with us, all the heaviest of it, together witi our tents, was 
directed to be packed up and left in the quartermaster's 
stores at Vera Cruz. A great number of sick were left 
behind, few of whom ever joined again, as most of the poor 
fellows soon fell victims to the unwholesome climate and the 
careless treatment soldiers receive in over-crowded hospital.^ 
during a campaign. Among those early victims for whom 
we were especially sorry, were Davies and Bob Madden, 
formerly mentioned, who were left beMnd with several more 
of our company, and of whose deaths we received intimation' 
shortly after we arrived at Jalapa. 

On the morning of the 7th, about seven o'clock, oar divi- 
sion, consisting of about 3000 infantry, a light battery, con- 
sisting of two six-pounder field pieces and two twelve- 
pounder howitzers, and a small body of cavalry, proceeded 
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on our march to Jiilapa. Fov the first six or seven miles our 
progress was voiv slow and paiiifu!, the road hoiiig a loose 
Baud, in which we sank to the ankles nt every step. A gioat 
many of the men, mj-self among the number, were ill with 
diarrhcea ; hut being of opinion that small chance of renewed 
health awaited those who stayed behind in tlio hospitals at 
Vera Cruz, we w^e all glad to get away from it; trusting 
for a renewal of our Kshausted vigonr to the purer air of the 
mountains, which a few days' march would enable us to 
breathe. After marching about three miles, we halted at a 
bridge thrown over a small stream whidi crossed tlie road, 
and many of the men taking off their knapsacks, began to 
select those articles which they resolved to carry, throwing 
the remainder away. Numbers of tliem reserved only a 
great-coat or blanket, deliberately sacrificing the rest of their 
efieots, and before we reached Santa Fo, a small village 
alwut eight miles from Vergara, the road was strewn with 
articles of clothing thrown away by tlie men. 

We halted in the village of Santa F6, for a short time, 
and General Twiggs and the officers of his staif entered a 
house where they sat down to rest, slieltered from the scorch- 
ing heat of the sun. Some of the men in the meantime had 
discovered an apartment at tlie otlier end of the building, 
containing some barrels of aquadiente, or Mexican brandy, 
and an entrance having been effected, a considerable portion 
of the hquor had found its way into the men's canteens, he- 
fore a knowledge of their proceedings had been communi- 
cated by the Mexican to the General. The anger of Gene- 
ral Twiggs as he rushed to the scene, and the celerity with 
which tlie marauders " vamosed the ratiche," as they heard 
the ominous alarm of " here's old Davy," transcend descrip- 
tion. Two or three of the nnlucky wights, however, he met 
on the threshold of the door, on their n'av out ; these he 
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seized by fie collar and swung round till Le had an oppor- 
tunity of administering a sound kick to their posteriors. 
None of tliem, however, slayed to remonstrate on these 
ratlier unpleasant demonsti'ations of the old General's love of 
justice, being only too happy to get out of that fix so easily, 
and the bugle having been ordered to sound " The Assembly," 
we were foimed into our ranks, and the march was imme- 
diately resumed. 

General Twiggs, who rode at the head of the division, 
committed a great error in permitting tlie men in front to 
walk too quick on this day's march. The consequence of 
Uiis was iLat a great many of tlie men being weak from the 
effects of diarrhoea could not keep up, and slipped off the 
road into the thickets, which after leaving Santa Fe begaji 
to offer an inviting shade, and in which many of them lay 
down and deliberately resolved on staying behind the division. 
When we reached the place where we were to encamp for 
the night, a small stream about five miles fi'om Santa Fe, 
the rear of the column was several miles behind, the men 
straggling along the road at their own discretion ; and when 
the rolls were called at sunset, about a third of tlie men were 
absent, not having come up. We bivouacked under the 
trees by the roadside, the grass was delieiously soft and elas- 
tic, and, after a supper of cotFee, biscuit, and pork, Nutt 
made us some aquadiente punch, afiier quaffing a bumper or 
two of which, we lay down, and slept very comfortably until 
roused by the reveille next morning about four o'clock. 

We had warm cofi'ee before starting in the morning, our 
cooks, who had no other duties to perform on a march, ex- 
cept cooking, always getting up sufficiently early to have 
coflee ready before the hour of starting. On the rolls being 
called tills morning, there were between three and four hun- 
dred men still absent, according to current report. Although 



by Google 



170 ADVESTl-REB OF A SOl.DtEU IN JITIXICO. 

there was no groat danger for those men, aa they would go 
in Bmall Ixxlies, for miitual protection, and cath man, l)esii.!v.s 
being well armed, had tliree days' provisions in liia havresac ; 
yet one could scarcely help thinking that it was a strangely 
in'egular system of marcliing, which, carried on to mucia 
greater extent, would have a fatally destructive effect on Iho 
discipline of an army. We marched considerably slower to- 
day, resting more frequently, and taking care that none of 
the men sti'aggled to the rear. Our road to-day was over a 
level tract of coimtiy, containing some good ricli soil, and for 
a distance of eight or ten milt« we had a wood of veiy fine 
looking timber on each side of the road. Fantastic drape- 
ries and festoons of flowing creepers and vines, Imng from 
tlie branches, and numerous beautiful parasitic plants climbed 
flie trunks of trees in these woods. Many of the trees also 
bore magnificent flowering Tilossoms, and the whole air was 
redolent of their rich peifume. I was almost sorry when we 
emerged into the liglit and air of the open country again, 
tliough knowing it to be infinitely more healthy than Uie 
heavily-loaded and poisonous atmosphere of these delightful 
shades, in whicli, on account of their beanty, 1 could have 
lingered a little longer with pleasure. 

We Arrived at one o'clock, and bivouacked Uiat night at a 
small stream, which had the appearance, from its broad peb- 
bly channel, and a number of deep pools which it contained, 
of a river of considerable aze at certmn periods of the year, 
My comrado Nutt, and I, bathed in one of these pools, and 
found ourselves considerably refreshed by the operation. One 
of the greatest luxuries which I ever enjoyed, is bathing in 
a clear river after a hot and dusty day's march. On these 
occasions, of eour&e one shonid not go in until rested and 
cooled a littls, nor stv, too long in, especially if the water is 
cold ; but mtli th( piei intions vi::ch common seii?e m;..y 



by Google 



teach one, besides being a luxury of the highest order, I have 
always found it a most valuable and powerful auxihary to 
healtL 

Some of the men who had fallen behind came up with us 
fiis evening. They said the rest of the stragglers had de- 
termined not to come Up wifh the division for a few days. 
They had shot some cattle, and were plundering the houses 
of those who sold aijuadiente of that article, as they came 
along ; and upon the whole they seemed to he taking pretty 
good care of themselves ; at all events these demonstrations - 
seemed tolerably vigorous for sick and delicate persons una- 
ble [o keep up with the division. Most of them came up 
with General Patterson's division, which was only one day's 
march behind us, and except a few who were killed by the 
peasantry, they had all joined before the batUe of Cerro 

We commenced the next day's march about an hour before 
sunrise, as we wished to have the most of it over before the 
extreme heat of noon. The road was up hill, rocky, and very 
bad travelling for man or beast; it aJso lay through a barren 
tract of conntry, and water was not to be procured. Those 
men who had neglected fo fill their canteens with water be- 
fore starting, found great difficulty in procuring a drink when 
thirsty to-day ; as the others who had been more provident, 
considered it sufficient hardship to cany enough for them- 
selves. At length, about U o'clock, on winding down a steep 
hdl, we came in sight of the PumU mdonal (National 
Bndge). This was the first scene since we had entered Mex- 
ico, that by its picturesque beauty called forth a spontaneous 
burst of admhation. "Scotland or d n me," was the ex- 
clamation of Jock Whitelaw, a Glasgow callant, as the scene 
opened on his delighted vision. The precipitous banks of 
the nver, rocky, and ornamented with tufts of flowering 
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shrubs, shooting out from its fissures, and suggestive of broom 
and breekan, blue bells and heather, render the scene exceed- 
ingly like the section of a Scotch river glen. Indeed, I 
believe the most unimaginative Scotchman will hardly pass 
the National Bridge without feeling hia native land suggested 
to. memory by the similar eharacterisldcs of the scenery. The 
bridge is a very substantia! and magnificent-looking struc- 
ture, built of stone arches through which rushes tlie clear 
and rapid stream over a fine pebbly channel. We halted 
hei'e a considerable time, for the purpose of allowing the men 
to refresh themselves witli the delicious sparkling water of 
the ^10 Antigua (Old River). We then marched through 
a village of huts whicli stood on each side of the road at the 
end of the bridge, the walla of whicli were cnnes, and wooden 
poles, made into a sort of hurdles, and the i-oofe thatched 
with palm leaves. The village was shaded by some very fine 
mimosas, and on a plain at the end of it we encamped for 
the night. The weather had been fine since we left Vera 
Cniz, and we had suffered no inconvenience from sleeping on 
the grass; my health had also materially improved, a result 
I had anticipated from tlie exercise of marching, which had 
always agreed with me. In the afternoon, my comrade Nutt 
and myself went down to the river and bathed, after which 
we washed onr shirts and stockings, which soon dried in the 
hot sunshine. We remarked, while going through the vil- 
lage, that all the huts except two or three containing a few 
old women and children, were empty and deserted. This 
was considered a proof that a force was collected at some 
point fai-tber on the road, and between us and Jalapa. 

We commenced our march before sunrise next morning as 
usual, and after a fatiguing march over a tolerably good 
road, but mostly up hill, and with thick woods on each side 
of it, which obscured the view and prevented the circulation 
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of air, we arrived about twelve oVlock at Plan dd Rio (The 
Eiver of tlie Plain). At tlie entrance to the village, wo 
crossed a fine bridge of hewn stone, tlirowu over a broad 
and rapid, but shallow stream, with broken and precipitous 
banks, covered with a rich and luxuriant vegetation. The 
village, a wretched collection of huts, of similar eonctruction 
Ui those at the National Bridge, was also deserted by its 
inhabitants. A party of lancers who were there when our 
advance guard, composed of a troop of dragoon's arrived, 
were very near bping surprised and made prisoners. They 
had barely rime to ride off pursued by our dragoons, with 
whom they eichanged a few shots, but owing t* their horses 
being fresh, while our men's were tired with a long march, 
they 60on increased the distance between them, lliese Hero 
an advanced piquet of the enemy, and we now knew that 
we were approaching close to their position. We encamped 
at the end of the village, and in the evening strong piquets 
were posted on the road in the direction of the enemy, ascer- 
tained to he only a few miles from Plan del Rio on the high- 
way to Jalapa, which ascended a steep hill near the bottom 
of which wo were encamped. 

Our reconnoitring parties soon discovered that the enemy, 
who were in strong force, were in a position exceedingly well 
fortified, both by nature and art, tQ oppose our hitherto tri- 
umphant progress. On the highway to Jalapa, about four 
miles from Plan del Rio, the road enters a gorge between 
two heights, which the enemy had strongly forrified. About 
three quarters of a mile further, on the right-hand side of tlie 
road, iTs^ the steep conical hill of Cerro Gordo, the key to 
the seemingly impregnable pass ; as, in the event of our suc- 
ceeding in forcing the other batteries, it, from its position and 
elevation, commanded both them and the intermediate road. 
1'liis hill of Cerro Gordo, the Mexicans had also strongly 
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fortified, and with the redoubtable Saata Anna coniraanding 
in person, and a foroe supposed to be at least fourteen ot 
fifteen thousand stiong, we alt looted for some rather serious 
work, before luxuriating on the delicious fiiiits of Jalapa. 
To say that T felt no apprehension of personal danger at the 
prospect of ati engagement likely to prove a severe one, 
would be ridiculous affectation ; as I believe no man, possess- 
ing a particle of reflection, ever contemplated a similar posi- 
tion with perfect indifference. Be that, however, as it may, 
it seemecl sufiicieiitly evident to me on the present occasion, 
as well as on subsequent ones of a similar kind, that on the 
night before the expected engagement the camp wore an air 
of stillness untisual at other times, the men generally appear- 
ing more thonghtfiil, and conversing li^s, and in more sub- 
dued tones than usual. 

On the evening of the 13th, General Twiggs, who, during 
the sickness of General Patterson, commanded the forces at 
Plan del Eio, after having spent two days in reconnoitring, 
gave the order for an attack on the enemy's batteries, which 
we were to take at the point of the bayonet by assault, early 
next morning. The bugle having sounded for the troops l« 
assemble a little liefcre sunset, the captains of companies 
addressed their men, informing them of the General's inten- 
tion, and explaining as much of the plan of the meditated 
attack as would tend to facilitate its execution. They con- 
cluded with a hope that all woald do their duty gallantly, 
and required us to give three cheers, an invitation which 
was very faintly responded to. The want of enthusiasm dis- 
played hy the men, arose, I am persuaded, from a want of 
confidence in the judgment of General Twiggs, and not 
from any deficiency of the necessary pluck required for tlie 
occasion. But that General, though always admitted to be 
a brave old cavalry officer, was considered, from his pyculia' 
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teiiiperMienf, and previous school of education and disej- 
pliiie, to be totiilly incapable of successfully direcfiug aa 
operation of such magnitude as the present, which any per- 
son might easily see required both military talent and ekill. 
Perfectly aware of the enemy's overwhelming force, and the 
strong nature of his position, and also of the inconsiderate 
rashness of General Tvri^s and his advisers, we felt that we 
were in danger of a defeat, or a victory purchased by a lavish 
and useless expenditure of life. And as we knew that General 
Scott with a division of the army was only two days in rear, 
no one could perceive the least necessity for either of tlidse 
alternatives ; from either of them, however, we were fortu- 
nately saved. 

It coming to the ears of General Pattcraon that an attack 
was ordered next morning, he immediately remimed the 
command of the troops by having his name erased from the 
sick returns. He then issued an order countermanding that 
of General Twiggs, and stating that all active operations 
against the enemy's position were suspended until the arri- 
val of General Scott This turn of affairs gave universal 
satisfaction, aa General Scott deserved and possessed the 
confidence of both officers and men in the highest degree. 
We had received a pint of fiour each man for oar next day's 
bread, the biscuit having all been consumed which we had 
brought with us; and it was considered better to make cakes 
and toast them on the ashes, than to go without bread all 
next day, ^Yhen t!ie news of Genqal Pattei'son's order 
came as late as 1 1 o'clock at night, various groups of anxious- 
looking faces might be seen by the flickering light of the 
bivouac fire, gloomily watching their unleavened cakes, and 
thinking bitterly of tlie morrow. The announcement pro- 
duced one of the most sudden illuminations of the human 
oountenaiiee divi.it- amoiig these gi-oupp, wliicli I ever recol 



by Google 



1Y6 ADVEKTlfltBS or A SOLDIER IS MEXICO. 



lect to have seen ; tlie cakes were either abandoneij, oi 
carried away half baked, fo he finished at some otlier oppor- 
tnnlty, and all retired to sleep, carrying the news to their 
dreaming oonirad^ that the attack was deferred until Scott 
came up. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

AiTiral of Geneva! Seott — Ascent of the ravine — Tlio ehnrge— Th« 
loan of a pipe— Colonel Uamej — General Pillow — Bill Crawford— 
Tietofy. 

On the Hth about noon, greatly to the satisfaction of us all, 
General Scott arrived with the rear division. We now ex- 
pected that something would soon be done, and all seemed 
to feel a revival of confidence and anticipations of success. 
The gallant old General was loudly cheered on his arrival, 
and without waiting for rest or refreshment after his toilsome 
march, he immediately proceeded to reconnoitre the enemy's 
position. The result was the discovery of a ravine leading to 
the right of the enemy's batteries, by which it was resolved 
that the main attack should be made. At the bottom of this 
ravine was the celebrated hill of Oerro Gordo, of a conical 
form, and rising to a height of about two hundred feet from 
the plain. It had about a dozen brass guns, of small caJibre, 
being principally six and nine pounders. Bounding the 
ravine on the left, there was another hill about aa high as 
Cerro GSordo, tlie summits of the. two liills being not more than 
half a mile distant. This hill, which General Scott deter- 
mined to possess, was only covered by a piquet of the ene- 
my, and could be easily obtained when required. 

The 16th and 16th were occupied in a strict scrutiny of the 
enemy's works, and in removing obstacles to the passage of 
guns, ammunition, and troops, by cutting the obstructing 
trees and bushes. This was done by the pioneers, protected 
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by a strong stirmisliing party. On the evening of the I6th, 
we were ready for commencing serious operations. 

It was' a beautiful night at Plan del Eio on the 16th of 
April, 1847, and though on lying down to sleep one could 
see the lustrous stars shining in the blue canopy over head, 
yet we were in the " Tierres calienles" (the warm country), 
and one can sleep out of doors there very well in dry 
weather. Comfort, like ever3^ing else, has many degrees 
of comparison ; for two or ftree nights previous we had a 
little more rain than was agreeable, one advantage of which 
was, that we now actually enjoyed a good night. "Sweet 
are the uses of adversity." Most of us therefore slept soundly 
until roused nest morning from our slumbers by the reveille, 
which sounded about half-past four o'clock. Having taken a 
good breakfast of our usual camp fare — biscuit, beef, aad 
ooffee — the last meal for many a poor fellow, we prepared 
for the "march by'falling into our places in the ranks. 

The division to which I belonged, consisting of about 3000 
infantry, had orders fc proceed under the command of Gene- 
ral Twiggs, to take possession of the hill at the bottom of 
the ravine, and opposite Cerro Gordo, which General Scott 
had previously decided upon taking. It was covered by a 
piquet of the enemy whom we had orders to drive in, and 
retain the hill in possession, as upon it was considered to 
depend our best chance of success in our attack upon Cerro 

Having stowed away our knapacks in the waggons which 
were left behind in the camp, with the other two divisions, 
we began our march up the hill. We expected to be en- 
gaged in a shght skirmish with the enemy's piquets, but did 
not expect to get into the thick of a regular engagement 
until next day. Still a sort of chill was thrown over the 
^irits of most of the men ; jests which yesterday would have 



by Google 



elicited voata of applausive laughter, aomeliow scorned to 
hang fire tiiis morning ; and one or two of our regimental 
wits being snubbed by meditative officers for talking in tlio 
ranks, gave their vocation up in disgust, and became as 
gloomy and as taciturn as the others. It was no great wonder 
either that the men were rather more reflective than usual, 
considering that very few of our number had ever been close in 
front of an enemy before, and we were approaching fortifica- 
tions which we should have to carry by assault, at whatever 
eacrifice of life. 

On coming to the head of the ravine, we were ordered to 
form in file, trail arms, and keep perfect silence, the staff and 
field officers dismounting and leading their horses. One of 
our men happening to stumble over a stone, and his mnsket 
making a loud clattering noise against his tin canteen, a cap- 
tain rushes up to him in the utmost fij.ry, and bawls out loud 
enough to. be heard along the whole line, "You infernal 
Bcoundj'el, I'll run you through if you don't make less noise." 
As Blunderbore, for that was a sobriquet the men Jiad con- 
ferred on the captain, stood flourishing his sword in a strik- 
ing and theatrical attitude, while the poor fellow seemed ter- 
rified lest he should put his tlireat into execution, the scene 
presented such a ludicrous aspect, that in spito of our prox- 
imity to the Mexican batteries, all of us within sight and 
hearing burst into a hearty and simultaneous laugh. 

Since 7 o'clock in tlie morning, when we first began to 
ascend the hill from Plan del Rio, we had only gained three 
or four miles, and it was now past noon. But we had moved 
very slowly, every now and then halting half an hour 
or so, whih the rifles, as skirmishers, cautiously felt the way 
through the -chaparral in advance. The regiment to which 
I belonged, the 1st Artilleiy, was at the head of the column ; 
wfl should therefore have the precedence in the series of mili- 
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taiy balls atioat to be offered us by the Mexicans — a dis- 
tinction I dare say not much valued by ourselves, or gi'eatly 
coTeted by others ; tie post of honour is sometimes tbe post 
of danger. 

It was about 2 o'clock when we heard a few musket shots 
in front, followed hy tbe sharp crack of our rifles, who had 
got within range of the advanced lino of piquets. We im- 
mediately got the word to close up, and move in quick time 
to the front, and in a few minutes we were at the bottom of 
.the hill occupied hy the enemy. " First Artillery and Rifles 
form into line, and charge up the hill," was the word of com- 
mand now ^ven by General Twiggs, " I beg pardon, Ge- 
neral, how far shall we charge them ?" I heard one of our 
captains ask, as we hastily scrambied up. " Charge them to 
h — 11," was the reply of the rough old veteran, who remained 
with the rest of the division at the bottom of the hill. The 
balls came whistling in no very pleasant manner as we made 
our way up the steep hill, helping ourselves occasionally by 
the branches of the bushes ; but the Mexicans are bad shots, 
and besides they were afraid to expose themselves by coniing 
forward to take deliberate ^im ; so that all their balls went 
whistling over our heads, doing iis no damage whatever. In 
the meantime on we went, shouting and hurrahing as if we 
were going to some delightful entertainment, every one in a 
state of the highest excitement, and nearly out of breath 
with hurrahing and running up the steep hill, but at the 
same time disdaining to think of stopping to rocover it. 

Before we reached the top of the hill, which we did with 
veiy trifling loss, the Mexicans quickly retreated down the 
opposite side of it, and now were experienced the bad effects 
of General Twiggs's expression, " Charge them to h — 11." Af- 
ter obtaining possession of the hill, our object, I suspect, 
should have been to retain it in posaossioii with the least 
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them down the ravine. But when the enemy bad got half- 
way up the opposita hill of Cerro Gordo, we saw the error we 
bad committed ia pursuing them, being now caught in a com- 
plete fix. 

To attempt to retreat up the bill in the face of the conti- 
nuous fire of some thousands of Mexican infantry, and fbat 
of their batteries, who now opened a crossfire (those to the 
left sweeping the aide of the bill with round shot, and that 
of Oerro Gordo opposite pouring in volleys of grape and ca- 
nister), would have been instant and total destruction. We 
■were forced to remain therefore under the cover of rocts and 
trees, firing an occasional shot at the enemy only, who kept 
up an incessant, though fortunately for us a v^iy ill-directed 
fire until near sunset Indeed the loud and incessant roll of 
musketry all that afternoon, exceeded anything of the kind 
I ever beard. At length, towards sunset, the enemy seemed 
prepaiing for a grand charge ; there was a cessation of firing 
nearly ; we could observe their officers forming their men 
info the ranks, and with colours displayed, and a band of 
music playing in front, they at la.'st advanced towards our 
position, which at that monient seemed sufBciently perilous. 
"We bad a small howiteer, of the kind called mountain how- 
itzers, fi'om their peculiar convenience in mountain warfare, 
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for which tlioy were expressly made ; being hgM, and easily 
dismounted and carried up a hilS. This was prepared for 
their reception, being well loaded with grape, and wo waited 
with some anxiety to see its effects. On they came till near 
the bottom of the ravine, and within two or tJiree hundred 
yards of us, when the howitaer sent its murderous contents 
among them. I never saw such sudden havoc and confu- 
sion caused by a single shot. It swept right into the head 
of the advancing column, kilhng and wounding a great num- 
ber of those in advance, among others several of the band, 
who ceased playing the moment the shot struck the column, 
which halted almost instantly. " Arrah, more power to the 
hand that fired you, my jewel of a how-its-yure ; it's your- 
self sure that knows how to pay the piper ; tliat'il make you 
change your tune any how, you yellow pagans," cried Mickey 
Ryan. The Mexicans were thoroughly taken by surpfise by 
thw shot, and had quickly resolved not to risk another, for 
taking up their wounded they immediately began to retire to 
their former portion. Except a straggling sliot now and 
then, the firing on both sides soon ceased ; it was getting 
dusk, and our men began to make their way to the main. 
body by circling round the hill. Parties were now sent ont 
to search for and carry in the wounded ; but owing to the 
nature of the ground, and the darkness of the night, with a 
share of culpable neglect on the part of those whose duty it 
was to see the search more carefully prosecuted, I am afraid 
a number of the wounded perished, who might have recovered 
if they had been promptly attended to. I saw one poor fel- 
low brought in after' the battle next morning, who had been 
wounded and left on the field on the previous nighty and 
who affirmed that there were groans of wounded men in all 
directions round him during the night. 

I was witjiess to an incident this afternoon during the ai> 
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tion, wliich for tie diabolical spirit displayed by one of its 
actors exceeds anything of the kind I ever saw. An orderly 
nei^ant named Annsti'ong, haying received a wound in some 
part of the body, sat down seemingly in great agony. One 
of the men, belonging to, his own company came over to 
where he was sitting, and asked him if he was wounded ; 
on his answering that he was, very badly, " Airah, then may 
the devil cure yo, you black-hearted rascal," was the unfeel- 
ing rejoinder. The sergeant was not popular, and I believe 
his conduct was not calculated to inspire much sympathy for 
his misfortunes ; but the wretch who could thus triumph 
in his physical sufferings and agony, must have been a fiend, 
and his conduct was very severely reprobated and commented 
on by his comrades. This diabolical spirit was engendered, 
by what is singularly enough called religious hatred; the 
sergeant having been an Orajyefljaw, and the man addressing 
him a Roman CathoHc. Tlie sergeant died on the field that 
night, liis watch and a purse containing some money, which 
he had on his person, were missing, and tliere were several 
bayonet woimds in his body. It was generally supposed that 
the Mexicans had killed and plundered him, as he had been 
left near their lines ; but some did not hesitate to express 
their suspicions of foul play, and plainly intimated their 
belief that some of his own company had killed and robbed 

When the action commenced, as we were scrambling up 
the hill, and while the balls were whistling rather thick in 
our vicinity, I felt a rather smart blow'on the right temple. 
On the instant I imagined I had received a quietus, but a 
moment's reflection showed me that I was happily mistaken. 
The false alarm had arisen from the sudden recoil of a 
branch caused by a man a pace or two in advance, who waa 
crushing through the brushwood, a branch of which in re 
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coiling Liid struck me on the temple. The iiJipriisslou on!j 
lasted for a second, bat I shall not eoon forget the singular, 
and by no means pleasant, sensation caused by tliJs rjmple 
occuri'ence. 

Some men have blamed General Twiggs for leaving the 
remainder of the division inactive, while the small body sent 
to drive in the piquets were in. such a dangerous predica- 
ment; hut there I think he acted with good judgment. 
Had ho engaged the whole division, he might have extricated 
the first party, but assuredly with a far greater ■ sacrifice of 
life. Nothing but the paucity of our number!, pai'adoxical as 
it may seem, saved us fiom a general slaughter on tli'' 
occasion, enabling us to obtam the cover, ot which a laigs 
body could not ha^e equally availed themselves The giett 
fault which I, m common with all my comrades with whom 
I have conversed on the topic, think he ooinmitted, was 
tiiat he did not give more explicit m^tiuctiont. to the officei's 
in commajid of companies sent out on that ocLawon Per- 
haps he did not ckarly comprehend the instructions he had 
received irom Genera! Scott himsell At all events that a 
blunder had been made was evident, that it had cost us 
nearly two hundred men equally so, but no one thought of 
General Scott in connection with it Geneiil Twiggs has 
all the credit of the first day of the battle of Oen o Goi do 

It was now dark, with t slight ram, and amidst the gioqns 
of the Bufieiing wounded, who were having their wounds 
dressed, and amputations performed until iaie at night, the 
most smooth and soft piece of iurf hanng been Bclect^d for 
their accommodation, tired and weary, we lay down to seek 
repose, and recruit our strength for the struggle of next 
morning, I had tlie bad fortune to be on a piece of ground 
which wns full of small stones, but as we were ordered to 
keep our places aa if in the ranks, in case oJ a night attack-. 
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I could not better it by shiftiug my ground. Still I maiiag-- 
ed to pick up a considerable number of them, a,nd at last I 
found that it iraa somewhat more endurable. There w;is not 
much conversation amongst ns this night, but taking a few 
mouthfuls of biscuit, a drink of .water, and a smoke, we 
made ourselves as comfortable as, under the circumstances, 
was possible. As tending to show the effect of hardship 
and danger in blunting that feeling of subservient humility 
usually shown by the private soldier to his ofBcei', I recollect 
an incident that occurred in the vicinity of where I was 
lying. One of our lieutenanta sent a sergeant to a man of 
the name of Rielly whom he saw smoking, with a request 
for a smoke of bis pipe. " Arrah, sweet, is your hand in a 
pitohec of honey, my jewel ?" said Rieliy ; " the lieutenant is 
mighty condescending. May bo you would be pleased, 
sergeant, to inform the lieutenant, along with Rielly's com- 
pliments, that if he will wait till Eielly has his own smoke — 
may the lioly Virgin be near us, may be it's the last smok!> 
ever the same Rielly will take — and tell Mickey Eyan, who 
axed the pipe afore him, has had a turn of it, I'll not be agin 
lending him the pipe." " Faith ye hae sent the sergeant aff 
wi' a flea in his lug," said a broad-spoken countryman of mine 
of the name of Findlay. "Bad luck to theimpidence of the 
rapscallions, sure it's a gag they would be after putting in 
my moufL in the place of a pipe, if I was to ask one of them- 
selves for a loan of the same thing," was the rejoinder of 
Teddy Rielly. 

There was no disguising the fact that we had an ugly job 
before us next morning ; but we had strong ground for hope 
in the positive cowardice of the Mexicans, our own compara- 
tive courage, and the superlative skill of General Scott. 
Besides, we had come through the baptism of fire that day, 
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and weie still unhurt, and perliaps wo slioulJ liO equally 
fortunate tlie nest. 

During the night, while we slept, the guns (two twenty- 
four pounders, with a complement of ammunition) liad with 
incredible exertions been got to the summit of the hill, and 
placed in position for opening upon Oevro Gordo nest morn- 
ing. A temporary breastwork of stones and earth, capable 
of affording considerable protection to the men who woidd 
work them, had also been tlirown np, I slept most uneasily 
all night, being cold and sore with lying on the stones ; 
we had left our blankets and great-coats in the baggage 
■wagons, mid it had rained a little. I was not sorry there- 
fore that when day broke, we immediately fell into the 
ranlcH, and began to ascend the hiJl, Motion is highly desir- 
able to promote circulation and supple the joints after a 
rather cold night on the ground, {as I frequently had an 
opportunity of remarking while in Mexico,) and before we 
were half way up the hill I began to feel rather more com- 
fortable. As we march,ed by a circuitous path, some of us 
tm'ued occasionally to admire the appearance of the sky, 
which was tinted with a suipassing brilliance by the rising 
sun, while spread out beneath us, as tat as the eye could 
reach, was some of the most picturesque and romantic 
Boenery imaginable. But we were soon recalled to another 
sort of contemplation. A shot from the enemy's batteries, 
who had now caught a glimpse of us, followed by another 
and another in quick succession, soon dispelled any disposi- 
tion to seiitimentalize which we might have previously 
entertained. And having been cautioned to close up and 
quicken our steps, in a few minutes we gained the position 
we were to occupy, until the signal should be given for the 
charge. 
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Thcrf! Mas a i=l]g-lit hollow in tlie top of the liill near 
where our twenty-four pounders were placed, and opposite 
Corro Gordo ; this was the position we ought to have main- 
tained on tlie previous afternoon in place of following the 
Mexicans so rashly, . In this hollow the rifles, a regiment of 
infantry, and our regiment, were ordered to lie down on the 
grass, in wliich position we were completely sheltered from 
the fire of the enemy's batteries. Wliile lying thus, we could 
watch the effects of the grape shot passing a few feet above 
us, with its peculiar hiii'sh and bitter whistle, to the opposite 
bank, where the saplings and branches crashed, under the 
withering influence of these unseen messengers, as if by 
magic. But soon our 24-pounder8 opened on the Mexicans 
with most terrible effect, as tiey were in a dense mass on the 
top of the opposite hill, where some thousands of iufantrj- 
were crowded, to repel our anticipated assault. We now 
received orders to prepare for a charge. Wliile the rifles 
were forming in tlie bottom of the hollow, one end of their 
line had incautiously gone a little way up on the opposite 
bank, or side of the hill. A shower of grape, that killed and 
wounded at least a dozen of tlieir number, was the result of 
this exposure, and a volley of oaths from Colonel Harney, at 
the stupidity of the officer who had formed them in that 
posit' on see ed to g ate as harshly on e s ctjs as the n s 
fa les showe ng o er u 

Wh le tl s as g ng on a d s ol v lunteers u ler 
G ne tl P How hal i aulted the baiter es on o r lett but 
ere repulsed w th eons derahle I -s enetal '^h el Js h ng 
amongst the se ere!y wo ndtd The cnt had now 

air ed wh n we vere to fa ■<• the ho zontal sho ver wl ch 
fo the last hour anl a 1 alf had been flj ng iln o t harmless 
o er u But tl e t venty tour pounde h d lone w nders 
nndCe ofod Tl o ^^ "g *■ H ^ f ft ty 
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the panic created by their deadly discharges. 'Ilie nctivity 
of the Mexican artillery was also rather Blackened, they ivere 
evidently getting paralysed, and discouraged, at seeing the 
effects of our shots. Now was the time for the charge, and 
pausing for a few breathless moments till the cent shower of 
grape hurtled over us, the bugle sounded the charge, and 
with a loud hurrah we leaped and tumbled down the raWne, 
opposif* the enemy's battery of Cerro Gordo. 

A brisk fire of infantry opened upon us as we descended, 
and a few of our number dropped by the way ; but we were 
in too great a hurry to stay and assist, or sympathize with 
wounded men just at that time. Bill Crawford, a Scotchman, 
and an old British soldier, with whom I had become 
acquainted at Vem Ci'uz, was going down tlie hill with me ; 
we were within a few yards of each other, when recognising 
me he called out, "Ha! Geordie man, boo are ye this morn- 
ing, tliis is gey hot wark, how d'ye like this ! Faith, Geor- 
die ; I doubt they're hit me," he continued, as be sat down 
behind a rock, a musket ball having entered the calf of his 
leg. I asked him if he was badly hurt. " I've gotten a scart 
that'll keep me frae gaun on ; but gudesake, man, dinna mind 
me, Fve shelter here ; an I ken ye'U no like to be the last o' 
gaun up the hill." I had just jumped down four or five feet, 
when a rattle of grape that sphnterod a ledge of rock where 
I had stood while talking to Bill, showed me the danger of 
delay. " Ah, Geordie, a miss is as gude as a mile ; gude 
bye, tak tent o' yoursel ; tell our folk where I'm sitting, when 
it's ower," cried the hearty old fellow, who had come ihiongh 
the Peninsula and Waterloo, unhurt, to be wounded in this 
shabby affair, as I afterwards heard him. express himself. It 
was not long before I reached the bottom of the bill. 

On arriving there, both men and oflicers paused, but only 
for a few seconds, to recover breath. Hero, feeling my bavre- 
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sac, containing biscuit and otlier ai'ticles, an incuml>ranoe, I 
took it off and threw i| down at tlie foot of a large rock, 
intending to call again for it if I could find an opportunity 
after tlie action. We tUen began to climb the hill, which 
was very steep, but being rocky, and covered with brushwood 
for about twortliirds of the way, the enemy's musket balls 
passed quite Lamilessly over na until near the top. 'VVheTi 
we arrived at the summit, a hundred or two of the Mexican 
infantry posted behind a breastwork of large stones, checked 
our advance for tbi'ce or four minutes, until seeing us rein- 
forced by a number of infantry coming up the hill cheering, 
they threw their muskets down, and scampered in the utmost 
confusion down the opposite side of the hill. Several of the 
enemy's guns were now manned, and fired on the retreating 
enemy, a disordered mass, running with panic speed down 
die hili, and along the road to Jalapa. The battle was now 
won ; tlie other two forts, that a short time before had re- 
pulsed the volunteers, seeing the fate of Cerro Gordo, imme- 
diately pulled down their flag and. hoisted a white one. 
They made an unconditional surrender, and the garrisons 
were marched out of the batteries to the road, without arms, 
to the amount of about 8000 ; they were employed to dig 
pits for the interment of the dead, and were afterwards per- 
mitted to go to their homes, on promising not to take up 
arms against the United States during the existing war. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

After tlia battle — The wounded — Mexicau eui^cons — The litter of 
dead — An unexpeeted regale. 

GflNBRAL Soorr was much censured \>y tlie rneii for releasing 
the prisoners taken at Cerro Gordo on the tenns he did. It 
was argued that though he had no provisions, yet the roa<l 
being open to Vera Cruz, a few hundred dragoons miglit 
have inarched tliem back to tliat garrison, where supplies 
were plentiful, while the garrison left there would have been 
quit« adequate to take charge of the prisoners. It certainly 
did seem rather questionable policy, as whatever were the 
&ults of the Mexicans as sol 1 er« they ere tolerable a t He 
nets, and when inside of o e of the r forn lable latte a, 
the only position seem ne;lj n wii h t] ey ■* oi 1 1 fight, th y 
did us a goo<I deal of lamage before we su ceed d n d s 
lod^ng them. Now f ho I ad k pt tl ese pr soners t wa 
evident that they would e tl er ja 1 a ! to min thei I atte 
ries with inferior men >n vl h ca e o r army would luive 
sufiered less in the &ubseq ent en^gements or wanting the 
assistance of those p wner! tl ey m gl t 1 ave been more 
inclined to come to tern s The !elt g tl m go, however, 
was not disapproved of by t! e Gover ment though among 
the soldiers of our eg ment t was generally condemned 
when talking over the policy of the campaign. 

We bad now leisure to reflect upon our good fortune in 
having succeeded so much more easily than we anticipated 
in our hazardous assauli, and I thought I perceived a moisture 
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glistening in the eyes, and an unusual ti'emor affecting tho 
voice of -many brave soldiura, as they shook hands and con- 
gratulated each other on their mutual safety. Shortly after- 
wards GeneralScott with a few of his staff came riding up, 
and shaking hands with all who approached, congratulated 
them warmly on the victory. A number of the men and ofB- 
cers having crowded round him, lie made a short and affecting 
speech, as near as I can recollect in the following words : 
— " Brother soldiers, I am proud to call you brothers, and 
your country will be proud to hear of your conduct this day. 
Our victory has cost us the lives of a number of brave men, 
but they died fighting for the honour of their country. 
Soldiera, yon have a claim on my gratitude for your conduct 
this day, which I will never forget" During the delivery of 
this short address he was on horseback, and held Iiis hat in 
his hand. He was very much affected, and tears rolled over 
the furrowed cheeks of the majestic old hero, the sight of 
wh' h c. d sympathetic drops to start to the eyes of 
any ough and weather-beaten countenance, " albeit un- 
us d he melting mood." At the conclusion, he was 
n bus a lly cheered, when he slowly rode off, bowing, 
nd w ng his hat. 
P es of the men were now despatched in all directions, 
to seaieh for and brmg ia the woun4ed. A number of the 
men al&o set out m small parties to explore for water; as 
the morning bemg veiy hot, most of the men were suffering 
e\cpedinglv fiom thirst. The wounded as they were brought 
m were attended to as well as under the circumstances could 
lo expected, amputations being performed, and the most 
urgent and dangerous eases attended to first. One or two 
Mtvican surgeons also made tlieir appearance, and proceeded 
with much appaient skill to dress and bandage the wounds 
of their unfortunnte countrymen, in which they wer^ assisted 
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ly our surgeons after tl -v 1 . 1 d s= 1 ill I] e r own 
^^ c unded iliese Me\ can -iuigec na a e lepute 1 k he very 
skiltul m the treitm nt ot i\ounds ivliiLh seems likely 
enough as there i piol ibly no country m the world if we 
except Texas or talifiriia, wheie so hige in amount of 
prictict, maj he found m curing wounds of all the shooting 
ani stabh ng 1 anetiea Be that is, it may however it was 
cariently reported that Geneial Shields owed his 1 te to the 
skll ind care of a Mexican surgeon who un lei took and 
completed his cure after hia nound had been jronounced 
mortal hy those of our auigLons ivho examined it Our 
wounded being supplied ■nilh blankets and i =uftu,i nt num- 
ber (i men being appointed to attenl on them thej were 
ph ed under a tempoiarj shel wh cli at least sereeued them 
from the scoiihin^ ri}s if the sun Nc\t diy they were 
rem lied to Jalapi where a large tonient neir the Plaza was 
af propnated tj their use as a hospital 

In this engagiment the Amenein lo«=i was between 500 
and COO in killed and wounded and the Mexi ins lost pro- 
bably tuUy as many Between 200 anl 300 bodies of dead 
Mexicans were collected on the field, principally on the hill 
of Cerro Gordo, and a great many were killed by our dra- 
goons and light artillery, who" pursued them on the JaJapa 
road. Some of our men obtained considerable sums of 
money after tlie battle was over, by searching the clothes of 
the dead ; but though the practice may be in accordance 
with the usages of war, there always seemed something bo 
revolting to the feelings in it, tliat 1 could never think of 
trying that mode of recruiting my finances, though suftering 
a little sometimes from a deficiency of the exchequer. Nei- 
ther was I the least singular in this respect, as I learned 
afterwards ; the feeling being quite general amongst the 
men, mwo especially araongiit the Irish, who had a supersti- 
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tions horror at tlie idea of rjffing a dead body, believing that 
it would be sure to call down a judgment on those who 
would do it, in a future engagement 

Several bodies of Mexican officers who had been killed 
while defending the hill, lay here, one of which was said lo 
be that of a General who had been allowed to go on parole 
with the rest of the gaiTison from Tera Cruz when it capitu- 
lated. He was near the stockades, as if he had fallen while 
in advanced position, eacouraging the soldiers by his exam- 
ple. One of our men had taken otf his boots ; the scoundrel, 
I am sure, would not be able to wear them, as the officer's 
feet, on which he had fine white stock ngs w ma kably 

small. His hands too were very small and d 1 cat Ij f rmed, 
so much so as to cause remark by aim t II wh 1 k i at 
the body. He was an old grey-headed man een ngly 
about sixty years of age, of a rafter 1 gl t th ugh a live 
make ; and there was something noble n th e j b of 

his countenance, which was calm and f 1 d if h had 
died without pain. He was womided w Ih k t balls m 
two or three places of the body, and a h laj -n th hia 
face to the sky, and his feet to the fo I id n t help 
feeling a mingled thrill of admiration and i t at Ih fate of 
the brave old hero. 

There was another Mexican officer breathing his last, near 
a small stone building which the Mexicans had nsed for a 
magazine, and on which they had a flag when we carried the 
bill. He was wounded in the breast with a musket-shot, 
and blood was oozing from his mouth. He was a large, 
stoutrbodied man, and from the indications of Indian blood 
in his colom' was evidently a Mexican, and not a pm'C Casti- 
lian like the other. A letter taken from his pocket contained 
hia commission, dated only a few weeks before, and signed 
by Santa-Anna, by which it appeared that he was Diego 
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MaTtinez, Capitan de Infanterut. He ivore .t gold chain 
about his neck, to which was attached a miniature picture 
of a VP17 iiue-looking child ; we could trace no resemblance 
in the child's countenance to his, but then hia features were 
distoi-ted by pain. Poor fellow, if many of the Mexican 
officers had imitated his example, I believe we should not 
hiLve won the battle of Cerro Gordo so easily. 

We now began (o suffer from tlie cravings o£ hunger and 
thirst ; fuw of the men. had eaten anything that morning, in 
fact many of them had notliing to eat, and water could not 
be obtained even for the wounded, who felt a perpetual crav- 
ing for it. I was therefore very glad when the adjutant 
coming up to where a group of us were standing, asked mo 
if I thought I could find my way to where we had bivouacked 
on the previous night It occurred to me thit this would 
be a good diance to fand =ome water , on my way I should 
also pass where I hid left my hanosac at the foot of the 
hill, and where Bill Crawford was wounded and I should 
see whether he had been taken care of I therefore told 
him I could find my waj there eaailj He then gave me a 
message to his servant, whom he had left behind with two 
horses in charge, his own and the colonel's, directing him to 
bring them round by the village, and wait with them at the 
bottom of the hill, as the regiment would march down in a 
short time. I started on my mission, and had little difficu% 
in finding my havresac ; it lay in the position in which I 
Lad left it, nearly covered up with the long grass. I was 
very glad to see it, and picking it up I threw it over my 
shoulders, and pursued my journey. I soon came to the 
place where Crawford was wounded, hut he was not there, 
BO I was satisfied that he had been taken care of. I passed 
the dead bodies of a gi'eat many who had been killed the 
day before, both Americans and Mrs i cans, -though princi- 
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pally tlie latter. They prosented a allocking spectacle ; these 
gliastly corpses hut yesterday were as full of life and anima- 
tion as I was at tliat moment, and now there they lay with 
their features distorted and blackening in the sim. I felt a 
sickening loathing at the idea of these human sacrifices, 
these offerings to Mars, which the poet and the historian 
dignify Willi the titles of glorious victories, and I cursed in 
my teait the iniatuation which had liiJied me to the inhu- 
man profession of a soldier, 

I soon found the groom of the horses ; he was an old grey- 
headed man, a countryman of mine, named David GSurley, 
and one of the finest old fellows in the regiment After 
communicating my message, I got an invitation from him to 
take a little breakfast before starting, and I could have the 
adjutant's horse, he said, to ride to the bottom of the hill. 
I very gladly accepted bolt of these offers, feeling tired and 
faint ; the excitement of the previous afternoon and that 
morning, Tvith hunger and thirst, made me fee! a strong 
inclination to lie down under a tree and enjoy a sound sleep. 
Observing my appearance of weariness, Goiirley pulled out 
a flask from Ms havrcaac, which, having tasted, he handed 
fo me, recommending it as a sovereign cure for lowness of 
spirits. I took a mouthful or two from the llask, which I 
found contained some excellent brandy, and felt immediate 
benefit from the invigorating cordial. "Ay, ay," said Gour- 
ley, as I handed it back to him, " ye'U come roun' bye and 
bye ; Lord, man, ye glowred as if ye had seen a warlock a 
wee sin' ; faith a mouthfu' o' that might be excused to a 
teetotaller on a morning like this. Aa' hoo did ye like ye'r 
race up the hill this morning, Geordie !" he continued; "faith, 
there's mony a braw fallow that'll never turn up a wee finger 
again, that got up this morning as well as you or I." I told 
him of several men who were killed and wounded whom he 
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tneiv, and mentioned Billy Crawford. He said lie liad seen 
him ; that he had got his leg di^ssed, and had been conveyed 
along with some others of the wounded to Plan del Rio. 
Having displayed his provisions, which consisted of soms 
biscuit, and a few slices of fried beef, to which was added 
the luxury of a canteen of good water, I assisted my honest 
old friend to dispatch a most excellent breakfast, and having 
taken another mouthful of brandy, I felt like a new being. 
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CiLiPTER XVIII. 

Santa Anna's leg—Distribution of epirits— Colonel CMds— Interring 
the dand — March to Jnlapa. 

MounriNO the horses, we proceeded down the ravine -to a 
amaU rillage on the road to Jalapa, and about a mile from 
Cerro Gordo. This was the place where Santa Anna had his 
head-quarters for several days previous to the action. The 
Mexicans say he was the cause of their disgraceftil conduct 
on that occasion ; as he left precipitately an hour before the 
storming of Cerro Gordo, by his example so diacoura^ng 
the officers and men— that they soon after broke and ran, 
believing the battle lost— when they heard that he had gone. 
It was commonly said and believed by our men, that in his 
hurry to be off he had left his wooden leg behind, and that 
it was preserved and sent home to the States as a trophy. 
As Santa Anna wears a cork leg, I think it is probable that 
the wooden leg found there must have belonged to some less 
iDustrious personage. But the story was turned to good ac- 
count by several enterprising Yankees, who for some months 
after continued to exhibit veritable wooden legs of " Santa 
Anna " through the towns and cities of the States, with great 
success, making a pretty considerable sjieculation of it. A 
more important prize consisted of several chests, or boxes, 
containing upwards of a hundred thousand silver dollai^. 
One of the soldiers who first discovered it, had succeeded in 
breaking open one of the chests, and a few of the first comers 
had helped themselves to a pocketful, when an officer hap 
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pened to arrive, who put a stop to further proceedings, by 
placing it under a secure guard, and reporting the seizure to 
General Scott. 

On arriving at the village, we found it full of our infantry, 
our whole army nearly being drawn up "in cnluran, waiting 
tlie order to march. Tlie Mexican troops having left their 
provisions hehind, most of our men got some refreshment 
here, of which the poor fellows stood much in need, ■ But a 
number of the small shops in the village having been sup- 
pkdB with aquadiente, for (he purpose of retailing it to the 
soldiers of the Mexican army, there was a danger of our men 
getting drunk. To prevent this, the aquadiente was very 
properly ordered to he spilt, and I saw several barrels of it 
emptied upon the road, an ofBcor standing by to see it effec- 
tually done. We also passed some companies where the 
oiBcers were superintending the distribution of a portion of 
it, by seeing the sergeant serve the men with a glass of it in 
succession ; this was a most judicious proceeding, which I 
am sure the men would appreciate. If officers were more 
generally aware what a large return of popularity they might 
secure among their men by ministering to the wants and 
comfort of those under their chaige, I believe it would do 
much towards improving the condition of the army. 

But in spite of every precaution, a number of the men I 
could see had got their cantflens fiDed with the liquor, which 
had cost them nothing ; all the houses in the village 
being robbed of their supplies of provisions and liquor in a 
very short time A jolly fellow belong ng to an mf mtry 
regimfnt, came up to Gourle) ■ind me and ■isked it we 
woiid d nk the he'dth of Geneial S «tt, haning us his 
cantee wl cl was full ct iquaditnte We tT^ttl his hjuor, 
which was verj ficrj and unpalatable, when hi, (eiy gene- 
rously gave us a few tortillas, thin cakes made of Indian corn 
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ioeiil, and a piece of ciieese, of which commodities ho had a 
Iiavresae nearly full. He advised ua to dismount and have 
our canteens filled with tlie aquadiente, offering to show us 
where we could get it ; but not wishing to quit our horses, 
for fear of losing them in the crowd, and the liquor, to judge 
from the sjiecimen we had just tasted, not being very palata- 
ble, we declined his invitation. 

After leaving the viDage ind as we jassed on to the bot- 
tom of the hill of Cerro Gordo we found tl e road strewed 
with the muskets aad bayonets whi h the Mexicans had 
thrown away in their hasty retreat. These muskets were all 
. of British manufacture, and had the Tower mark on their 
Jocks; but they were old anlwom out having evidently 
been condemned as unserviceihle m the British araiy, and 
then sold to the Mexicans at a low j nee Undoubtedly they 
were good enough for soldiprs 1 ke the McMcans, who gene- 
rally throw them awky on th ir retieit, lut after examining 
a few of them I came to the conclusion that for efficient ser- 
vice one of our muskets was equal to at least three of them. 
Some thousands of these muskets were collected and de- 
stroyed, and the guns taken at the different forts were also 
buret and rendered unfit for use, by the men left behind for 
that pui-pose under the direction of an engineer officer. A 
great number of dead Mexicans, whose bodies had been col- 
lected for the purpose of interment, lay at the bottom of the . 
hill Among these we observed the body of a young and 
handsome though coarsely attired female, apparently not 
more than eighteen years of age. She had been the wife of 
one of the soldiers, and had stayed with him during the ac- 
tion. Perhaps they were newly married, and had been spend- 
ing tlieir honeymoon amid the horrid din of war. One 
could scarcely help wondering which among that group of 
ghastly corpses had been her husband. For among them he 
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mu t Lp ee li] sllet pctir J n flj ^ ha 

road to Jalaji and leiv Dg 1 1 iid the blt*i Dg i of 
h 3 J ornig jmd beaut f i) I le The ^^ ves of the JI i au 
Bol 1 e B a e n the ! ab t of folio v ng the army an 1 ha ng 
in the tat gue and dangers of a campa gn and there e e 
several of them im n^ the killed an 1 wo n led both at tl s 
and at s baej nt cng gcment'* I w^s toll of one no nan 
wLo as wo mded n the leg at th s, l^tti ho 1 play 1 a 
great leal of reluctance m allow ng o u g o to eia u ne 
and d e*^ t! e wound tho gh su 1 eti erne f 1 ngs o{ mo 
deaty Ian bound t a kno^vl i^e are ei «ed ^Ij rare 
among the women of tl c lowe cla. tea n Me co 

Leavm^ Gourl y at the bottom of the h 11 n th the horsc& 
I no V pro eel d to nfor n the adjutant that I had pe lorme 1 
my mission. I found him seated on the ground, with Colonel 
Childa and several of the offleers, and was proceeding to 
make my statement, when the colonel, interrupting me, ex- 
claimed, " But where are the horses ?" I told him I had' got 
instructions from the adjutant to leave tliem at the bottom 
of the hOl. The adjutant confirmed my statement, and ap- 
peared to think 1 had done very well ; hut still the colonel 
continued to mutter his dissatisfaction at my having obeyed 
the instructions too literally. I inwardly smiled at the un- 
reasonable humour of the colonel, but at times like the pre- 
sent, when human life seeips of about as much value as an 
old shoe, the humours of your big men seem mere trivialities ■ 
and luckily for my equanimity, just at that time, I felt a most 
sovereign contempt for the good or bad opinion of breatlung 
mortal, myself excepted. Besides hai-ing satisfactorily 
obeyed my instructions, I Lad made an escellent breakfast, 
and found my havresac. With those results I felt very 
well satisfied; and if the colonel was not pleased, why, he 
might whistle on his thumb. 



by Google 



^ About two or til e o lo k o e ment d te 1 fo 

join the main bodj of the a ny wh 1 ha 1 eee ved o de 
to proceed towards Jalipa. A cording to nstru t ons one 
company of our reg nent was left to ass st n tl e nt rm nt 
of the dead, and the dest uet o of the guns and a n un 
tion not considered reqms te fo the use ot our o vn ain 
Tho regiment then des *nde 1 the 1 11 of Ce o & rdo a d 
having taken its place n tl e colu nn we ere soon n ■» 1 ng 
along the highway to Jalapa A great quant ty f clotl ng 
abandoned by the Mex cans strewed the r ad and as ma y of 
our men had neither ^reatrcoat nor blanket, havmg lefb 
them in the baggage waggons at Plan del Rio, they eagerly 
appropriated those which the Mexicans had thrown away. 
But they soon discovered that they had made a most misera- 
ble prize few or none if these clothes being wholly free 
from a tormenting and disgusting species of vermin to which 
the Mexicans seem univei'^ally accustomed and reconciled. 
Most ot the men en discovering the condition of these 
clothes tl rew them awiy but a number retained possession 
of some of them , and h'om that penod until after we entered 
the city of Mexico, even those most scrupulously attentive 
to personal cleanliness could not wliolly divest tJiemselves 
from that most annoying and detestable of the plagues of 
I^pt. After entering the city, we wore supplied with new 
clothing, and being in tolerable quarters, and furnished with 
a plentiful supply of Boap and clean water, we succeeded 
after a time in eradicating the abominable pest "We only 
marched about eight miles that evening, bivouacking on the 
grass plats that stretched along on each side of the road. A 
small stream of clear water which the Mexicans had con- 
ducted a distance of ten miles, by cutting a channel for it 
along the edge of tie road, to supply the garrison at Cerro 
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Gordo, supplied our evening beverage, and as 
wiUi the excitement and fatigues of the day, ' 
folded in the arms of Morpheus. 



by Google 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Banta Anna's house— Aspect of the eountry—Tlia ladies of Jalapa— 
A Meiican funeral— Deseriptioa of the city— The priesthood—. 
Proeeaaiou of the Host — Paying ibe troopa. 

EoirsBD from our soimd slumbers by the bugle at daybreak 
next morning, we were soon on our march again for Jalapa. 
After matching a few miles we came to Encerro, the fayour- 
ite residence of Santa Anna, who owns a large and fertile 
tract in that neighbourhood. The house ia which he had 
formerly lived— called by our men Santa Anna's Hmse — 
is a latge plain building on the side of a hill, about a mile 
fi«m the road, and on the left hand going to Jalapa. Its 
situation is admirable, the view of the surrounding country 
being of tlie most delightful character, wooded mountains 
and grassy plain stretching away as far as the eye can reach. 
But water, that principal auxiliary to fine landscape scenery, 
it lacts in common with most Mexican scenery. True, a 
rivulet crosses the highway at Encerro about the size of a 
Scotch bum, which leaps and tumbles in a series of sparHing 
cascades down a romantic and deep rocky glen on the right 
hand ; but any rivulet or sheet of water large enough to give 
a tone to the extended Ifuidaeape, one may look for in vain 
in-that portion of the country that lies between Vera Cruz 
and the *lty of Mexico. 

We experienced no interruption from the Mexicans on onr 
march ; indeed it would have been strange if we had, con- 
sidering their contemptiWe defence of Cerro Gordo. Tha 
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appearan « of the couutiy aa we appro-icliLi witltin a few 
miles of Jalipa saempd one continuous g^ilen teeming 
with the nchest lu\utiance of tiopical vegetation The 
mountain of Orizaba, with ita daezhng white and clear cold 
Bummit jiLicmg the Hue c rulean seemel ^iithm a few 
miles of ui though in reality we Tkntv nbont twentv five 
miles distant This efiett wis produced hy the remarkalh 
purity and cleamess of the atmosphere ind the snn shining 
upon the snow witli whi h it is always covered Tlie ton a 
ot Jalapa is four thousand feet alovt, the le^el of the sea 
and is situatai on the sile of i lull It is embrace 1 by an 
amphitheatre ot wooded mountains, which rise immediately 
behind it to the height of several thousand feet ; but in front, 
looking towards Vera Cruz, there is an open view of the sea 
coast, and in fine clear weather tlie ships may be seen in the 
harbour at Vera Cruz with an ordinary spy-glass. 

As we entered Jalapa, the windows and balconies were 
crowded with females, white, yellow, and brown ; the youth- 
ful and fair portion of whom, we were quite willing to 
imagine, surveyed our appearance with sparkling glances of 
admiration and applause. As for the spiteful and vindictive 
looks of the old and the ugly, why that was perfectly natural. 
Old age and ugliness in Mexico are the firm allies of bigotry 
and superstition, and we were no favourites with holy mother 
churcli, who would willingly have consigned the whole tribe 
of heretico-Amerieanos to a far hotter climate tlian Mexico. 

We marched through some of the principal streets by a 
circuitous route to tlie barracks which the Mexican soldiers 
bad formerly occupied, a large substantial building, the 
apartments of which were excessively dirty. Several regi- 
ments of infantry, with the Riiles and 1st Artillery, were 
crowded into these quarters, which were too small to contain 
one half of them with anything like comfort: and at" night 
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many of the men broiiglit out their hlantets, and lay down 
on the cold paving stones in the open square, in preference 
to sleeping inside. Indeed, it was exceedingly disagreeable 
to sleep in these rooms, as they were utterly dark, and the 
floor being completely covered with men lying rolled up in 
their blankets, if one got up in the night time and tried to 
reach the door, he was sure to stumble over and awake some 
of his sleeping comrades. A number of the men who lay 
there had also recened slight woundi ^nd when mv p^r^im 
happened to touch one of them the curamg anj sweirmg 
that usuallj ensued, awoke all m the room But as we 
were now four thousand feet above the level of the -iea, 
having left the turra cahente it ie'ist a diy's match hehmd 
us this exposure to the coll and damp night air gave colds 
and other diseases to many of those who slept in the square, 
some of which terminated fatally. The volunteers were 
marched to a camp-ground about three miles from town, 
where in consequence of the heavy rains at night, which 
had then set in, and having no tents along with tliem, their 
condition was most deplorable. A great deal of sickness and 
mortality unmediately ensued among the volunteere— the 
natural and inevitable consequence of this unfortunate pre- 
dicament, which severely shook the hardiest of the half 
horse and half alligator breed, and made short work with 
those whose constitutions were of merely human organization. 
The desire of General Scott to conciliate the inhabitants of 
Jalapa,jvho, though (nendly to the Amencans, jet dreaded 
the presence of ahrge body of volunteers m the town, was 
the lause commonlj assigned for the anangement by 
which the volunteers were sert out to the tamp But I 
think a sufficiently obucus ciuse was the absence of build- 
mgs in Ihf town capable of containing both them and us , 
seeing which, I suspect, there coidd be little hesitation about 
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■whicK of tlie two partit-, it was proptr to oend away, and 
which, to retain as a garri«)n. A tew days atter our arrival, 
there was a proper airangement of the troops, and tLey 
were distributed to different parts ot t!ie town. Our regi- 
ment found quarters m a large building at the comer of the 
J^lasa Ifadonal. 

About a weet after our arrival I was sent, witli a party of 
men, to dig graves for six ot our onn deceased comi-ades, who 
liad died in consequence of wounds received in the late action 
at CerroGordo. In digging these graves we remarked, though 
we dug up a number of skulls and bones of the human skele- 
ton, that there was not afragment of a coffin visible. From tliis 
circumstance we inferred that the poorer elates, in this part 
of Mexico, dispense with coffins in burying their dead. This, 
I have since heard, is the ease, and the funeral of a Mexican 
child which we met shortly after we lefi the burj-ing-ground, 
tends to confirm the opinion. The corpse of the child was laid 
upon a board which a Mexican peasant carried in his hand. 
Its feet and hands were tied with ribbons, the hands joined 
over the breast, and pointing upwards in the attitude of prayer. 
Ita hair was interwoven with flowers, with which also the body 
was profusely decorated. The whole of the funeral party con- 
wsfed of the bearer and two women who accompanied him. 

Soon after our arrival in Jalapa the mortality among the 
troops increased to a frightM extent, and the obvious fact 
that all was not done, that under the circumstance could 
have been done,'for the comfort and alleviation of the suffer- 
ings of the sick, rendered the condition of the hospital a pain- 
ful subject of reflection to those whose constitutions had yet 
resisted the approach of disease. Some allowance must be 
made for the imperfect state of order inseparable from a cam- 
paign, but after ev^ry liberal deduction that charity can 
BU^cst, there will still remain a large amount of blame to 
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be awarded somewLere for the *tati, cf tl lugs then existing 
in the hospital at Jalapa. I passed through it several times, 
having been sent there on vaiious duties, and the scenes 
which I saw there gave me the most painful and shocking 
impressions of any which I observed during the whole cam- 
paign. Sick men, some of whom were wounded, and others 
wasted to skeletons witi diarrhtea, and in the last stage of 
illness, lay on a thin piec« of matting or a dirty doubled-up 
blanket, on the cold and hard brick floor. Many of them 
had on shirts which they had evidently worn for weeks, and 
I was told by some of the patients that nearly all of them 
were infested with vermin. Their diet was bread and cofiee, 
which few of them could eat ; indeed a more unsuitable diet 
could scarcely have been chosen. I should be sorry to 
attach blame to any pei'son in particular for this notoriously 
bad management, but I can scarce help thinking, tliat as a 
considerable sum of money had been seized at Cerro Gordo, 
a laige portion of it might have been very beneficially em- 
ployed in remedying these evils. At least clean and com- 
fortable bedding might have been furnished to the patients, 
who might also have had their linen washed. There was 
abundance of soap and water in Jalapa, and hundreds of poor 
women who would have been very glad of the employment. It 
seems strange that such an idea never su^jcsted itself to any 
person competent to have it carried into effect, I know that 
among the soldiers of our company, who discussed the matter 
frequently, the remedy always appeared as simple and easy 
of execution as desirable. 

The town of Jalapa, from which (by the by) the medicinal 
plant jalapa, which gi'ows extensivelj m that district, takes 
its name, is an exceedingly plcising sppfimen of i Mexican 
town. Besides the natural ad^ antages of the nch soil and 
fine climate of the neighbourhood, and its idmiriblj pictu 
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resque situation, tiiere is an a of 1 anl ness ndw t and 
comfort about the poorer class s of tli nl b t. t b th in 
their personal appearance and n that f tl hou a, ather 
unusual to see in Mexico. The h use, a m tl n tory, 
and at most two stories high, and th tl k alk bn It of 
stone, are nicely white-washed nt •i.t n be. t fully with 
the deep verdure of the luxuriant g fat on y h seen. 
Orchards, gardens, and green and hady Ian wh eep- 

ing vines trail their tendrils, bl as ms and fl we m wild 
and graceful profusion over th wall and f n es nt sp t all 
-parts of the town, except a fe t eet n the nt It is 
well supplied with good water, conducted from the neighbour- 
ing hills, and in every quarter of the town are commodious 
washing-sheds for the use of the public. These sheds are 
Bupported on stone pillai's, and have rather an ornamental 
appearance. Tulis are dispensed with in then; entirely ; a 
range of separate washing places, made of smooth tiles, and 
running the whole length of the building, supplying their 
place. All the linen of the town is washed at these places, 
no one ever thinking of washing at home, and there a num- 
ber of women and girla may be seen washing from morning 
till night, singing, cliatting, and laughing the while, as only 
cheerful health and industry can make people. Any person 
who thinks the Mexicans cannot be industrious should see- 
theae girls washing in Jalapa. 

A great many wealthy old Spanish families reside in Ma- 
pa, and the beauty of the smtontas (young ladies) of that 
pleasant little -town was generally admitted by the yonng 
Americans to equal at least, if not to surpass, the beauties of 
the States. Groups of these senoritas, from sixteen years of 
age and upwards, might be seen standing in the balconies 
that front their windows in the cool evenings, chatting, laugh- 
ing, and smoking the cigarito. The long, lustrous black hair 
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and clear rich brown of Iier complexion, tlie rogiiisli twinkle 
of her dark eyes, and in spite of her judulging in an ocwi- 
sional dgarito, the pearly hue of her admirable teeth, seen to 
excellent advanta^ as you listen to tlie silver tones of her 
delightful laugh, render the senorita of Mexico rather interestr 
ing. In fact, I believe the Mexican girl, or senorita, has the 
most musical laugh of any in the world. There is an abso- 
lute magic ia it, and I would defy an anctorite to hear it 
without feeling a sympathetic twitch of his risible organs, its 
pure heai-treasing mirth, and ringing melody, carrying all 
before it as triumphantly and irr^istibly as (he notes of the 
famous world-enchantress Jenny Lind. If we add to these, 
that peculiar Nora Creina-like ease and natural grace of mo- 
tion and gesture which distinguish the Mexican females, pro- 
JDably the result of their emancipation from Ihose ingenious 
matrumenta of female torture still in use among half-civilized 
nations, called corsets, it will be at once conceded that their 
claims to several of the attributes of beauty are by no means 
contemptible. 

The principal church stands at the comei of the Grande 
Plaza, and is a strange, quaint-looking, but massive and 
strong old building. It ia- a large church, and the interior is 
very richly and gaudily decorated, with the usual parapher- 
nalia of these churches, of which there are three or four more 
in the town. Mass is peribrmed in this principal one, and 
m one or two of the others every day. But it seems to be 
almost wholly for the benefit of females on working days, as 
I have frequently observed, when the congregation was cem- 
ing out, that there was scarcely a single man to be seen, and 
certainly not one in ten were of the male sex. 

The market is held in the Plaaa, a large open paved square 
in the centre of the town, every morning ; Sunday, as in all 
Mexican towns, being the principal market. It commence? 
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about six in the morning, and is usually over about three Of 
four in tlie afl«rQoon. Fruit and vegetables are the principal 
articles sold, and tliese are very cheap. Fowls and eggs were 
also tolerably clieap when we arrived ; a good fowl being sold 
for two reals, or a shilling, and a dozen of eggs for one real ; 
but a rapid rise in prices took place soon after the troops 
entered tlie town. The akalde, an honest old fellow, who, I 
dare say, never had heard of politipal economy, and the law 
of supply and demand, was perfectly shocked at the extortion 
practised on the soldiers by the vendors of commodities. 
He endeavoured to bring back the prices to what they were 
before our arrival, by publishing an edict fixing the price of 
articles ; but it was of no practical effect, as they easily found 
means to evade it. 

The number of priests one sees in the streets of this smaO 
town is astonishing. Many of them are Mexicans of the 
lower class, that is half Indian caste, and these are generally 
of most forbidding aspect, having the oblique, sinister eye, 
and " forehead villanous low," of the Indian, and a complexion 
tallowisL and singularly disagreeable. I could scarcely help 
iancj'ing sometimes, when I have, suddenly met one of these 
hooded monks, that there lurked a twinkle of the unholy fire 
from tliat " light of other days," the auto dafe, in the scowl 
which, he threw from under his beetle brow on the h&reliea 
Americano. Indeed I believe the majority of them would 
have considered a little religious roa=ting < inly a fair quid pro 
quo for the sound hasting the Americans were ^ving their 
countrymen, and which threatened serious damage to the 
monopoly of religion which the Virgin and her cowled and 
hooded ministry enjoyed in Mexico. 

Shortly after our arrival in Jalapa, General Scott, who waa 
anxious to place his army in winter quarters, as the rainy 
season was commencing, proceeded witli the main body of 
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tlie anny to Puebla, leaving Coloiiel ChUda, of our regiment, 
g()vertior of Jalapa, with a gandson of about a thousand effec- 
tive men, of which our regiment formed a part Tlie garri- 
son and sick left behind at Vera Cruz, the discharge of a 
regiment of volunteers whose tenn of service had expired, 
and the great iijimber of sick in hospital, witli the killed and 
wounded in the late aetion, had reduced our effective strength 
more thm half, and we were now a very insignificant force 
for active operations. But as the rainy season continues for 
two or three montlis at this period of the year, during which 
it wouki be folly to bring an anny into the field, we should 
have time to wait for reinforcements. 

Shortly atter our arrival at Jalapa, the secretary of war, 
under flie direction of the President, I suppose, sent instnic- 
tions to General Scott, to commence taking provisions and 
forage for the subsistence of his troops wherever he could 
find them, without paying for the same. This ttev called 
making the war support itself, and said it was the only way 
to make the Mexican people anxious to end it, by making 
them feel its burden. With these most stupid and atrocious 
instructions, acting with sound policy, as well as from 
motives of justice and humanity, General Scott in the most 
explicit and decided terms refused to comply He declared 
nh pi t th "^ tay that h m uH pay, or pledge 
tl d t f U e An n an G nn nt f very cent's 

t! I p du vih h th M ^ an h uld fiirnish the 
ay 11 n! h onmndThgd nsequences 
t tl I t ani h n u ab! 1 t w f It tl ughout the 
1 ]ui.nf pait of the campaign m the comparative ease 
with which we found supplies of all descriptions ; and to the 
mild and mitigated form which the war assumed under this 
system, as compared with that to which another course 
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would have kd, the speedy and fiiTourable conclusion of the 
war may he partly attributed. 

Colonel Cliilds, the governor of tlie town, with a liuw, I 
suppose, to conciliate the priesta and inhabitants of Jalapa, 
had consented to take a part in a procession of the host. 
This caused a good deal of grumbling among a regiment 
of Pennsylvania volunteers, who lay here at tlie time, and 
who were loud in their denunciations of his conduct, con- 
sidering it a complete compromise of the national honour. 
One evening a procession of the host going to the house of 
a sick grandee, a number of chanting friars and priests, 
drawling Latin hymns, and ringing bells, each with a thick 
wax candle, light^il, in his hand, and all bareheaded, and in 
black or white gowns, were seen issuing from the church 
door into the street. Tliere were about a hundred priests, 
and a number of boys in surjilicea, carrying pots of incense. 
In the midst of this procession, Colonel Ghilds, Captain 
Burke, and Lieutenants Brannan and Hoffman, of the first 
artillery,' made their appearance, dressed in full uniforms, 
each carrying a lighted wax taper in one hand and his cap 
in the other. The whole affair, as a matter of taste, was 
simply absurd ; as a matter of policy, questionable. One can 
hardly imagine tliat the Mexicans would be so easily gulled 
as to believe that the officers cared a farthing for the cere- 
monies they were engaged in. It was more probable that 
the parties most inimical to us would construe tlie desire to 
conciliate them into a distrust of our o*¥n resources, which 
might strengthen their presumption and resistance to the 
just demands of America. However, had the display been 
limited to an exhibition of himself, and the subordinates who 
attended him on the occasion, I believe no one would have 
thought it worth more than a passing laugh ; but nnfortu- 
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nately tliis was not the case. The officer commanding tlie 
main guard, had received ordere to have tie guard uuder 
anns, ana >n the approadi of Uie procession to t-ause them 
to present arms, and then kneel with their muskets in tha 
left hands, and their caps in the right, untU the procession 
lia<l passed. To tlie credit of the volunteers who formed 
about two thirds of the guard, they refused to obey this 
absurd order, which was luckily not insisted on, or the con- 
sequences might have been serious. As for the portion of the 
regular soldiers who were upon guard, they performed their 
part of the ceremony without hesitation, evidently consider- 
ing it a piece of foolish enough drill, and nothing more. 
The officer of the guard was a sensible fellow, and deserves" 
credit for not rigidly enforcing the oljedience of the volun- 
teei's, and indeed it is probable that he saw the absurdity 
and unconstitutional nature of the proceeding. But it was 
a great blunder for Colonel Childs to issue an order of such 
a nature, and had it led to serious consequences, as with a 
blundering headstrong officer on guard, it most likely would 
have done, he would have incuired a heavy responsibility. 

About the latter end of May, we received four months' 
pay. This had been very much wanted for some time ; and 
for the last montli especially, the men had grumbled loudly 
at the long delay of the paymaster. The long periods that 
elapsed between the payments of the army while in Mexico 
was a serious grievance, causing much suffering and dissatis- 
faction. Soldiers are Cic ed ^ly np ovid nt, an 1 many 
of them, indeed the far greatest n mber of tl em— s juander 
thyir pay, of which they eceiv t o mo tits it oi ce ma 
few days, or weeks at i rthest Soraet mes they are not 
paid for a period of four mo tl s as n the present nsta ce 
wl:en a private receives t venty fo 1 11a ab ut fie 
pounds. This produces a h t ■it rnali ce de 1 by 
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months of destitution, during ivLieli i soldier feels the want 
of a number of those little comforts and luxuries, which 
habit baa converted into necessaries, most acutely. Tobacco 
to those who ai'e habitual users of it, as nine tenths of the 
Boldiera are, or a glass of spirits when cold or wet in camp, 
or on a laaxch., and without the means of getting dried or 
warmed, these are not only harmless luxuries, but necessary 
restoratives in many cases. Such apparent trifles as these 
are essential to the comfort of most soldiers, and render 
endurable the thousand petty annoyances and discomforts 
of a life full of hardships; and for want of these, or the 
means of obtaining tliem, I have seen soldiers become gloomy, 
irritable, and even disobedient and mutinous. As a means 
of preventing these results, consequent on the payment of 
two or four months' pay at a time, an excellent remedy 
might be found in giving each soldier a small sum weeklj 
through the medium of his captain, which might be charged 
on the monthly pay roll. 
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Departure from Jalapa— Dewptei's— On the mnrch— Captain 
Walker— Pe rote— Tepe Agualoo— PueWa. 

About tte middle of June, a large reinforeoment under the 
(;ommand of General Cadwallader having arrived at Jalapa, 
according to the instructions which Colonel Childs had 
I'eceived, we had orders to prepare for a march to join the 
main body, then quartered ;n Puebla. The lieutenant who 
commanded the company to which I belonged, had, shortly 
befoi'e this, been promoted to a captaincy in another com- 
pany. ,We had got as our captain, when he left, a dashing ' 
sort of fellow called Oapt^n Magruder, who being particu- 
Isxlj distinguished for his skill in light artillery manceuvres, 
got charge of two twelve-ponnder guns ; our company wa». 
thus converted into horse artillery, and had ch^^ of a 
batterjT. We therefore gave our muskets into the charge of 
the ordnance department, and received in exchange about 
forty of the quai'termaster's best horses, for which a number 
of Mexican saddlers were^ immediately employed in altering 
and fitting harness, and in a few days we were fully equipped 
as mounted artillery. Our battery; which was principally 
got up for the purpose of being used on the march, as it was 
expected that the enemy would oppose ua at some of the 
mountain passes between Jalapa and Puebla, consisted of 
two twelve-pounder brass guns, and a small brass huwitzer. 
It having been General Scott's instmctious to evacuate 
Jalapa and join head-quarters at Puebla, with the next 
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reinforcement, all tlie sick who were able to bear the journey 
were to be conveyed in waggons to the castle of Perote. 
The authorities of Jalapa had humanely undertaken the 
care of those too ill to he removed, a charge which we after- 
wards learned they most faithfully and honourably fulfilled. 

On the 25th of June we commenced our march, but only 

proceeded to a plain called the Camp ground, where the 

volunteers lay before leaving for PuehJa. It is about three 

jniles out of the town on the road to Perote ; there we 

pitched our tents and encamped for the night. The train 

which arrived with Ciidwallader had brought our tents from 

Vera Cruz ; as it would have been impossible for an army 

to eiicanip on the table lands without tents, owing to the 

coldness of the nights. For some time before we left Jalapa 

the emissaries of the Mexican Government had been busy 

tampering with the soldiers of our army, holding out large 

promises of preferment and distinction to any of our men 

who would join their array, and giving them money and 

liquor as earnest of a future higher reward. Unfortunately 

for their dupes, they were only too successful, and a great 

m y t t y d heh d Th It was also partly 

d by th f 1 h d ty 1 duct of a num- 

b f th y fli t th Am service, who 

b ed th fh ty tly d wh w not sufficiently 

h k d hy th m fficera f th ce Out of tho 

p twlhlhl dte isetl more than an 

hth f t P y '"'i li t oighty strong 

t th t m I nn t y t t tn ss, but it was 

dm d dlthnkthUy probable, that 

th w h twee t i th ee h d i desertions from 

ywhl w ly tJlp 

Tig Iwh i^plw fie grassy plain, 

dart tmfp t taa capable of 
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affording accommodation for an army, being soveral miles 
in extent. Our guiis were placed in front of our tents at a 
convenient distance, and the pictet rope having been stretch- 
ed between the caissons extended for the "purpose, our hoises 
were fastened to it for the night. It rained a good deal, 
during the night as usual ; for during the rainy season in 
this part of Mexico a heavy fall of rain, often accompanied 
by thunder ajid lightning, usually takes place every after- 
noon or evening, ajid continues during the greater part of 
the nigtt, the mornings and fore paii of the day being 
invariably bright and clear. 

We were rouse.? by the bugle sounding the stable call in 
front of our tents at half-past three o'clock in the morning; 
I mean our company, for the remainder of the division did 
not get up for an hour and a half after that One of tha 
evils" of having horses on a march, is that you have to get 
up considerably earlier than the rest of the division, as you 
have to rub down your horees, take ihem to wat«r, and 
harness and feed them. But still there are advantages to 
be derived from them which more tiian coimferbalance any 
slight trouble they may occasion. Just imagine the differ- 
ence of getting yourself carried, in place of cariying a 
musket aqd knapsack, and Imiping along tired and foo^sore, 
after a long day's march, as an infantry soldier. In the 
evening, after a long day's march, while the infantry soldier 
feels every joint aching and can hardly drag his tired limbs 
round the camp, the soldier who has been riding all the day 
finds it a pleasant and relaxing exercise to rub down and 
curry his horse, ride him to water, and carry Mm his forage. 
Indeed, I believe it would take a great deal to tempt a man 
who knows tie difference of campaigning as a dragoon or 
light artillery-man, to change situation with a soldier belong- 
ing to an infantry regiment. But very few of our raon 
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(hoiiglitfcoth illiresaj iti 1 aa m ii j of il llk^PMutl n* 
aliout th maua^ mont ot h I'^s tl y tl ou^ht it i g U 
bore to have iiiything to do with them For my own j. irt 
T must confess that this waa the cine with myself at the 
tinn, I hal onlj been oa \ hor=e back two or tluce times 
in my hfe and t! at moie th'in twenty veare hef le the 
plain fict being that I tnew i much tbout a hor'^o a^ a 
hoi'se knew al ut me But one of our setg ants ^as s!--!. 
and I being the senior corpora! was tuini^hed with a tall 
grey ..hirger and compelled to tate his j-lace However 
my gallant giey-wis a very quirt soit of -immil and too 
generous to fate advantage ot mj ignorance in the noble 
art of horicmanship which I ha« not th^ lea'^t doubt his 
BsgaciouB penetiafion was not long m dibcovenng In fict 
I cjuld almost imagine sometimes tiom the peculiarly sly 
anl turn rou=i e-tpresaion of In-, eie a-= he obsenel my want 
of tact in the arrTOgement of 1 is furmtuie tbit he was 
indulging m an mward chuckle it my ■i\skwardne'« though 
too well miunered t, Ir^ak out mtj % lend horse laugh to 
mj face Still we got iloBg \ery well toiiether and lefnre 
the end of the march I lelt quite satisfied that I performed 
the various duties of a groom very much to his satisfaction. 
■ Our second day's march was nearly all up hill, and to 
drag our heavy guns and caissons was killing work for the 
poor horses. About two o'clock we reached a stream of 
water and a convenient camp ground, where we pitched our 
tents for the night ; strong pickets being sent out to guard 
against night surprise by the enemy. We had scarcely 
pitched our tents when the rain began to fall in torrents, and 
as we had to unharn^s and water our horses, and afterwards 
go to a barley field and cut a supply of forage for them, we 
were thoroughly drenched. A most providential discovery 
having been made of a large quantity of aqiwdiente in a 



by Google 



BEADTlPUl, ECESERY, 219 

distillery whicli stood in the immediate vicinity of the camp, 
General Cadwallader immediately ordered its distribution 
among the men, and each man received a gill of it This 
was an eicellent preventive to the bad effects of the cold and 
wet, and General CadwaOader was unanimously voted a 
Christian, The distillery also contained a large quantity of 
brown lump sugar, and several tons of it were carried off in 
our waggons. About two hundred pounds of jt were put 
into a barrel by a man belonging to our company, and thrown 
into one of our waggons ; our men were allowed to use as 
much of it as they pleased, and I believe many of them hurt 
themselves by using it immoderately. It continued to rain 
all night, but was dry before we got up to attend to our 
horses. The morning turned out very fine, and we had break- 
fast and were al! ready for inarching at six o'clock. 

We began our march between six and seven o'clock, and 
as an attack was threatened at the pass La Hoya which we 
were approaching, we moved slowly, halting half an hour or 
an hour occasionally, while a party of dragoons were sent 
forwai-d to reconnoitre. On these occasions we had leisure 
to admire some very fine scenery, one of these views I think 
the finest I have seen in Mexico. From the right of the 
road there is a deep green valley, which descends abruptly, 
stretching away a long distance, until bounded by a lofty 
and pei-pendieular wall of bare rock. From the edge of this 
rock and along its summit a large plain extends, cultivated 
in wheat and barley, and dotted with haciendas. On the 
plain and near the precipitous wall, we could see the spires 
and white buildings of a good-sized town. A river which 
flowed along the plain at the summit, passed near the town, 
and then fell dashing and sparkling over the sheer precipice 
into the deep gtmn valley beneath. Tlie whole was seen 
distinctly, and yet sufficiently distant to be taken in by the 
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eye at one view. It was truly a glorious sight, and tiough 
not so magnificent as the views in the neighbourhood of 
Puebla and Mexico, yet it was more pleasingly romantic, and 
just the sort of smiling scene calculated to make one wish he 
could pass the remainder of his days near it. 

We halted near evening at a camp ground, surrounded 
by a complete amphitheatre of hills. It was a fine level 
grassy bottom, with a clear stream at one end of it, and a 
large wooden trough in the centre, which had probably been 
erected by the Government for the Hse of cavalry on the 
march. It rained this evening as usual ; and as the enemy, 
several thousand strong, were known to be in the neighbour- 
hood, pickets had to cover all the adjacent heights to guard 
against a night surprise. These poor fellows, after marching 
all day, and so tired that they were incapable of keeping up 
the circulation of the blood by motion and exercise,, had to 
be out all night in the cold and wet, "We were now at an 
elevation of about 7000 feet above the level of th n a ly 

twice the height of Ben Lomond, the highest hill nfe la d 
and the nights were very cold. After aU, it i n w nd 
that the mortality is so great in an army during nj a gn 
when one considers the constant exposure to x n s f 
heat, cold, and fatigue, to which the soldier is subj ed and 
the hunger and thirst he has frequently to endure, or the bad 
quality of the food or water he is sometimes glad to use. It 
cleared up about the middle of the night, and when we rose 
in the morning there was hoar frost on the ground. 

We had the most dangerous part of the pass to go through, 
and we had orders to keep our slow matckes burning in the 
linstocks, and be ready for instant action. Our road for the 
first few miles was over an ascending tract of broken lava, 
presenting the most singularly irregular surface of a country 
imaginable. Or^ each side of the r-'ad huge masses of lava 
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stood at intervals like gigantic pillars. Between tliese, and 
covering the whole surfac* of the ground, broken lava was 
strewn, with a cnmibled sort of appearance, as if it had 
covered the ground in one vast sheet, and cracked into frag- 
ments by the process of cooKng. If lava ia contractile and 
expansive, like the metals, perhaps the intense heat of the 
sun by day and the cold frosts at night miglit partly account 
for the appearance of the crumbled portions. A great vari- 
ety of cactuses, which, like the eccentric and jolly Mark 
Tapley, of the Blue Dragon, never seem to come out so strong 
and vigorously as when struggling with difficulties of situa- 
tion, sprang up between the crevices of the roeks, and a few 
dwarf aloes aad stunted pines endeavoured to gain a footing 
here and there. A wild and rugged range of hills covered 
with pine trees, bounded the road on the left ; and in the 
hollows and ravines of these the enemy were supposed to be 
concealed, waiting a favourable moment for an attack- 
When wo had travelled about four or five miles, a small body 
of the enemy were discovered about half a mile off, on the 
side of the hill. The division was halted, and our guns being 
tmlimbered, and brought to bear on them, we fired several 
shots, when we could see their white dresses gliding among 
the green trees and bushes, in aJl directions, reminding ns of 
a flock of scared wild fowl. At some of the points which 
had the most suspicious appearance, and presented a good 
point of attack for an enemy bold enough to avail himself of 
the advantage, companies were sent out as skirmishers, but 
the enemy kept cautiously out of sight. 

About ten o'clock we met Captain Walker and his dra- 
goons. He had received information that a force had been 
collected with the design of attacking us, and had come out 
from Perote to our assistance. He left Perote on the pre- 
ceding evening, and being conducted by a Mexican spy to a 
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place where a large boJj- of the enemy were assembled, he 
routed them in the utmost confusion, hit dragoons cutting 
down a great many with their sabres. We arrived at a vil- 
la^ a little beyond the pass, about seven miles from Perote, 
which was said to belong to Canales, a Mexican general, 
tnoAvn to be a most bitter enemy of the Americans, ■ The 
village was completely deserted by its inhabitants, and as 
they were considered to foim part of the guerilla force 
assembled to oppose us, it was set on fire and burned to the 
ground. 

Captain Walker and his dw^ons were much feared and 
hated by the Mexicans in the neighbourhood of Perote. 
They had tlie duty assigned them of hunting out and routing 
the bands of guerillas who infested that neighbourhood, and 
as might be expected from troops on a service of that nature, 
were said to commit actions at times that would scarcely 
bear a strict examination. It is reported that Captain- 
Walker frequently told bia men that he wished them to 
bring in no prisoners ; the inference which his men were cer- 
tain to draw from this hint may be easily conceived. But 
one of the great evils of guerilla warfare is, that it necessa- 
rily, by the pi-ocess of retaliation which it induces, ends in a 
dishonourable and savage system of inhuman butchery and 
fiendish assassination. Captain Walker, a Texan, with his 
father and two brothers, had been taken piisoners by the 
Mexicans in some foray which they had made on the Mexi- 
can frontiers, a few years before the breaking out of tlie pre- 
sent war. With a large body of American prisoners taken 
at the same time, they were confined in the dungeons of the 
castle of Perote, where a number of tliem soon died of the 
bad treatment they received. A proportion of their number 
were ordered by tlie Mexican Government to be shot, the 
victims being indicaed by drawing lots. Capt^ain Walkef's 
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fath'^r and brother were among thoso sltot on the occasion, 
and it is said that he then resolved to pursue the Mexia'uis 
with relentless revenge on every practicable opportunity. 
He obtained his release some time after, with the remaining 
prisoners, and on the breaking out of the present war, having 
obtained the command of a body of volunteer dragoons, 
raised in Texas, and called Texan Eangera, he returned to 
fulfil his resolution, and pour out the vials of his wiath on 
the wretched peasantry. He was killed at a battle fought 
at a place called Huamantla, near Puebia, about four or five 
months after this. 

From the pass Los Tigaa, the country begins to exhibit 
Mgns of cultivation, and we soon reached an extensive plain 
where we had a view of the town and castle of Perote. 
Large fields of barley and wheat, then ripe and yellow, ex- 
tended for miles over the plain, with not a sign of an enclo- 
sure or a division, and the rugged hitls on the left were cul- 
tivated, in some parts, half way up their sloping sides. The 
insidated mountain of Pizarro, a vast mass of rock, termi- 
nating in a lofty cone, rises in the plain, about a distance of 
eight miles behind Perote ; on the left, in the distance, stand 
the volcanoes covered with snow, and in front of them a long 
line of craggy mountains. We passed on the side of tlie 
road a few miserable villages of mud hovels, the abodes of the 
wretched peons who cultivated the rich fields we were pass- 
ing through ; also several haciendas, the residences of the 
proprietor or manager of the estate, and were soon in the 
suburbs of Perote. The maguey makes its first appearance 
here, where it is used for fences, and from Perofe to the city 
of Mexico, it constitutes a prominent feature in the landscape. 
This is the gigantic Ameriam aloe, from which the beverage 
calM pulque is exii'acted, of which all Mexicans are so fond. 

We fiii'iimjied on (he plains in front of Ihe castle, which 
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is situated diout a mile from the town tif Pcroto. Tliis 
strong garrison was taken possession of hj General North, 
who followed the Mexitana in tlieir reti'sat after tlie battle of 
Oerro Gordo, afibrding them no time to garrison or prevision 
it for resistance. Tlie town of Perote, one woB]d natuTally 
imagine, should have exhibited some symptoms of the pros- 
perity which reigned so delighlfuUy in tie fraitfol abundance 
of the surrounding landscape. But I believe I never saw a 
more melancholy and decayed town in any part of the coun- 
try, which is saying a gi'eat deal. Nearly a third of the 
houses, which are nearly all built of mud, were roofless and 
in ruins, and the miserable inhabitants seemed .to have in 
extreme degi'ee the shiveiing, starved, and apathetic look of 
cheerless, indolent misery that characterises the Indian pea- 
santry between Vera Crui and the capital. The men haunted 
the silent and ruinous atieeta with their melancholy visage^ 
and wrapped in their dingy blankets, looking like spectres 
of famine ; no emploj ment, or any appearance of it, nothing 
but dirt, indylenci, hunger, and utter Mexican wretchedness, 
in the midst of scenes of tmiling plenty. 

We stayed in Perote two days, during which we had „ 
number of our horses shod, and on the 29th we resumed our 
march. For some distance after leaving the town of Perote, 
our road lay through fields of wheat and barley, and occa- 
sionally a large field of beans, a great article of food in Mex- 
ico. But the same wretchedness of appearance distinguished . 
the huts of the peasantry, and the mm, women, and children 
Whom we saw in tlieir vicinity, that we had remarked in the 
same objects for the few previous days. As we neared the 
mountain of Pizarro we left "the cultivated part of the plain. 
The road winds round tlie base of this volcanic mountain for 
a considerable distance, and on a near view on the highest peak 
of the rock a large wooden cross is visible. By the by, ii 



by Google 



travelling between Vera Cruz and the capital, one every now 
and tlien observes a Email wooden cross erected by tlie road 
side, wreatlis of withered flowers hanging on some of them. 
These, we were fold, had been erected to indicate the spot 
where tlie dead body or bodies of murdered travellera had 
been recently found, and buried, and the frequency of their 
appearance said volumes on the insecurity of human life 
while travelling on that route. A peasant, on passing these 
crosses, if a man, takes off his hat, and if a woman, slie 
drops a curtsey ; I have frequently seen tJiem kneeling and 
saying prayers in front of tliem. ~ As we circled round lie 
base of the mountain, we saw the mira(;e — that singular na- 
tural phenomenon which one reads of in books of travel, and 
which I had somehow always supposed was confined to tho 
sandy plains of Africa. I was prepared to look for it here, 
however, having been told by one of my comrades, as wo 
came along, who had been reading in a boot of Mexican 
travels an account of its being always seen in the plain be- 
yond the Piaarro on a clear day. But so perfect was tho 
optical illusion, that reason could scarcely prevail against tho 
seeming evidence of sense. It appeared, at the distance of 
three or four miles, to be an extensive lake distinctly set in 
the plaia, and reaching to the base of a range of hills, whose 
dark masses were distinctly seen inverted m the ck^r mirror. 
As we approa<;hed, however, the lake nas graJuilly con- 
verted info a large sandy plain, over whith the rd-^s tf light 
trembled with undulous motion through the high!> rarified 
atmosphere. At length we reached Tepe Aguako, i town 
of mud houses, near a range of dismal, dark, and rugged 
mountains, bare to their summits, halfway up one of which 
was seen a quaint-looking old church. A few stra^ling 
fences of the maguey were the only ornament in the village, 
Tyhich contained three large mesons, or inns. 
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These mesons are so nearly alike in their accommodations 
for travellers in all the towns and villages on the road &ora 
Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico, with the exceptions of 
Jalapa and Puehia, tliat one description may BufSce for all. 
They are visually built in the tbrm of a large square, the 
buildings being one story high. The front of the square, 
through tlie centre of which there is a wide entrance, care- 
fully closed at night by a large gate, contains the domestic 
establishment of ie proprietor, with his offices and kitchens. 
The furthest end of the square is a range of steds furnished 
with stalls and feeding troughs for an unlimited number of 
quadrupeds, and the sides of the square are ranges of small 
unventilat«d apartments, about six feet by fen, with a door 
in the centre, but no windows. Into one of these cells the 
traveller and his luggage are stowed ; he makes his bed, if he 
IS so fortunate as to possess the means of doing so, on the 
floor, never very clean, but whicli he may sweep if he can 
find a brDom on the premises An air of the most perfect 
contempt fur the \ rtue ot cleanhnees pervades every corner 
of the estatlishment, nnd the bdl ot fare is usually limited 
to a very few s mple ii hes •unoniT which torlillas and Jri- 
jole^ maize rakes inl beins stewed in lard, form promi- 
nent items In short the pcraon pui posing to visit Mexico 
■who IS not prepare i for being robbed on the highway by 
ban litt or is nice m the article of diet, or not impervious to 
the attacks of fleas and other unmentionable vermin, would 
be wise either to lay up a considerable share of stoical en- 
durance, and resolve to submit heroically to the force of 
circumstances, or altogether abandon the rash purpose. 

We remained in Tepe Agualco two days, as General Cad- 
wallader wished to allow a reinforcement of troops under 
General Pierce, who were only two or three days' march in 
rear of us, to come tip with our division. Pulque is one of 
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the principal products of Tepe Agualco, and three or four old 
women were seated in front of one of the mesons, each with 
a. pitcher of that liquor and an earthen jug, which held nearly 
a pint, aad which they sold for dos clacos, about tliree cents. 
I drank a jug full of it, and although the first time I had 
tasted it, relished it very much. It produced tie same sort 
of exhilarating effect as an equal quantity of moderately 
strong ale. 

On the 1st of July we commenced our march over aa 
estensive plain, uncultivated, except an occasional patch of 
beans or barley along the edge, at the bottom of mountains 
which bound it The plains here arc covered with short 
grass, and a variety of flowering and sweet-scented herbs, 
and in the morning when we began our march the air was 
deliciously perfumed with the odour they diffused as we trod 
on them. In the neighbourhood of Tepe Agualco the plain 
is covered with pumice stones. These some inventive 
genius conceived the idea of converting into tobacco pipes, 
by cutting the soft stone into the shape of a bow), and 
sticting a reed or hollow Uibe into it. Our supply of pipes 
had Income quite exhausted, and none could be procured, 
as the Mexicans never use anything but the cigarito or puro 
in smoking. Necessity suggestfld the pumic* stone, wliich 
answered the purpose so well that one-half of the men might 
be seen smoking them in the course of a day or two after 
the first one had been seen. I may remark for the benetit 
of the reader tliat a puro means a cigar, and a eigaHto is 
only a small quantity of finely-cut tobacco rolled up in a 
paper about a couple of incliea long, and the thickness of a 
very fine qniil. One pure or cigar contidns as much tobacco 
and will cost as much money as twenty cigaritos. You 
may have a bundle of cigaritos containing from fifty to a 
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Imudred for une medio (six centa), but you cau only pur- 
chase two or three puros for the sa,ne sum. 

The plains, er table lands, tierra templada, commence a 
few miles from Perote, and this plateau continues to a con- 
siderable distance beyond Puebla, where a Jii^ range of 
mountains divides it from the vaUey of Mexico. Those 
plains, which are perfectiy level, and on which there is not a 
single ti'ee, ditch, fence, or habitation, or a shrub higher than 
a man's knee, present a desolate and deserted appearance. 
They are everywhere bounded by mountains, and vary in 
width from thirty or forty to eight or ten miles, where they 
are narrowed by the spurs of opposite mountain ranges. 
The villages or haciendas are built in retired noots behind 
the skirt of the hills which bound tliem, and any partial 
cultivation visible from Perot* t» Nopaluco, a distance of 
between forty and fifty miles, is a alight patch at the foot 
of the mountains. There are a few exceptions to tliis general 
desoi-iption, and roimd Peiote, Nopaluco, Amazook, Puebla, 
and San Martin, there are portions of the soil tolerably well 
cultivated. But those eo*er a small portion of the ikrra 
templada, and I think there la not a twentieth part of the 
available surface of the country under cnltivation between 
Vera Cruz and the city of Mexico that would be in a short 
period if the country was possps'ied by a more active and 
vigorous race. After a march of about fifteen miles we 
arrived and encamped at a place called Ojo de Agua (the 
Eye of Water) ; a spring which gushes out from a rock in 
the side of a hill here gives the name to the place. It is a 
shallow, insignificant stream at its source, but it gradually 
widens, and about a quarter of a mile from the spring my 
<iomrade Nutt and I found it wide enough lo bathe in. 

On the fifth and sixth we remaiivd in the vicinity ©f Ojo 
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de Affua to enable General Pierce's divisioa to overt;ite 
ours before we undertook to pass the Pinol, a dangerous 
pass, about eighteen or twenty miles further on. On the 
morning of the seventh we' again resumed our march, and 
about ten o'clock we arrived at Nopaluco, where we halted 
to procure water and such refreshments as the place afforded. 
A quantity of fruit and other edibles speedily made their 
appearance in the market, and I breakfasted' luxuriously on 
fresh bread, delicious ri^w bananas, and chocolate, for une 
real, (twelve and a half cents.) Nopaluco is built of adobe 
or unburnt brick, and is finely situated on a gentle rise. 
'3ie land for several miles round is tolerably well cultivated 
in wheat, -barley, Indian com, and the agave. About three 
o'clock we reached the edge of the pass, where we encamped 
for the night. 

On the morning of the eightJi, General Pierce's division 
joined, having been encamped a short distance behind ours 
on the previous night. A strong body of skirmishers were 
sent up to explore the woods, crowning the precipitous clifls 
which overhung our road for several miles, and on the edge 
of which cliffs the enemy had poised huge masses of rock 
ready to tumble on our approach, but no trace of an enemy 
could be discovered. After all tJieir preparations &.6y had 
very prudently given up the attempt, and we passed the 
Pino! without hearing a shot fired. Aft^r learing this pass, 
our road for a few miles passed over what seemed the bed 
of a mountain toiTcnt, it was so torn up and furrowed by 
the heavy rains ; a considerable tract of loose sand, inter- 
spersed with large masses of porphyry, succeeded, until we 
arrived near Amazook, where the country is very well culti- 
vated. Like all the small Mexican towns on this road, 
Amazook consists of a collection of adobe and mud buiU- 
ings, with the esception of a few of tlie principal houses it 
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the Pla7^, where there is also a very hsTidsoiiie chiirdi. The 
principal feature in every little town and village in Mexico is 
the church. It is always quaint-looting and picturesque, 
and invariably beside the Plazii, It is not customary to 
have the burial-groun,da adjacent to the churches in Mexico. 
In spite of the dirt, slovenliness, and misery which seem to 
envelope the population and their wretched-looking habita- 
tions, the towns and villages of Mexico have 'always a 
remarkably picturesque appearance. I believe a good deal 
of tliis effect is produced by the remarkable parity of the 
atmosphere, and their quaint old churches, with their exterior 
carved and painted decorations. The Plaza, being the 
market-place, is usually a large open space, giving effect to 
the view of the church, and it mostly contains a fountain of 
water in its centre, and has a row of trees around it, wliieh 
also adds to the general effect. 

On the ninth we marched through a tolerably well-cul- 
tivated tract of country to Puebla. As we approached 
within five or six miles of the city we enjoyed one of the 
finest views of a City at a distance that I have ever seen. 
The lofty snow mountains of Popocatepetl and Iztaccihuatl, 
with their broad and heavy-looking dark bases, and their 
dazzlingly bright pyramidal summits, rose in the background. 
In front, on the side of a gently rising and de!%hifully 
wooded hill, sat Puebla, every outline of its numerous spires 
and churches seen through the highly-rarified and transpar- 
ent atmosphere as distinctly as the lines of a highly-finished 
engraving. On arriving at Puebla our company, on account 
of requiring accommodation for (he horses, were comfortably 
quai'tered in a large meson, where we remained until the 
army marched on the capital. 
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CHAPTEE XXI. 

Pueb-i — Convonte and public buildings — Neivepapor geiierals — An 
Indiiui city — Saa Mnrtin— VoUej of Meiioo. 

PuEBLA is distant from the city of Mexico 03 miles, and from 
Vera Cruz 186 miles ; the distance from Vera Gmz to the city 
of Mexico by the road being 279 miles, though in a direct 
line, I believe, it is not more than 150. Tlie Spaniards have 
a proverb, "Puebla the first heaven, Mexico the second," and 
I believe there can be no question as to tlte superiority of 
the site on which Puebla is buUt as regards its salubrity and 
healthiness. The situation of Puebla does credit to the tastfl 
and judgment of the Spaniards; this being one of the few 
cities founded by them in Mexico, the others being princi- 
pally on the foundations of Indian towns and cities. It is 
built on the side of a beautifully wooded hill, and its streets, 
though not very wide, are well paved, and have good side 
walks of flagstone. Tfie houses are mostly two stories high, 
some of them being gaudily, some fantastically, and others 
tavitefully, ornamented with painting and carving. Many of 
them have the entire front inlaid with painted and glazed 
tiles, and the whole produces a sort of bizarre, yet rich and 
pleasing effect. One of the suburbs contains a fine public 
garden called the Alameda. ; it is more than a mile in circum- 
ference, adorned with fountains, jets iPeau, and statues, and 
is very neatly kept in order, and tastefully ornamented with 
flowering shrubs and trees. The houses are all built of stone, 
and large and commodious, and but a small portion of their 
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number would seem to denote poverty ; yet tlur city swanns 
with squalid beggars, clothed in rags and exposing their dis- 
eases and detbrmities. ' There are several cotton factories 
in operation in Puebla when things are in a peaceable state, 
and a number of Englishmen are employed in them at high 
wages, superintending and instructing the natives there em- 
ployed. But the war had stopped all the machinery, and 
soMe thousands of the inhabitants of Puebla, thrown out of 
employment, were suffering great privation, both from that 
circumstance and tlie rise in the price of commodities, 
caused by the presence of such a large body of our army. 
The goods made in Puebla are very dear, and of coarse 
qualities, and only for the enormous duties levied on foreign 
goods, these cotton factories could not be carried on at all. 
The new tariff by which American goods were admitted at 
an almost nominal duty, had caused the stoppage of all the 
manuiaoturing machinery in Mexico. 

There are said to be more than a hundred domes and 
spires in this city, which has a population of 80,000. It 
abounds in convents, and each of these distributes daily an 
allowance of provisions at the convent door, without money 
and without price, or even the formality of a ticket from a mem- 
ber of the mendicity society ; a discriminating charity being no 
part of the policy of the Church of Rome, one of whose delibe- 
rate aims seems to be the fostering of ignorance and poverty. 
To endeavour to unfetter agricultural, manufacturing, and 
commercial industry, and to have the accursed laws of peon- 
age abolished, so that the people might gradually emerge 
from this miserable serfdom to a more elevated and self- 
dependent state, would scarcely suit the views of that Church. 
I believe the jealous system of Spain in disc* utaging com- 
merce and free intercourse between her possessions and those 
of other countries, was dictated by the Church of Rome, 
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afraid of the dangerous activity of laiud wliich c 
manufactures must inevitably produce. Every slvaiuyer whc 
risite Mexico, and does not wilftilly sliut his eyes to the fact, 
must perceive the culimbility. of the clergy in causing and 
perpetuating the present condition of affairs. They seem 
to have cared about nothing but the endowment of churches, 
ornamenting of shrines, and all the childish mummery of 
their pageantry. Under the present system of religious -in- 
tolerance which prevails in Mexico, it cannot be expected that 
the country will become progressive or posperous. And if 
aaything can reconcile one to the injustice of carrying the 
war into the interior of Mexico, it would be the benefit that 
might possibly result, by showing the Mexicans the gi'ievous 
inferiority of vigorous action which the deadening influence 
of tiiis system has produced. 

The convents and pubHe buildings in Puebla afforded 
ample accommodation to our army, but few of our men 
seemed to enjoy robust health. The sick list and the hospi- 
tals were fnl! to overcrowding, and one-half of those doing 
duty, wasted with dian'hcea, looked Jike skeletons or mum- 
mies ; the hardships and privations of the previous part of 
the campaign, telling more or less severely on nearly all, and 
one could not walk far through the streets of Puebla without 
hearing the mournful strains of the soldier's funeral proces- 
sion. At Perote too, where a large number of sick Jiad been 
left, the castle having been converted into a dep6t, the sick 
died at the average rate of twelve a-day for a series of 
months. These were interred without any military formali- 
ties, or even the usual burial service ; being wrapped in the 
blankets in which they died, they were cmed out and 
thrown into pits dug for the purpose daily outside of the 
garrison. I suffered a good deal for several months with the 
prevalent complaint, but like a great many others continued 
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to do diiiy wken not very able, being determined not io give 
in if possible. I derived considerable- benefit from the use 
of pulque and aqiiadiente, and at other times from opium, a 
small piece of wbiob I carried in a box in my pocket during 
the campaign, frequently taking a few grains of it before 
going to sleep at night. 

The rainy season was now nearly over, and all attempts at ne- 
gotiation with the enemy, who it was now known had fortified 
the approaches to the capital, having failed, General Scott 
bdng ready for the field about the beginning of August, 
decided on moving towards the city of Mexico. Accordingly 
on the 6th of August the first division marched under the 
command of Geueral Wortli, on the 8th, the second division 
under the command of General Twiggs, and the third iioder 
General Pillow on the 9th. The company to which I be- 
longed had turned in the two 12-ponnders which we brought 
up from Jalapa, and had got instead a light battery consist- 
ing of two 6-pounder field pieces, and two 12-pounder howit- 
zers. We now belonged to General Pillow's division. Tho 
whole etfective strength of our army, which was subdivided 
into three nearly equal divisions, consisted of about ten tliou- 
sand men, including cavahy and artiilery. Of cavalry, we 
had about a thousand, three troops of Hght artillery, one 
heavy field battery, and a siege train consisting of a few large 
mortars and guns. 

On the morning of the 9th of August, on leaving Puebla, 
we passed through a partially cultivated tract for a considera- 
ble distance. About six miles from Puebla we passed, two 
or three miles off, oit the left side of the road, the ruins of 
Cholula, an Indian city, which the Spaniards destroyed on 
taking possession of the country. A pyramid erected before 
the arrival of Cortez is still standing, and we could see it 
distinctly from the road. It was covered with shrubs, and 
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presented the appearance of a natural hill, with a neat church 
on the top of it. Its height is Ba,id to be a hundred and 
Bixty-two feet, and each side of its bass 1300 feet. It is 
built of unhurnt bricks and clay, and contains cavities in- 
tended for sepulchres. There ate about 6000 inhabitants in 
Cholula, and they still laanufactme a description of earthen- 
ware for which they were famous in the time of Cortez. We 
met some of these Indians carrying immense loads of tJiis 
earthenware to Puehla lor sale. It is surprising what heavy 
loads they carry on their hacta for a long distance to market. 
I have frequently seen them brining a load weighing at 
least a hundred pounds into the city of Mexico, which I was 
assured they had brought on their backs from the mountain 
eight or ten miles off. They support the burden behind by 
a strap which passes across their forehead, and carry a stick 
with which the^ prop it when they are tired. 

We encamped about twelve miles from Puebla on a mea- 
dow by the roadside, where there was a pond of indifferent 
water. But San Martin was twelve miles further and there 
was no other place nearer, and as the next stage between San 
Martin and Rio Frio was twenty-four miiea, and difflcnlt for 
the horses, being mostly up hill, it was necessary they should 
be fresh for that day's march. San Martin, which we made 
our second day's stage, is a small town containing a church 
and convent, and surrounded by a tract of fertile and well- 
cultivated land. We left San Martin early on the morning 
of the thiid day's march, and after passing through a tract 
of country covered with loose stones of porphyry, and 
sprinkled with pines and cedai's, began to ascend the hills 
that separate the valley of Puehla from that of Mexico. 
After marching about the half of onr day's jouniey we 
arrived at a well-built stone bridge thrown over a deep pre- 
cipitous gorge, with a stream of good water in a rocky 
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channel at t!ie boftom. A littJc way up the hill ou Ihc othci 
side of the bridge, we lialtixl at a mesmi, and here iny toin- 
ra<Ie Bill Niitt and myself, with several other fortunate indi- 
viduals, were in time to procure some fresh bread, sausages, 
and a drop of aquadiente. Our road for the remaindei' of 
the day's niareh was up hill, rough, and through a thick 
wood of pines. After travelling up hill for two or three 
Lours, we began to descend into the valley of the Rio Frio 
(Cold Itiver). The enemy we conld see had made somo 
preparations for defending the pass by foniiing breastworks 
of felled trees at various 2>arts of it ; but they Lad afterwards 
abandoned the idea, being resolved, we supposed, to concen- 
trate their forces in defending the near approaches to the 
city. Descending into the vaOey we passed Bio Frio, an 
insignificant stream, which runs across the road, and which 
deserves its name, as it is nearly as cold as ice. It comes 
down from the snow mountains and is shaded from the hot 
rays of the sun \iy tie fine woods through which it passes. 
We encamped on a fine grassy plain a little beyond it. Wo 
began our march early next morning, and kept winding 
round hills covered with thick woods of pines, and carpeted 
with a variety of wild flowers, until about eleven o'clock, 
when we reached a meson on the summit of the mountain, 
and obtained a view of the far-famed Talley of Mexico. 

Description is tame when one tries to convey the impres- 
sion which this scene usually makes on all who see it for 
the first time. It is certainly the most magnificent vi^ew in 
Mexico; perhaps, of" the peculiar description, the first in the 
world. At an elevation of about 3000 feet, the spectator 
s«es, as if spread at his feet lite a map, the wht le of the valley 
of Mexico, its circumference, at the base of the mountBois 
which form the sides of the mighty hasin, Ixdng 120 miles, 
and at the creet of the mountains 200 miles. The whoU 
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of the plain, from the liBiglit on which the spectator stands, 
is distinctly taken in at one view, and the most miniita details 
are distinctly defined and delineated, owing to the remarka- 
ble transparency and purity of tie atmosphere. The towers 
and spires of the city of Mexico, twenty-five miles distant, 
are distinctly seen peering out from the foliage and trees ; 
almost the only part of the valley where trees are to be seen, 
by the by, ia that round the city. The "remainder of the 
valley presents the unifoim appearance of a lai^ green 
plain, dotted with white chm'ches, spires, and haciendas, and 
containing several large sheets of water, the remains of the 
lakes which are said to have once nearly covered the whole 
valley. Several small insulated mountains may aiso be dis- 
tinctly discerned, the only large objects that rise on the sniv 
face of the vast unbroken green plain. The mountains of 



Pocopocatepetl, and Iztaccipuatl, 



ts brother .giant, rise about 



twenty miles to the left, and tower to a height of 7000 feet 
higher than where the spectator is standing, though owing 
to the bright atmosphere and the sun shining on the snow, 
it seems only two or three milefl distant. The whole of this 
beautiful valley is hemmed in by a circle of stupendous, 
mgged and dark mountains, the rough but sublime set- 
ting of natuie to one .of her most inimitable pictures, and 
forming a most perfect combination of the sublime and 
beautiful. 

Seen from that elevation, the valley of Mexico is a most 
glorious and magnificent sight, but "'tis distance lenda 
enchantment to the view," and as we descend into it, its 
beauties vanish. The lakes become marshes, the fields' are 
not cultivated, the villages are mud, and the inhabitants 
wretched-looking Indian peons, in rags and squalid misery. 
We encamped outside of a small town, called Chalco, on 
the lake of that name, and near the left edge of the valley 
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On descending the hiil, where we lay two days, General 
Scott in the meantime having reG<.nnoitred the enemy's forti- 
fications at the Peaon, decided on trying if another way 
could not be found to reach the city. Colonel Duncan hav- 
ing satisfied General Scott that a road for artillery could ha 
cut ii-om Chalco to Augustine, General North's division 
moved in that direction on the 15th, followed by Twiggs's 
and Pillow's, We marched by short day's stages over a 
terribly bad road, and on the 18th we arrived at Augustine, 
within a few miles of the enemy's position. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

San Augnstine— Reeonnoissanc«— Guard-Iiotise lumries—A 
eoiiyivial party—An unespeeted intaruption, 

On arriving at San Augustine we eneamped in the main 
plasa, strot<;hing our picket ropes across tho trees that 
surrounded it, to which wo fastened out horses by the 
haltei's, but without taMng off their harness until further 
orders, A large force of the enemy had left San Augustine 
shortly before we arrived ; they had some intention of mak- 
uig a stand, and opposing our entrance to the village, it was 
said, but their courage had gradually oozed out as we 
approached over the adjacent plain. San Augustine is a 
neat little town, with a fine old church, and a large p^aza 
well ornamented and shaded with trees. But it had a very 
deserted appearance, most of the inhabitants having left in 
consequence of the anticipated battle to be fought there, or 
in the vicinity. Only a few had stayed in charge of goods 
and such property as they had been unable to remove easily. 
This was the first place in which I had seen apples since I 
came to Mexico, several Indian women being here with 
baskets of them, ripe, mellow, and delicious. As these poor 
people eagerly exchanged them for biscuits, a rapid transfer of 
the contents of the soldiers' havreaacs and their baskets speed- 
ily took place, to the mutual satisfaction of the parties, I ate 
a couple of them, and I do not think I ever relished an apple 
so much before or since, which is not much to bo wondered 
; the beat and thirst of the few days' march 
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preceding. Tkes aiJflLs wtri. mij abunjant m the ne^li 
bourhood of Sia Au^stme wliere I saw some ot the finest 
orctarda I hivp ever seen , our men suffenng a good deal 
from heat and thirst, were sometimes tempted to indulge in 
them to an injurious exce^ Indeed our surgeon;, gpneially 
blamed the excessive u'« ot Iruit as a pniicip il cause of the 
mortality of the troops durmg the whole campaign 

After the return of a pattj who had been reconnoitring 
the enemys pi sition, and founl thorn stiongly entienchi-d 
on the side of i hill ccmminding the road t> Meiico, wo 
received orders to take up our quarterf. for the night but to 
hold ourselves in readiness tor a sudden call, bemg cautioned 
against leaving the cimj General Scott wished to know 
as accurately as possible the strength of the enemy s positicn, 
before hazai'ding an engagement, a desire 'to gain, a victory 
with the smallest possible sacrifice of life, being a decided 
charaeteristic of that excellent commander, who knew that 
however despicable an enemy may be in the field, he may 
become formidable if unwisely attacked while strongly 
entrenched and fortified, and occupying an advantageous 
position. Our infantry were quartered in the various empty 
buildings in the town which bad been deserted by their 
owners, while our captain decided tliat our company should 
pitch their tents in the plaza, and remain there with our 
batteiy. Our horses were put up, however, in aii empty 
range of stables at one end of the plaza, being still left in 
harneBS in case of a sudden call for their services. A guard 
of twelve men and a corporal having been ordered by tho 
captain, I found that it was my turn to mount that evening. 
Having according to instructions posted four sentries, one on 
the officers' quarters, one on the horses, and two on the 
guns and ammunition in the plasa, I marched the remainder 
of the guard to the stable-yard, where, finding a butcher's 
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shop and dwc-l ling-house empty, but ]ocked-up, we veiy 
deliberateiy foi'ced tlie lock, and appropriated tie building 
to the use of the guard. This proceeding of ours was 
etrictly in order ; but even if it had been ratlier irregular, the 
exigencies of the case might almost wanant our proceedings. 
It had begun to rain, and the nights at that season and in 
that high region are excessively cold, and unless we had 
secured a building of some sort for the use of our guard, we 
should have suffered from cold and wet during the whole 
night During all that day until near evening we expected 
aa immediate engagement, there being a constant cannonad- 
ing interchanged between the enemy's entrenchments and 
Our heavy field battery. This firing we learned was in 
consequence of a reconnoitrmg party, consisting of several 
engineer ofBcers, having been observed by the enemy, who 
opened a fire on the party, tilling Captain Thornton of the 
dragoons, and seriously injuring a guide. In the evening, 
the firing having ceased, strong out-lying piquets were 
stationed outside of the town of San Augtistine, and we 
were told to be ready for an attack on the enemy's position 
next day. 

In the meantime wo made ourselves very comfortable in 
our guard-house, having kindled a large fire and procured 
an ample supply of wood to last during the night. The 
butcher had left a quantity of sheep skins, which were per- 
fectly dry, and had the wool on; these being laid on 
benehes, or even on the floor, formed a most luxurious 
couch ; though certainly to a person of the most delicate 
olfactory nerves, I believe they would have seemed rather 
redolent of a peculiar odorous effluvium, exceedingly sugges- 
tive of dead mutton. But that was a trifle compared with 
the grateful softness and warmtl: derived from lying on 
them; ive were, thfT.iftire, very well (contented with our 
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quaiiers foi- the niglit. The fact of Uie matter is, tlint in 
our present circumstances small fiwours were generally very 
thankfully accepted; cold, hunger, thirst, mental anxiety, 
and bodily- suffering, being admirable cures for fastidious- 
ness. The rose leaf frets the Sybarite, while a bundle of 
straw is a luxury to a beggar, or a parcel of rank-smelling 
Bheepstins to a poor, tired and half-starved soldier upon a 
campaign. Having found a largo copper boiler on the 
premises, such as the Mexican butchers use to melt Sard in, 
some one suggested tliat as we had a good fire we might 
have a supper cooked in it for the whole guard. This was 
a very good idea; and a few active foragera were imme- 
diately despatched on a secret expedition for the purpose of 
levying contributions whei-ever they could be most easily 
collected. These were successful beyond expectation, speedily 
returning with supplies which gave us anticipations of a 
feast such aa we had not beheld, except in dreams, for a 
long time previously. After an inspection of the stock of 
provisions on hand, with the very handsome additions made 
by our active and highly-intelligent party of foragers, for 
which they received high commendations, the dish which 
seemed best adapted to our circumstances, and which we 
agreed to have cooked, was a sort of gipsy hodge-podge or 
Baimagmidi ; in fact a heterogeneous omnigatherum of all 
come-at-ahle comestibles. In the first place, we had a 
quantity of biscuit, the proceeds of the joint contributions of 
our havresacs, several pounds of bacon furnished by Go- 
vernment, having been procured without leave asked' or 
obtained, from one of the wagons containing supplies for 
UncSe Sam's troop ; and further by supplies obtained by our 
party of foragers, one tur'ey, two fowls, a piece of mutton, 
soiao potatoes, chili peppers, tomatoes, and onions. These 
various ingredients being first well cleaned, were cut into 
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pipces, ani tlie .^huk .cmpounj bein^ sc*s„ned with salt 
and pflpper, wia atterwirds Itoiled in the huge cauldron, 
which WIS propped in the eentie ot the floor by three btoaJ, 
fur the purpose of admitting the Are under it Aftei our 
potai^ had been suffici ntly boileJ, wa resolved on m\iting 
1 few )f OUT comrades to tlie tcist, 43 it was eudent that 
thbie would l>e at Ipist twice a*, mui,h as we Lould consume, 
and It would be a pity that any of out delicious fare should 
be lost Accordingly every one bringing a comrade, we 
soon had an addition of ten or twelve more to our party, 
forming, about ten o'clock on the same night, a snug httle 
pai'ty of about twenty. 

Everything went off admirably, as the phrase is. The 
dish or the mode of cooking it was not perhaps the moat 
scientific, yet I am persuaded from the celerity with which 
it disappeared, and the apparent gusto that marked the pro- 
cess, Ihat it was relished as highly and gave as much satis- 
faction as if it had been the most elaborate specimen of 
artistic cookery over served up at tie table of tba most 
aristocratic of the clubs of London. The hilant/ of the 
evening was wonderfully augmented by the addi'.ion to our 
company of those comrades who had been invited; for 
several of them, having found their way into a liquor store 
in the evening, had filled tieir canteens with meeeal, a coarse 
and not veiy palatable spirituous liquor, but highly stimulat- 
ing and intoxicating, and therefore nectar to a soldier on 
occasions like the present. This liquor which they had 
brought with them, they now produced as their quota to the 
feast. To drink ardent spirits when upon guard is strictly 
forbidden by the rules of the service, but the absurd strict- 
ness of the prohibition renders it completely null. I murit 
My that in the whole course of my esjierience I never knew 
or heard of a soldier refusing a glass of spiiits while on 
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guai'd, on tlie ground of its being an infringement of military 
discipline, Pai'adoxitial as it may seem, I believe that the 
utmost latitude permitted to the soldier in some of these 
matters, would, by producing habits of self-«ontrol, act as a 
fin better preventive to the crime of drunkenness than the 
present system. Unless a soldier acquires the habit of self- 
control as regards the use or abuse of ardent spirits, (and no 
person has gi'oater need to do so), prohibitions and threats 
of punishment are rather worse than useless — they are mis- 
chievous : but if he has acquired these habits, these prohibi- 
tions are not needed. 

On the present occasion, howeyer, I felt that there was 
no danger of any of the present company rendering them- 
selves unfit for duty, as we were all well aware that we had 
work before us next day for which a night's debauch would 
be a Sony preparation, I have observed that men, careless 
of conseqnences on other occnsions, are cautious of allowing 
themselves to become intoxicated before an expected engage- 
ment. This caution on the part of the soldier probably 
arises ftiim a dread of the imputation of cowardice, and a 
fear of losing caste among his comrades, by making it seem 
as if he was seeking to supply a deficiency of native stamina 
and nerve, through the medium of a foreign and artificial 
stimulus and excitement. In some cases also it may be the 
result of a knowk'dge of the dangers of too free indulgence 
at a time when a^ require the perfect use of their faculties 
for the performance of their duties. Soldiers are mostly 
keenly sensitive to the ridicule of their companions, whose 
good opinion they generally esteem more highly than that 
of their oflicers. To stand well in the estimation of his 
special comrades, and of the company to which he belongs, 
is the most powerful incentive to the soldier's good conduct 
ill the field of action ; and in the absence of a brave offlcei 
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to lead tlem to the attack, the love of Bill, Tom, or Il.ariy's 
approbation, or the dread of being called a coward, has often 
been the means of gaining the battle. 

The following characteristic anecdote, which is highly 
illuatjative of that fear of an imputation of cowardice by his 
comrades, which is such a marked trait in the soldier's 
character, and which seems to have been turned to excellent 
acconnt in the present instance, I heard related by one of 
ours who had served in the Britisli Legion during the lato 
Spanish war. A regiment of the British Legion, who wer-i 
notorious for their too ardent devotion to Bacchus, unluckily 
for their health and discipline, happened to he quartered in 
a vicinity where brandy 'was too plentiful and easily procured. 
The colonel, being made aware of the case, tried several 
remedies without effect, and finally, he saw that, unless the 
men were convinced of tie necessity of voluntary abstinence, 
no precaution that he could adopt would prevent Lis regi- 
ment irom getting into a state of utter inefficiency. To add 
to his difficulties, he expected every day that they would 
liave to join in an attack on the enemy's position, close to 
which the army lay, and he was afraid that if things con- 
tinued to go on in the way they were doing, both he and 
Iiis regiment would reap nothing but disgrace. In this 
emergency he issued an order to his men, stating that he 
expected an engagement with the enemy shortJy, and that 
he trusted the men would see Hie propriety of keeping them- 
selves sober until after tlie battle. For his own part he had 
come to the resolution, that any person of his regiment who 
should be reported drunt to him in the interval between 
the issuing of the order and the expected engagement, should 
be left tied in the camp along with the baggage until after 
it sliould he over. The fear of this dreaded disgi'ace operat- 
ed like a cliaira ; and though the action did not take place 
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for near a fortnight after, there was not a single CHse of 
drunkenness during the interval, and his regiment was highly 
praised for its share in the action, in which the enemy were 
completely routed. 

To return to onr convivial party in the gnard-house, songs 
and toasts hegan to circulate with the aquadiente, while the 
expected hattle of next day engrossed a considerable share 
of the conversation. " Come, my lads " said Corporal Bell, a 
north of Ireland man, who spote in a Iroad Scotch dialect, 
"here's a toast — May the balls be divided to-morrow, the 
came aa the pay and the honour." " Bravo ! Corporal Bell's 
song — a song from Corporal Bell, 'Bucking and Gagging,' "* 
shouted a dozen voices at once, " I say, hoys," expostulated 
A sentry, looking in, " you had better not make just so much 
noise if you don't want the officer of the day here." " Ay, 
feith, freen, ye're no far wrong," said" Corporal Bell, while 
lianding him the canteen ; " here, man, take a drap o' that 
to keep the could fi'ae ye'r stomach. I say, lads," he con- 
tinued, addressing the party, "we had better oa' canny, or 
faith, we'll maybe hae some bucking and gagging instead o' 
singing aboot it." " Is it the night before a fight," cries 
Mike Ryan ; " by the holy fist of the blessed Saint Patrick, 
tie mean schaming villians, that are so Kady to ill use a 
poor devil at otJier times, are mighty kmd an' civil them 
days. The devil a taste o' fear of any buckmg an' ga^^ing 
for this night any way ; so, if } on plase Corporal Bell, just 
fevouT the present company with a few verseB." "Weel, 
lads. 111 just sing you a verse or tw% aboot bucking an' 
gagging, an' then we maun toddlp ^W1' an tak' a bit sleep, 
an' be ready for our work in the miininj, So saying he 

• A fnvDurita mode of pvinieliment in the American service.— Sea 
Chapter XXV. 
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commenced, in a good Bonorous but subdued voice, to sing 
the following veises ; — 

Come, all Yankee Boldiers^ give ear to my song 
It ia a short ditty, 'twill not deep you long ; 
It'a of no ase to fret on fieconnb of our luek, 
We can laugh, diiuk, and sing yet in spite of the buek. 
Derry down, &e. 

" Sergeant, Iniet him, aud gag him," onr ofticei-s try, 
For each trifling offence which they happen to spy ; 
Till with bucking and gagging of DicV, Tom, and Bill, 
Faith, the Mexican ranks they have helped to fill. 

Derry down, &0. 

The ti-e»tment they give ub, as all of us know, 
Ib bucking and gagging for whipping the foe ; 
They buck us and gag na for malice or spite. 
But thoy're glad to release ua when going to fight 

Dewy down, Ac. 

A poor Boldier'a tied up in the sun or tlie rain, 
Will) a grtg in his month till hea tortured with pain; 
■WTiy Via Uess'd, if the eagle we wear on our flag. 
In its claws shouldn't carry a buck and a gi^. 

Derry down, &a. 

« What the devil is tliat ?" cried several voic«s at once, aa 
a loud tumbling noise resembling tlmnder, was heard. On 
opening the guard-room door the cause was soon apparent, 
Tlie place where we had stabled our horses was an old 
■ckety shed, with a shingle roof suppoi-ted by three rows 
of wooden posts, one on eacli aids of the shed and one in 
the centre. Running along the centre of the shed, 
was a long wooden trough to which our horses n 
by the hallers ; several of the horses had been fastened to 
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the jHffita als<*, which being rotten had given way, and a 
Iflige poi'tion of the roof having fallen in on tlw top of the 
torses, they were kicking up a complete lumpua. A sentry, 
who was over the horses, was also jammed in among tJiem, 
and we were afraid he wonld be injured. Cautioning him 
to remmn quiet a little until we got a light, n 
procured a lanthorn, and succeeded m extricatJug him st 
Mid also in unfastening and leading out the most entangled 
among the horses. Still as it was necessary to remove all the 
horses to some other place, it being evident that the remain- 
der of the shed would be pulled down if it were not speedily 
done, I thought best to acquaint the officer of the day, I, 
therefore, sent one of the guard to his quarters to f«ll him the 
condition of the shed, and to ask for instructions as to where 
the hoiseis should be taken to, Tke officer sent word bacfe 
to have the whole company roused and turned i>ut, tnd that 
he would be over presently himself. Accordingly m a few 
mth dlhngg dt tt etch 
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The field of battle— King's Mill— ITie ExecuLion^Ttie pureuit. 

Nexth ra b t5 Ik dbyth 11 

bugl 11 f d li 1 r. d t k I Itl t 
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dddbt I8lk f tg 

f bo t fi tb iL d f tyt lig t b tt n^ nd 
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giound occupied bj tbe enemy bad been T\ell reconncitred 
on tbe previous day; tbey were entreiicbed on tbe side of a 
hill on tbe left band side of the road leading to tbe dty 
■wbere tbey bad tbrown up embankments of earth, and bad 
R strong battery of very beavy guns. As it was evident tbat 
to go by tbe main road would expose us to tbe fire of this 
battery, wbicb we had no means of returning with effect. 
General Scott bal decided on ipproacbmg their position by 
a circuitous route Vi& tberefure commenced our march 
down a countiy roal leabng through orchards and corn 
field** wl lie a great detl ut caution iv m usel in advancing 
the division being baltJ-d eveiy kv, minutes and skirmisbeis 
Bent out m front and on the flanks. At last after ascending 
a steep hill where we had some difficulty with our battery, 
having to get a regiment of infantry with drag ropes to assist 
us in bringing up our guns and caissons, we came in sight 
of the enemy. We halted witliiii two or three miles of them, 
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while General Scott and his staff ascended a hill on ou: 
right for the purpose of obtaining a good view of their posi- 
tion. After resting about ten minutes we received the order 
to move on to the attack. The Rifles and anothar infantry 
regiment,' were directed to drive in a body of skirmishers 
occupying a cornfield about a mile and a half in front of the 
enemy's position, and between us and them. Our battery 
was to go on at the same time, and take up a position where 
it could annoy the enemy,' "When we came to the edge of 
the cornfield, to admit our battery we had to pull down a 
piece of wall built of large pieces of lava piled on one 
another in the manner in which they build dry stone walls, 
or what are called in Scotland dry stane dykes. WTiile we 
were busily engaged in pulhng down the wall, which took 
us a few minutes, as the heavy masses of lava required 
several men to roll them one by one out of the way, the 
enemy commenced throwing large shells, a few of which 
dropped very near, but fortunately without doing us any 
injury. In the mean time Greneral Twiggs, who, being in 
rear a little, did not perceive the cause of this delay, rode up, 
calling out, "Captain Magruder, why don't you go forward 
with the battery T " So I will, general, as soon as my men 
can remove a piece of the wall which our battery is surely 
not expected to clear at a flying leap," was the reply of the 
captain, " Well, where are the rifles?" the general asked, 
" why dont they drive in those Mexican vagabonds ; forward 
with the rifles ; forward with the rifles ; we must either make 
a spoon or spoil a horn this day," "Faith I doot some 'o 
us '11 no hae muckle mmr use for a spoon after this day's 
wark's ower," drily remarked a Scotchman belonging to the 
rifles, who was helping to clear the way for our battery. 
The rifles, and the otiier infantry regiment, scrambled over 
the wall as our battery began to move, and were soon busily 
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engaged with the enemy, whose halla came whistling among 
Ua, wounding two of onr riders, who had to fall to the 
rear. 

The field or p!ain over wKiuh we were advancing is strewed 
witli large masses of lava. Between these we had to thread 
our way with the guns and caissons, sometimes brought to 
an abrupt halt by a mass of stubborn rock, over which we 
had to lift the carriages as if oyer a wall, the mea lifting at 
the wheels and the horses whipped to their utmost exertions 
at the same time. At last after a great deal of exhausting 
fotigue we succeeded m planting our battery in front of tha 
enemy, in a place where we could produce no impression on 
them unless they came out of their entrenchments, which 
they showed no disposition to do. Our guns were planted 
on a slight rise in front of the enemy, who were on the fuse 
of a rugged hill on the other side of the highway to Mexico, 
which passed nearly close to their breastworks. Our troops 
occupied a plain covered with large masses of lava, that 
afforded excellent cover to infantry in skiimishing, and a 
deep ravine crossed the bottom of the plain close to the road 
to Mexico. We fired twenty or thirty rounds at bodies of 
the enemy whom we could see drawn up as if they expected 
us to assault them immediately in front, but I think we must 
have been about a mile from them, as all our shots seemed 
to fall abort A division of the infantry under General 
Smith and Colonel Riley engaged with a body of the enemy ; 
they kept up i bn'^k fire it musketry all aflern on but with 
out c miDg to lose quarters the enemy wouli not leave 
their entrin hnlcits and (leneral '^lOtt it wa" evilent, 
had not decided en thi, best mode ot making the attack 
The heavy guns of the enemy among which were several 
long eighteen and tnentj fur i.ouiders kept up an inces- 
sant fire during the while atttrnoon After the first half 
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hour or so, tlio captain perceiving that our guns were useless 
at tlie distance we were from the enemy, ordered us to cease 
firing, bring oih- guns down off the elevation they were 
placed on, and lie down on tlie ground. By this time one 
of our officers, Lieutenant Johnstone, was mortally wounded 
by a cannon ball, and another poor feliow called Flentitz, a 
German, had his leg shot off. Another cannon ball smashed 
the axle of one of our pieces, dismounting it and rendering 
it useless for the time, while two of our horses were killed, 
and a number of our men and horses injured by grape. 
They were now beginning to get our range, and nothing but 
tiieir exceisively bid firing had saved our battery fi'om being 
totally annihihted during the half hour in which we had 
served as a target while it was evident that our six-pounders 
were uscle^ Y, e lay therefore completely inactive during 
the remamder of the afternoon unler co%er of the rising 
grounl on which our battery had been placed Indeed only 
a SDi'ili portun of our troops were eng<igp], ind I suspect 
the whole affair ot the aftenioon was only i feint for tliO 
pui'poae of d 'covonng the easiest plan of assault. 

At the commenwment of the engagement, ind as we wcro 
all t i^ilj en j loypd m the loading and firing our guns, an 
infantry ser^i-ant passing within a short distance of our 
batte y wis o served to drop suddenly as if he had been 
Btruck by a shot After the firing was over some of the men 
went to see if he was dead, or if any assistance could be 
rendered him. He appeared to have been dead for some time, 
but there was no mark of a wound on any part of his body. 
A small quantity of blood came from his month, nostrils, and' 
even from his oars, and it was supposed that a large ball 
passing close to his head had caused his deatJi. 

At sunset the firing ceased and a heavy cold rain succeeded, 
lasting the whole of that night, and making it a most wretched 
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iii^ht for a bivouac. To add to our misfortimcs we were 
all suffering grievously from tiirst, and tliere was no water 
within a miie whereof we were. About nine o'clock our 
captain received an order to retire on tie division by the 
same i^ay in which we had come. This was very foolish, as 
the night was so dart that it was impossible to see a yard in 
front.- But orders whether foolish or not must be obeyed, 
though it is hard to hinder soldiers from grumbling, and 
there was plenty of iB at this order, of which every on& saw 
the absurdity. At Jaat our men having been collected from 
various noolra and corners, and our guns limbered up, we 
commenced our singular march to the rear. After toiling 
for about sis hours, and breaking and dama^ng the wheels 
and carriages, and utterly exhausting both men and horses 
in trying to force the wheels over impracticable masses of 
lava, wo were compelled to desist after moving about four 
or five hundred yards. We then sat or lay down on the 
grass, our clothes clinging to us with wet, and the rain still 
pouring, yet so thoroughly were we tired with our fruitless 
toil that we slept soundly for two or three hours. We were 
roused at day-break and continued our march to the rear 
with comparative ease, as wo now could distinguish objects 
for a few yards round us, and before sumiso we had gained 
ihe division. 

The rain had now ceased, and about ten minutes after o\s 
arrival at the division several shots were heard from the 
enemy's battery followed by a brisk firo of musketry'. On 
getting up cin the top of our caisson boxes we could see a 
body of infantry approaching the flank nearest San Augus- 
tine of the enemy's position. They advanced at a quick 
pace loading and firing as they advanced, and receiving a firo 
of musketry from the Mexican infantry. But none of the 
guns of the battery could be brought to bear upon them ; the 
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Mexicans liad been completely taten by sutpi-ise, never liavuig 
dreamed of aa assault ia that direction. As our infantry 
approached within a hundred or two hundred yards of their 
breastworks, wo could see the Mexicans break and nm in the 
utmost confusion, scrambling over the breastworks and out 
on the road to Mexico. Such was the battle of Contreras; 
and the time occupied iu the assault, in which about two 
hundred volunteers and half disciplined soldiers, routed thrice 
their number of Mexican troops stationed behind formidable 
entrenchments, was about five minutes. 

The brigade of General Smith, principally composed of 
volunteers, have the credit of this assault. These troops 
had been marched by a long and difficult route in the wet 
dai'k night to a position where they lay ready to flank and 
Burpriae the enemy as soon as it became sufiiciently light for 
operations. Colonel Riley and General Smith led their men 
gallantly to the assault, which cost the assaulting paity a 
merely trifling loss in tilled and wounded compared with 
the enemy, who are said to have had upwards of 700 killed 
on the field. About 1800 prisonera were taken, and eighteen 
guns, besides au immense quantity of ammunition. 

The whole of our troop were immediiitely put m motion 
to follow up the success by pursuing the flying enemy, 
towards the city of Mexico. As for our battery our captain 
considered it necessary to allow the horses a rest, as they were 
so weak from the exertions of the previous day and night, 
that they could scarcely stand. We remained therefore iu 
the neighbourhood of Controras until the afternoon, most of 
the men lying on the grass, and sleeping undisturbed by the 
ceaseless booming of the cannon and roll of musketry which 
told us of another engagement four or five miles in front. 
About five miles frotn Contreraa or *>>« liir-hwo^ t- tv- 
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Chumbusco. This, our division, whicli Lad followed up the 
flying enemy fmm Conti'eras, assisted General Worth's divi- 
sion in carrying after an obstinate fesJstance, which lasted 
five or six horn's. The loss suffered by our army at this 
battle of Churubitsco amounted to 500 in killed and wounded, 
of whom a more than usnal proportion were officers. The 
regiment to which I belonged had five oifieere killed and 
several wounded ia this engagement ; among the killed were 
Captains Burke and Capron, the former of whom enlisted 
me, the latter had charge ofJhe company to which I be- 
longed until promoted a few months before to the captaincy 
of another company. Among the prisoners taken at this 
engagement were seventy deserters from the American army. 
They were tried by a general Court Martial shortly after the 
battle, and being found guilty of the crime of desertion 'were 
sentenced to be hung, which sentence was earned into exe- 
cution in presence of a portion of the troops shortly before 
we entered the city. I sincerely pitied these poor fellows, 
many of whom I had reason to believe had been driven to 
the foolish step fhey had taken by harsh and cruel usage, 
operating on a sensitive and excitable temperament. Tlie 
barbarous treatment which soldiera sometimes received from" 
ignorant and brutal officers, and non-commissioned officers, 
on that campaign, were I to relate it in minute detail, would 
seem almost incredible. I have frequently seen foolish young 
officers violently strike and assault soldiers on the most slight 
provocation ; while to tie them up by the wrist^ as high as 
their hands would reach, with a gag in their mouths, was a 
(Wmmon punishment for trivial offences. In fact such a bad 
state of feeling seemed to exist between men and officers 
throughout the service that I wjis not surprised that it should 
lead to numerous desertions. If our men had not known 
how utterly wretched was the condition of soldiera in the 
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Mexican service, deserting to which ivas literally jiii 
out of the frying-pan into the fire, I believe that r 
as these desertions were they wonld have been infinitely 
more so. These deserters were considered a principal cause 
of the obstinate resistance which our troops met at Ctura- 
busco, two or three attempts of the Mexicans to hoist a whit* 
flag having been frustrated by some of them, who killed the 
Mexicans attempting to display it. The large number of 
officers killed in the affair was also ascribed to tfeem, as for 
the gratification of their revenge they aimed at no other 
objects during the engagement. 

In the evening our battery moved to Churubusco, and 
next day we were sent along with our division to a small 
village called Miseoao, about two miles from Churubusco, 
and about the same distance, four miles, fiom the city. 
There we were quartered in one end of a church, a regiment 
of infantry called Voltigeurs, occupying the other end. A 
few days after the battle, Santa Anna and General Scott 
agreed to an armistice, the former General pretending that 
he was inclined to come to terms and conclude the war on 
the basis of an honourable treaty of peace. For agreeing to 
this armistice Genera! Scott was much blamed at the time 
by many of tie men, as it was said that we could easily have 
taken the city if we had followed up our success after the 
battles of Contreras and Chunibusco. I have no doubt that 
we could have done so, although I am inclined to think that 
the difficulty of restraining our troops from the commission 
of excess, would'have been much greater if our success had 
been followed up at that time. A collision between the mass 
of the inhabitants and our troops in that case would most 
likely have ensued, which would have engendered a hostile 
spirit of oppositjon that might have embittered and prolonged 
the wai', of wliich the Americans were now almost as tired ,is 
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tlie Mexicans. By snoniug a desirf lor peace ait r tli se vic- 
tories, he secured the good will of mmy of the influential 
inhabitants, and I believe it is chiefly owing to the spirit of 
OOnciliatioTi and mjdpiation displayed hy Geiieiil Scott 
throughout the whole cf the caaipdigE that Ameiioa owes 
the speedy and honruralle f^iminiti n ot the war 
.^Ihe priaoipal torms of the aimihtice were th»t neither 
army should erect any fort fixations nor recen e iny reinforce- 
ments of troops without giviEg the cthti army forty-eight 
hours' notice. Our -riny wis ilso to bo fumshcd with 
supplies of proTisions md fcrage from the citj But Santa 
Anna, who only winted to gam time, had thousands of 
soldiers employed in dig^ng ditches and mating fortificar 
tions of earth at vanou^ ]. jinti ot the city parties of them 
working day and night undir his own direction Alout the 
fourth or fifth of August a jart\ of our wig^on'i in agree- 
ment with one of the cinditions of the irmi&tice having 
been sent into the city for supplies of forage and provisions, 
the drivers were attacked by a crowd of people with stones, 
and a number of them severely injured. A party of Mexican 
soldiers were tardily sent to their rescue, who protected them 
out of the city. General Scott now declared the armistice 
to be at an end. 

On the morning of the 9th August, General Worth's divi- 
sion, which was quartered at Tacubaya, according to orders, 
previously received, proceeded to make an attack on Moliiio 
del Rey (The King's mill). The enemy, it was believed, had a 
foundry for casting cannons there, besides a great quantity 
of military stores. It was also considered necessary to have 
it in possession before proceeding to the reduction of Ohapul- 
lepoc, to which it formed. a strong outwork. The attack 
commenced a little before sunrise, but the enemy having 
been informed of this early visit, had drawn all their troopr 
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from tlie city during the night, who were posted in the most 
aavantflgeous manner. Accordingly on the advance of oui 
troops they received a most destructive fire, whidi compelled 
them to fall back, leaving the field covered with tlieir tilled 
and wounded. The Mexican lancers exhibited most charac- 
teristically both tlieir cowardice and cruelty of disposition 
on this occasion, by riding out and kilhng the wounded who 
were lying on the field, whiJe fhey never attempted to follow 
up the broken line of infantry who ha<l been compelled to 
retire. But our troops though discouraged were not beaten, 
and after a fight of two hours, the Mexicans, who were at 
least four times their number, retreated, leaving them in 
possession of the field. The- victory, though provhig th"? 
immense superiority of our troops to those of the enemy, 
was a dear one, out loss in killed and wounded being 
between eight and nine hundred out of a force engaged 
nnmbering little more thar three tliousand, 

About an hour after the commencement of the action our 
battery was ordered to be got ready and to hurty out to the 
gi'ound. Miscoac, whe're we lay, is about four miles from 
Molina del Bey, and the road being rough and up hill a 
good part of the way, it took us nearly an hour to reach it. 
One of our men not holding on firmly while galloping over 
the rough road was thrown off the caisson box, and a wheel 
passing over his body broke two or three of his ribs and 
otherwise severely injured him. But our battery was short 
of men, and the captain could spare nobody to attend him, so 
he was left by the roadside in a seemingly dying state. He 
recovered, however, and was discharged in consequence of 
the internal injuries he had received. As we entered the 
battle ground we met a number of waggons returning with 
wounded, and a few wounded soldiers walking slowly, assist- 
ed by one or two comrades. There was an occasional gun 
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fired from the castle of Chapultepec, and a party of our 
infantry kept up a skiimisliing Are with a few of the enemy 
who were in the woods roand the hii! on which the castle 
is built, but the Battle was evidently over. We unlimhered 
our guns and fired several sliota at a large body of lancers - 
who were hovering on our left flank, when they suddenly 
wheeled to the right-ahout. " I wish, captain, you woald let 
them come a little nearer the next time ; you scared them 
rather too soon," said General Cadwallader, who eame up 
as the lancers rode off. A powder magazine belonging to 
the enemy, hut in our possession at the time, blew up with a 
tremendous explosion, killing and wounding a great number 
of our men who were in its vicinity. We remained on the 
field, with several regiments of infantry and cavalry, until 
about noon, when we received orders to retire. 

On the morning of the 12th of August out battery moved 
along with General Pillow's division to the field of Molino 
del Bey; our division being stationed there for the purpose 
of protecting a heavy battery advantageously planted in the 
vicinity for the bombardment of Chapultepeo. This caatie, a 
strong stone building, well furnished with artillery and am- 
munition, is built on the top of an insulated rocky hill, 
wooded from the base about half way up. As it commanded 
the entrance to the city on that side, it was considered essen- 
tial that it should be taken. At daybreak on the morning 
of the 12th, our mortars opened on it and continued to 
throw heavy sheila into it until night, by which time the 
havoc among the troop inside must have been very great, 
judging from the appearance of the building after the action. 
After the firing had ceased in the evening General Pillow 
addi'essed his men, telling them that they were to assault 
the castle eai'ly next morning, when he said he had no doubt 
they would easily carry it at the point of the bayonet in less 
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than, half an hour ; which intimation, the soldiers rccoived 
with three cheers. 

The duty assigned our hattery was to approach the bottom 
of the hill of Chapultepec and throw in shells and round 
shot into the wood and up the face of the hill, for the pur- 
pose of driving in tlie enemy and affording a footing to oui 
assaulting party. We accordingly placed our guns that 
evening in the position they were to occupy next morning, 
and shortly after sunrise we received orders to commence 
firing. An iU-tlirected fire of musketry from the enemy's 
outlying piquets stationed in the woods, reached us as we 
commenced firing, slightly wounding several of onr men. 
But a few shells thrc^n in the right direction soon removed 
that source of annoyance, and where we were the gims of 
the castle could not be depressed sufflciently to hear on us. 
We continued to fire until we had thrown over a hundred 
shots into the grounds, when we were told to cease filing and 
allow the infantiy to advance. Two or three regiments of 
infantry, among whom I recognised the regiment of Volti- 
geurs who liad been stationed with us in the church since the 
battle of Contreras, now advanced, some of them carrying a 
ladder between two of them besides their guns and bayonets. 
To get into the grounds they had to scale a wall about six or 
seven feet high, andwith the aid of the ladders they were 
soon all over, and advancing under cover of the huge trees 
towards the open rocky ground half way up the hill. 

While the action was going on here at Chapultepec, a 
strangely horrible scene was hoin^ enacted under General 
Twiggs at Miscoac, the small town in which our division had 
been quai'tered during the ai'mistJce, Twenty of the desert- 
ers who were taken at Churubusco had been brought out on 
a plain for execution. General Twiggs eomnianding the troops 
appointed to witness the sentence carried into effect. From 
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tiic plaiii vvlierc they were to be executed they had a view of 
Uie castle of Chapultepec about three miles distant, and 
could hear the sound of the firing, and see distinctly the 
emote of the guns and muskets of its defenders and aassil- 
anta, and here they were launched into eternity. 

While the infantry advanced on the castle we hitched the 
horses into the batt«Ty and stflod waiting to pursue the 
enemy, who we were confident would not make a long re- 
sistance, as the bombardment of the previous day had done 
great execution on the building. The filing from the castle 
soon commenced on our assaulting party, who at first suf- 
fered severely, but after about two hours' hard %liting they 
scaled tlie steep ascent and drove the enemy from the ram- 
parts. General Bravo and several hundred of the Mexican 
soldiers were taken prisoners in the castle. The I'emainder 
of the garrison escaped by the opposite side of the castia 
from wliich our troops entered, and ran in confusion along 
the highway to the city. Just as we commenced to follow 
in pursuit, a shower of grape from the castle killed two 
horses and wounded several others, while almost miraculously 
their riders did not receive the slightest injury. The shot 
came from a gun at an angle of the castle, which continued 
to fire for some time after our men had giuned the ramparts, 
and until our men had shot down the most of those who 
were working it. This delayed our battery several minutes 
until we cut the hai'ness and hauled the horses to one side 
of the road. Near the place where this accident occurred 
the enemy had cut a trench across the road, which delayed 
US some time until it was filled up. While a party of iiifan- 
try were at wort filling up the trench, two citizens of the 
class called army followers rode over to where three Mexican 
soldiers were endeavouring to conceal tliemaeives behind 
some bushes about a quartei- of a mile off the road, TIiq 
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MeM ani wli neie piibatly wouii ! 1 u 1 iimble to fly 
with the ret of the garnson got ujmii then kaee^ in the 
attitude of supjlicititn when thew inhumin scoundrels 
dehberately eh t Ihem down hy fiimg repeated shots of tlieir 
revolvers A loud murmur ot disapprobation at this atro 
ciouslj savage act burst from the soldiers on the road who 
observed it and a ball Irom -in mfantrj soldiers musket 
whistled past their eoie is they approached theioaJ On 
their return they received a shower of curses and epithets, 
showing the detestation in which their infemous conduct waa 
held. 

The ditch being filled up we continued the pursuit of the 
flying enemy, and as we went at a fast gallop we had soon 
left the infantry far behind, and found ourselves entirely 
unsupported. A large body of the enemy's cavalry were 
now perceived advancing on ns from the city ; we imme- 
diately unlimbercd and began to fire shell and round shot 
among them with the utmost rapidity, when they made 
a precipitate retreat. Several riderless horses scouring wildly 
over the fields on our left, which none of ihem stayed to 
catch, and which were valuable prizes to some of our infan- 
cy afterwards, showed us that our firing had made an 
impression, and explained the reason of their sudden change 
of purpose. If tliese lancers had charged us boldly, they 
could have cut us to pieces and taken possession of our 
battery with ease, as we had no support within a mile of us. 
Out company only numbered at that time about sixty men, 
armed with sabi-es, which none of them knew how to use, 
and which would have been a poor defence against their 
lances, A body of cavalry and infantry arriving soon after, 
we continued our march until we arrived at the suburbs of 
the city. Here our battery and a regiment of infantry were 
posted to defend a load leading to Toluco, on which a large 
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Iwdy of the enemy's cavalry had been observed moving off 
in the morning. Colonel Duiicaai's battery and a regiment 
of infantryneie now engaged in driving the enemy fiom the 
Sin Cosmo gate hilf a mile nearer the eity Here the 
enemy had a breastwork of eiilh built across the road, 
behmd which were twj nine pounders There was alao a 
mortir on the flat roof of a houie en the left of the gate 
seieral she'ls from vihi h diopped into lur i osition bll ng 
and wonnding a numbpr of the infantry itatitned w th us t) 
dptend the entrom^ to the city trom Toliici This was iK) 
farned after (wo or three hours fi^fliting leivmg us m com 
plete possession of that enti'ance to the city. 

Generals Worth and Quitman had commenced their attack 
on the opposite side of the city early in the morning, and 
after driving the enemy from several of their outworks in 
succession, had succeeded after a severe fight in carrying the 
citadel by assault. The latter was the enemy's stronghold, 
where fliey had a strong battery of heavy guns, and after it 
was taken the Mexican troops retired in disorder liom the 
city by the Penon and Guadaloupe gates, having ntteily 
abandoned all idea of further resistanc*. Their large aimy 
of 18,000 men, was now completely scattered and disorgan 
ized, and this by a force not exceeding one-third of their 
number, aeting as assailants, and having to drive ihem tiom 
strong fortifications. Santa Anna, according to hia usual 
custom, retired with a strong body of cavalrj before onr 
troops had gained possession of the citadel. He his net 
entered the capital since, and I question if all hii. cunning 
will ever be sufficient to reinstate him in the good opinions 
of any large or influential class of his countrjmen igiin 
Some desultory fighting took place on the following da; , the 
14th, between our troops and parties of patriots, principally 
criminals who had been released from their cells and sta- 
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Jionod in tlie fittiples of chuitlies fir thp purpoaP TliPse 
were soon quelleil, lud befure niglit the citj was [ Prf Ltly 
quiet, and consiJ. red quite secuiely in out possession 
General Scott entertd the city on tlie 14th, the daj aflii the 
battle of Chapultepec »ni the storminjT ol the utodel By 
his excellent arrangements in quaitering his troops in the 
suburbs foi a few d'iy^, he succeeded m securing order ind 
preserving his mtn trjm thtse excesses ivhich niij,]it hue 
been apprehended fiom the description of troops under his 
command. 
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CHAPTEK XXIV. 

Ravages of Wav— Eatry !nto San Cosmo— Character of the popu- 
lation^Markets — The cemetery. 

We had now reached the halls of the Montezumaa, and still 
the honourable peace, with tlie sole design of conquering 
which America protested she had taken up arms, seemed to 
elude our grasp. The legislative body had retired to Quere- 
taro, vowing war to the tnife, and it was said that a 
siderahle portion of the routed army had collected there 
In the meantime they were fortifying Queretaro, and pre- 
paring for another struggle ; and, according to the en 
opinion, the war, so far from being ended, was only, juat 
commencing. But just at present the patriots might debate, 
and the troops might fortify at their leisure, our force was 
small enough to garrison the capital without marching on 
new conquests. These victories, gained with ease, if one 
takes into account the number of the enemy, and the 
advantages of tkeir position, had not been altogether without 
cost ■ In tlie short space of six weeks, our force had de- 
creased ftom ten tliousand effective men with which we left 
Puebla, to little more than six thousand on entering the city 
of Mexico. In the various actions fought in the vicinity of 
the city during that time, wc had lost in killed and wounded 
upwards of two thousand, and the deaths from disease and 
the large number of sick reduced our total effective strength 
to little more than six thousand. In our short campaign of 
about a year and a half, General Scott's expedition alone, it 
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is said, cost the lives of at least ten tliousaiid men ; (Le j r..- 
portion of those who died of sickness being as four to one <-f 
those killed or who died in consequence of wounds received 
in action. I saw a statement in an American paper estimat- 
ing the loss of life mcun'cd by the States during the whole 
war with Mexico at thirty thousand. Five thousand of 
these were said to have died on the field and of wounds 
received, and the remainder of the diseases incidental to the 
campaign. 

Ifearlj all the houses in the suburbs of the city outside of 
the San Cosmo gat«, had been deserted by their inhabitants, 
many of them evidently very hurriedly, as they still con- 
tained quantities of furniture, books, pictures, and other 
valuable articles. A number of wealthy people had resided 
in that quarter, the only suburb containing sifiiilar residences 
in the city. From a feeling of curiosity I entered one'of 
these houses with several soldiers belonging to our hatteiy 
on the morning after the city was taken. It had belonged 
to a General of the Mexican army, whose family had just 
■quitted it when they saw the Mexican flag pulled down from 
the castle of Chapultepec. A nuntber of oil paintings, 
chiefly on reli^ous subjects, and a large collection of books 
in the Spanish language m rich bindings, among which I 
Recognised Don Quixote, with illustrations, lay scattered in 
confusion oa the tables and floors, witli the Utter of all the 
drawers in the apartment. Among other articles we ob- 
served a number of children's dresses, and a variety of toys 
and dolls. I could scarce help thmting what an event in 
tliose children's fives who were old enough to retain the 
impression, the anival of los Americanos, the fightings in 
the vicinity, and their hurried flight from home would seem, 
when they grew old. It wifi form a theme for them to recur 
to during the remainder of their livos. A number of rqI- 
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diors, most of whom seemed actuated bj curiosity mote than 
love of acquisition, strolled through the different apartin en ts. 
Occasionally a soldier would select a few articles, intending 
to carry fhem off, hut on refiecting on the trouhle he would 
liave ill (^ing care of them, they were again pitched down 
on tie lloor. A number of the chairs and tables, and a large 
mirror, had been brokefi in sheer wantonness by some of our 
men. I aaw one fellow, after esamining admiringly a very 
handsome cabinet of fiaely-polished wood, exquisitely ve- 
neered and inlaid witli mother-of-pearl and ivqry, seize a leg 
of a broken chair and deliberately smash it to pieces, 
exclaiming at the same time, " D — n you, if I can't have 
you nobody else shall," 

For a few days after the entrance of our troops into 
Mexico, the shops were all closed, with the exception of one 
here and there, and the prevailing aspect of the place was 
Uiat of a deserted city. But in less than a week things liad 
assumed their usual appearance, the shops being al! open, 
and the streets busily tironged ivifli population. The 
officers and soldiers of our ai-my also thronged the principal 
thoroughfares, gi'atifying dieir curiosity by an inspection of 
the celebrated architectural features of the splendid city. 
For several weeks after our entrance, a number of tlie houses 
continued to display the flag of some foreign nation from 
their roofe or windows, as a signal of their neutrality and a 
claim for protection. Among these, the English, the French, 
and the Spanish, predominated ; but tie flags of almost every 
European nation were to be seen flying from some of the 
buildings. From all that I observed or learned, however, 
those houses which displayed none were respected equally 
with those which did. There were a few, anj only a few, 
isolated attempts at plundering by small parties of ruffiana, 
some of whom are always reiidy to seize the opportunity 
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offei-ed by these occasions. But those parties were equally 
discouraged, many of tteir number being sliot by tlie 
inhabiUnts, who defended their property bravely, when they 
found the acoundrela trying to force into their premises ; 
showing that even Mexicans will fight, when they have 
something worth fighting for. In fact for several nights 
after our victory, the number of dead bodies of soldiers found 
on the streets, was a proof that midnight robbery and plun- 
der was about as difficult, and fully more dangerous, than in 
many cities of. the States. To put a stop to these proceed- 
ings, strong patrols were sent through the sti-eets at night, 
to apprehend soldiers fomid out of their quarters, and for the 
preservation of good order, and the security ■of life and 
property. These measures tended to assure the inhabitants 
of General Scott's good intentions ; and in a very short time 
the most complete confidence was restored, and the inha- 
bitants and soldiers mingled everywhere on mutual good 
terms. . That a number of individual cases of ruffianism did 
occur during tlie campaign it would be absurd to deny. I 
^ieve seoundrelism exists to a large extent in the best 
constituted armies ; but considering the desci'iption of troops 
of which our army was composed, and the loose state of 
discipline, prevalent, I think the crimes and outrages com- 
mitted by our aiiny were comparatively few. I would even 
go further, and say that I think the army at large deserve 
credit for the general tenor of their conduct towards the 
inhabitants throughout the whole of the campaign. A 
considerable portion of this result may be justly ascribed to 
t!ie conciliatory system adopted ajid uniformly acted upon 
by General Scott. 

After remsuning at the gate of San Cosmo for a few days, 
our battery moved into the city,-where we found tolerable 
quarters in a large Meson.. On entering the city. Genera! 
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Scott demanded from the Mexican autlioi'itits, llie sum of 
200,000 dollare, as compensation for tlie hardships suffered 
by tlie troops in taking the city, and as the price of the pro- 
tection extended by the American -army to all descriptions 
of property. Oas half of this suia was to bo expended for 
the benefit of the sick soldiers, and those doing duty wei'e to 
be fiimidied with a new blanket and two pairs of boots each 
with the other half. The Mexican Aifuntamiento (town 
council) cheerfully .complied with this moderate deraaBd, 
very glad apparently to escape so easily. We had now 
leisure to take a waJk occasionally through this strange city, 
which so intimately blends the extremes of splendour and 
squalor, dirt and grandeur. Of some of the more prominent 
features in it I will attempt to give an idea, though perfectly 
aware liow utterly inadequate aD description of mine is to 
convey anything lite a correct impression of the city as a 
whole. 

The city of Mexico, which was commenced in 1524, is 
built on piles. The streets are sufficiently wide, and run 
nearly north and south, east and west, intersecting each 
other at right angles. They are all well paved, and have 
side walks of flat stones, which are worn so smooth as to be 
quite slippery, and in some places rather dangerous to the 
incautious pedestrian. In looking along any of the streets 
in Mexico, the fronts of several churches or other religions 
buildings are prominent objects from almost any point of view. 
The quaint, old-foshioned, and mixed stylo of architecture 
peculiar to these buildings, which are usually highly ci-na- 
mented with carving and sculpture, and painted witli the most 
b]'illiant colours, which the purity of the atmosphere pre- 
serves unimpaired for a long time (charcoal being the only- 
fuel consumed in Mexico), ^veS a highly picturesque appear- 
ance to the street.'!, such as I liave never seen in any otlier 
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city. The public squares are spacious, and survouhded by 
buildings of hewn stone, and of very good aicliitecture. The 
private buildings being constructed eithe* of porous amygda- 
loid, or of poiphyry, have an air of solidity, and even of 
grandeur. They are of three and four stories high, with flat 
terrace roofe, and many of them are ornamented with iron 
balconies. The houses of Mexico are all square, with open 
courts. The corridors or piaazas of these courts are orna- 
mented with large porcelwn vases, in which are planted the 
most beautiful and rare flowers and evergreens that money 
can procure. A magnifico who owned one of these houses 
had retired with his femily to a country residence, when our 
troops were attacking the city ; and, as was customary at 
that time, one of our Generals entored into possession of it. 
The owner had left the principal part of his furniture in the 
house, which appeared to give him no concern ; but he came 
frequently to look at his flowers, and finally sent a servant 
to live there for the purpose of attending to them. He said 
they had cost him 2,000 dollars, and he would not part with 
them for double that sum. Many of those courts Lave 
fountains in the centre, which, with the shade of the high 
buildings surrounding, and the flowers and evergreens ranged 
along tlie balustrades, or projecting from the railings of the 
piaaza, give a refreshing coolness to their seclusion. The 
entrances to these houses lead through magnificent arch- 
ways in the centre of the buildings, generally from ten to 
fifteen feet high, and surmounted by cai'ved and projecting 
pediments. These ara closed at night by large folding gates, 
three or four inches thick, and studded with large bolts of 
iron, or covered with plates of the same metal, or of copper. 
A small postern, which opens inside, is used until morning, 
and ia attended hy a domestic called the porteiia, until all 
the housel)o!d have retired for the niglit. All the lower 
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wiiuloiv!^, am! in many cases those in tlie second story iiiso, 
are gtiardud t)y iron bars — a precaution toiimion tliroiigliout 
tiie whole country, wliere a man's house is his castle in Ilia 
most literal sense of the tenn. But these precautions are 
indispeasable, as tiiore are no banks or issues of paper money 
in Mexico ; and merchants and gentlemen liave consequently 
immense quantities of specie in their houses, amounting to 
iiundreds of thousands of dollars in many eases. Indians 
may be seen in some of the business-streets, trudging along 
wilii bags of dollars on their shoulders, at all hours of the 
day — of course they are always in cliai'ge of a clei'k or other 
responsible agent. 

Such are the palaces of the rich : the abodes of poverty 
are not in the interior of tlie city. R«versing the usual 
custom of England and America, the suburbs are almost 
wholly occupied by the iowest portion of the community, 
the ladron^s and leperos (the tliieves and beggars), with 
the lower class of itinerant vendors of paltry commodities, 
and labourers. It is c^culated that 20,000 of the inhabit- 
ants of tliis capital, the population of which does not excee<l 
150,000, have no permanent place of abode, and no ostensi- 
ble means of gaining a livelihood. After passing the night, 
sometimes in the open air, sometimes under cover, tliey issue 
fdi tl n ntojypnth' nty Ifthy 
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terous in levying contributions upon the public ; and some 
of their ingenious stratagems, liaving that object in view, 
would do no discredit to the genius of a London or Parisian 
adept The leperoa are the canaille of rascaldom ; they com- 
bine the profesisiona of thief and beggar ; they want the 
inventive genius of the ladrones, fly at lower game, and have 
a dirty and suspicious appearance, that would put an obser- 
vant person on his guard. It is said that they are oecasion- 
aDy employed by the rich and jealous to put a successful 
rival out of the way, or to revenge some insult, after the - 
manner of Spain and Italy. "When our troops first entered 
the city, a gieat number of oar men fell by the knives of 
these miscreanf-i b ng ?tibl-el bv th n wl en st oil g 
intoxicated thr gh fho b bs and I w q arters of the c ty 
at night. In f ct so nu erous ve e tl ese street assa's na 
tions for several n ghts that General ''cott ssuel an orler 
adverting to the tact and ca t on ng sold ers ag^ st le v ng 
their quarters unless n smill pirtes ind ell arnel B t 
a more effect 1 b ek w^ put to th s e 1 ?y tl e men 
es, a n mber ot vhom irr tated \y these cowardlj 
tions re= 1 pI on -ijj-lj nj, thp hx talon j ind 
sacrificing a few of fhosp fienJs to the manes of tier 
slaughtered c mndea \t ned w th bon e k ves in 1 re 
Tolvers, several ot tl em sail 1 f tl late at n i,I t ad 
counterfeiting the act s of Ir nLennes'j tl ey Jalle 1 i 
number of fhos wl om tbey s ] ecte I of les gns of that 
nature. This was i barsh em ly but le perife seises 
require desperate re ed es Certi n it is tl dt tb a o 1 of 
treatment operated an etFe t al l re as tbe lejeroi grew 
very shy of approi h ng Ir nken soil pis ft wa Is or en 
of being out in the t eeta at a hte h ur Afte tl s tl ere 
■were few cases of sold ra be ng tabbed n t] e streets b t 
during the eight months our anny occupied tbe city, it was 
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an invariablH ji tctit* of the soldi r in -mil ng tlie strutts 
alone late it mglit, to draw hia weapon, sal re, bayonet, oi 
pistol, aad m suspicious places to profei the middle of tlie 

A very disgusting feature m the street sMuery of Mexico 
while we lay there, was the number of diunken Indians and 
Mexicans of low casf*, both male and female, who roamed 
the streets in i state of beistly intoxication. They were 
often f« he «een lying across the lootwalks of the most pubhe 
streets and thoroughfare", espeoially in the vicinity of the 
market, dead dnmk, and otten m a atatt, of almost complete 
'niidity The police seemed to take no notice of them and 
they were -dkwed to wallow theie like hoga until sufhciently 
rccoicred to get up and stigg r off 

The lettei wiitera Biangebitas whose occupitun cin&ists 
of wnting lettew memonals, petitioni A,c tor those who 
have not acquired the ait and mystery of writing are a 
numerous and nt table class m Mexico Thirty or forty of 
them wpie constantl) to be foijnd ringed akng the edge of 
the piraj*! in a stieet adjoining the mxiket seated on 
atocl' and iMth small tables in tront of them placel on the 
carnage r ad Tleir itock in trade consists if a ba ket 
containing a few sheets ol japei pens an1 ink hoina They 
write a^eryplam and h^tintt hand but thev write slow 
-md ornament then ^vntin,;, by a profu ion ot flourishes ^ 
ill Mexican clerk's io A "heet of paper w)nfaining a speci 
men of their h-mdwnting is uauallj exhibited on the table 
where the; sit To jud^ from their appearance they did 
not appear to be a very thri\mg cratt But as my comrade 
Bill Nutt lem irked while commenting on their poverty 
stncten appearance An armed lepubho is not the place 
for the encoui agement oi men of letters 

In front of all the churches, in all of which mass is cele- 
12* 
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brated diiily, there ivurc always congregated a multitude of 
be.^ars, exposing deformities and friglitful ulcers, aud 
chanting with endless monotoay their " caridad por Pamor 
de Sieu" (charity for the love of God). Many of liem were 
cripples who had lost their limbs in the civil wars and revo- 
hitions, of such frequent recurrence lately in Mexico. Their 
number had also been augmented by the late battles willi 
our troops. I have frequently seen them hold up the stump 
of an amputated arm, or leg, when an American officer or 
soldier was passing, and repeat the names of the engage- 
meute in which they had lost them, as "Cerro Gordo," 
" Chapultep«c," &a., adding a few imprecations on Santa 
Anna, an ingenious ruse, which oft«n extracted a few clacos 
from their generous victors. Soldiers disabled while serving 
in the army are specially permitted by the Government to 
beg, as a compensation for the wounds they have received 
in the service of the republic Certainly a most economical 
mode of quartering pensioners on the public, and a practical 
illustration of the voluntary syst«m, remarkable in a nation 
so fer behind in tlie doctrines of our modern political 
economists. 

The market is a spacious square near the Plaza, with a 
tall column in the centre, on which stands a statue of Santa 
Anna. Fruits and vegetables ai'e tlie staple commodities of 
which tjie supply is most abundant. The stalls are formed 
in lines facing each other, leaving ample spac* between the 
rows for purchasers. They are decked with a variety of 
beautiful flowers, which are always in great demand for the 
adornment of shrines, or to grace a festival or a funeral. 
From nine to eleven o'clock in the forenoon the buzz and 
bustle of the place are at their height, at which time it pre- 
sents a very animated appearance, being thronged with 
Mexicans of every class and colour, from tlie pure Spanish 
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hauglity-looking senora, down to tie poor, shrinking, bare 
footed, elfiii-looking and half-naked Indian girls, with iheic 
baskets of fruita or vegetables. English potatoes are sold 
here at about twopence a pound. They are of very good 
quality, but from tbeir deameaa in comparison with other 
commodities, the yield is probably very sm^L 
turnips, and other vegetables of the English garden 
plentiful and moderately cheap. Of fruits, I saw abundance 
of apples, peaches, pears, and other fruits of temperate 
climates, with almost every variety of tropical fruits. The 
quantities of capsicums, and peppers of every shape, size, 
and colour, whicli one sees in a market in. Mexico, seem to 
a European most ludicrously disproportiottate to the rest of 
the commodities. Huge baskets of them meet the eye 
everywhere, or they are piled up in heaps oa a mat, or piece 
of coarse cloth on the grouud. These peppers, which they 
call chiK, are, when dried and ground, the cayenne pepper 
used in England. All classes of the mhabitants use them to 
almost every article of food, and every tienda or grocery is 
furnished with an unfailing Supply of this indispensable 
condiment, dried, squeezed flat, and packed in boxes like 

Tlie pulquerias, shops where pulque is sold, are very 
numerous in the city of Mexico. They are all very gaudily 
painted in brilliant water colours, or fresco, from the top to 
the bottom of the walls inside, with representations of land- 
scapes, animals, battles, &c,, the subject of the painting 
being illustrative of the title of the pulqueria. These paint- 
ings, though of a rather ex^gerated description, are generally 
executed with considerable artistic skill and taste. The 
pulquerias are fiimished wifL a row of large open tubs, kept 
scrupulously clean, containing the pulque, which arrives from 
the country fresh every morning, and is generally disffosed 
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of and the shop closed before eyening. These shops are the 
constant resort of a number of leperos, Indiana, and greasers ; 
the latter term generally applied by the American army to 
the male portion of the lov.'er class of Mexicans, is of rather 
obscure derivation, A genius of our company, " Ned Loner- 
gan,'' gave the following definition : — *' Greaser," quoth Ned, 
" is plainly a comiption of kreeser, and the term has originat- 
ed from their custom of using the knife, a tnife for stabbing 
being called a kreese in the East Indies," However, a plain 
matter of faet being suggested, that the term probably owed 
its origin to a greasy appearance thpy had from the habitual 
disuse of soap, Ned's ingenioos definition was considered 
demolished. These gi'easers, and a sprinkling of leporoa, 
ond half-clad Indians, male and female, congregate in and 
around the pulqueria perpetually; now quarrelling and 
fighting, now hugging and kissing each other, and occasion- 
ally joining in some popular song in praise of their ikvourito 
liquor. "Die burden of one of these songs runs thus, "IVJio 
does not love . pulque, the divine liquor which the angels 
drink in heaven V 

In the village of Miacoao, about fom or five mile^ frona 
Mexico, where the division to which I belonged was stationed 
during lie truee after the battles of Contreras and Churu- 
busco, there were several plantations of the maguey ; and I 
have frequently seen their mode of treating the plant for the 
extraction of its juioe. When tie plant is on the point of 
flowering, which occurs from its fifth to its tenth year, accord- 
ing to soil and situation, they cut out the central part or 
heart, which should bear the flowers, and scoop out a portion 
of the interior pith, le'iving a round cai ity or reservoir, capa- 
ble of containing from one to two gallons according to the 
size and capacity of the plant The entrance to the cavity, 
which is about five or ii\ mtbcs m diameter, ia carefully 



by Google 



MODE or COtLBCTING TUB PULQUE. 277 

covered with a flat stone to prevent the evaporation of the 
juice, and to hinder the cattle, who are very fond of it, from 
drinking it. Plants will yield froEO a gallon to a gallon and 
a half a-day for a period of four or five months, when the 
juice of the plant being exhausted it withers and dies. Tlie 
following is the mode of collecting the juice. The man who 
collects it carries a pig-sMn on his hack, one end of which is 
attached to his right shoulder ; the other end, containing the 
mouth of the sMn, he carries over his left shoulder, holding it 
with his left hand. In his right hand he has a hollow gourd 
about two inches in diameter at tlie thick end, and tapering 
to a point ; it is about eighteen inches long and perforated 
at each end. Thus equipped he goes along the rcftvs of the 
maguey (or agaves), and removing the stone from the cavity, 
he inserts the thick end of the gourd, and applying his mouth 
to the hole at the small end he rapidly fills it by suction ; then 
putting his thnmb on the hole to exclude the air, he with- 
draws the gourd full of the liquor, and transfers its contents 
to the pig-skin. It is generally collected in the morning 
and evening only, though it is sometimes also collected at 
noon. When taken from the plant it is sweet, and in tast« 
and appearance somewhat resembles sugar and water. It is 
then poured into barrels or tubs, when it soon undergoes 
the fermenting process, which converts it into pulque. 
After it has fermented about twenty-four hours it has 
a pleasant sweet subacid taste, and is called pulque fresco 
(fresh pulque) ; when a day older it is called pulque fuei-te 
(thoroughly fermented pulque) ; it baa then a slightly putrid 
smell, and tastes very acidulous ; most seem to prefer it in 
the latter stage. It is nearly as intoxicating as English ale, 
and in Mexico is sold for about sixpence a quart ; but in the 
country it is a great deal cheaper. The pulqucrias in Mexico 
are all kept by men, and tfieir owners are invariably fat. 
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As they are the only fat class, and indeed witli the excep- 
tion of a few priests, the only fat individuals 1 saw in Mexico, 
it would seem to possess the property of fattening in no 
small degree. It is rectoned a wholesome beverage by 
Europeans as well as Mexicans, and our surgeons generally 
recommended its use to our men as a cure for diarrhcea and 
bowel complaint They distil a strong intoxicating spiritu- 
ous liquor from pulque, which they call Mexcal ; it has a sort 
of smoky taste, very much resembling Irish poteen. 

The grand cathedral is situated at one end of the Grand 
Plaza, the spacious square affording full display to the axchi- 
tecturai beauties of a , very large and finely-proportioned 
building, the front of which has a very imposing eft'ect when 
viewed from the extreme end of the square. On a near view, 
however, tlie carving in front of the building exhibits a con- 
siderable degree of the gingerbread style of architecture. But 
it is in the interior that one sees most to admire. The mag- 
nificence and splendour of the grand altar, and the numerous 
shrines that adorn the walls of the vast pile, astonish equally 
by the profusion, the richness, and the variety of tbeir 
decorations. The interior of the dome is very well painted 
with scriptural subjects, and as they receive a good light, 
and the colours are brilliant, the paintings show with admira- 
We effect from the floor of the cathedral. There are a num- 
ber of good paintings in the building, though I believe none 
of any extraordinary merit; rich and gaudy ornaments, and 
gilding, being evidently more appreciated than the worts of 
the celebrated masters. A picture occupying tlie left side 
of the grand altar, as we advanced by the principal entrance, 
attracted the attention of our party. It was a representation 
of purgatory, and a number of priests, bishops, and digni- 
taries of the Church in fiiU canonicals, and with mitre, crozier, 
and other insignia of their office, appeared in the foreground, 
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as tlie principal figures towing in i^ ny im d t t} e il nts 
These wretdied-looking J-emga nhi o e would think (ii^iit 
to have been stripjed of their gowng if i.^orthy ot such 
eevcK discipline, seemed *ainlj imiionug the assistance ot 
the angels and charubs nho hoveied round for the purpose 
of rescuing those suffiaentlv puniiel beveral of thesi, 
angals were engaged in ascending to heaven with s wrotUied 
looking lepero, or rigged leggar while those who remained 
seemed unanimously of opinion that the chiirchmeo were 
not yet entitled to their offices. " Well, Findlay, what would 
your conntryraan John Knox say if he could rise from his 
grave and see all the splendour of this building ?" asked Kutt, 
of a Scotchman belonging to our party, as we were quit- 
ting the cathedral. " Hoot man ! he wo\Ud juat say it was 
ane of the richest diamonds on the wIioto o' Babylon's petti- 
coat," was the somewhat characteristic reply of honest 
Findlay. 

The Atameda is a large square about a mile and a half in 
circumference, thickly planted with magnificent umbrageous 
trees, and intersected with spacious walks bordered with 
flowering shrubs and adorned with fountains and jets d'cau. 
Being a most delicious shady retreat, and within a short 
distance of the most central part of the city, it is much 
resorted to in warm weather by all classes. There ia a fine 
shady avenue for equestrians all round it, while in tlie 
interior walks, rich and splendidly dr^sed dons and donnas 
rub shoulders with the blanketed lepero. Exclnsivism at 
least ia a vice that has no footing in Mexico, and the extreme 
ends of society jostle each other without that air of defiant 
surprise which their casual encounter seems to elicit in some 
more highly enlightened countries. 

The burial ground of Santa Maria deserved notice. It is 
situated on the outskirts of the town, and is enclosed with a 
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thick wall about flftoeii feet high and ten thick In tho 
inside of this wall, from the bottom to the top, fhtie are 
recesses in regular order, into which the coffins aie inserted, 
a plate contmning the epitaph being placed over the end of 
each coffin, and cemented into the wa!!. There ii a piazza 
round tho inside of the wall, and a number of thp cofiins 
have shrines in front of the epitaph plates, which are lit up 
on festival nights, when the burial ground is a favourite 
promenade of the relatives and friends of the deceased inter- 
red there. The area of the buiying ground, which contains 
about ten or twelve acres, is laid off in gravel walks bordered 
with flowers and shrubbery, and in it are a number ot very 
handsome marble tombs. The grounds are very t-wtefullv 
kejt, and altogether the place has more the aspect of cheer 
fidness, than the gloom which usually accompanies the sight 
of a graveyard. Among the ornamental shrubs were some 
of the most luxuriant specimens of broom in full flower, that 
I ever beheld. Several of these shrubs were about twelve 
feet high, and being completely covered with their golden 
blossoms, they had a most glorious appearance. It was the 
first broom I had seen in Mexico, and it seemed like an old 
friend, its appearance irresistibly carrying me back to the 
broomy knowes of my native land. The burial ground is 
the properly of the church, and as the sums charged for the 
privilege of interring in it are enormously high, of com'se 
none but the rich inter in it. The lower classes bury in 
other places and without coffins. They are carried to the 
grave on a rude sort of litter, the corpses of children and 
women being profusely decked with roses and other flowers, 
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As the Mexican Government showed no signs of wishing to 
terminate the war, refusing to correspond with the American 
commissioners, although a large party in Mexico were 
avowedly in favonr of peace, we had still the prospect of a 
few more engagements. The Mexican war party were 
encouraged by the dissensions among our ofGcers, a cabal 
of whom had managed U> get General Scott superseded in 
the commaad by Genera! Butler — a change very unpalata- 
ble to the troops, who idolized their veteran commander, so 
uniformly successful, and whose ti'iumph over the weat 
machinations of his contemptible adversaries is now matter 
of history. The desertions of our soldiers to the MexiiSan 
army, which were still numerous, in spite of the fearful 
example of the execution of those tafeen at Churubusco, also 
served to inspire that party with hope. 

As the majority of these deserters were Irish, the cause 
commonly assigned by the officers for their desertion, was, 
1|hat as they were Roman Catholics they imagined they wore 
fighting against their religion in fightJng the Mexicans. 
There was a portion of truth in that view of the subject, hut 
it came very short of the whole truth. I have good reason 
to believe, in fact in some individual cases I know, that harsh 
and unjust treatment by their officers operated far more 
strongly than any other consideration to produce the depli) 
rahle result. The various degrading modes of punishment. 
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often inflicted by young, headstrong, and inconsiderate ofH 
cers, in their zeal for the diseiphne of the service, for the 
most trivial offences, were exceedingly galling to the fiery, 
untameable spirit of the sons of the Green Isle. And I have 
not the slightest donht that those barbarous modes of pimisli- 
ment in common adoption, and the want of sympathy gene- 
rally existing between the officers and their men, were the 
exciting causes of the majority of these cases of desertion so 
lamentably frequent. 

One of the modes of punishment practised while in the 
city, consisted in placing the culprit standing on a barrel in 
the open street, exposed to the heat of the sun all day, and 
the derisive admiration of the street passengers. Of course 
a sentry was in attendance to shoot or run him through with 
a bayonet if he attempted to escape from his uncomfortable 
position. Another mode consisted in placing the victim on 
a high wooden horse, and I knew of one man losing his life, in 
consequence of being compelled to sit for a series of days and 
nights in that position ; one night while asleep, he fell from 
the back of his inanimate steed, which was about eight feet 
high, on the hard pavement, and was so severely injured that 
he died shortly afterwards in consequence. 

But the favourite punishment was that called the buck and 
gag ; which is administered after the following manner. The 
culprit being seated on the ground, his feet are drawn up to 
his hams, and his wrists tied firmly in front of his legs ; a 
long stick or broom handle is then inserted between his le^ 
and arms, going over his arms and under his bent knees, a 
gag is then pla«ed in his mouth and tied firmly behind his 
head. In this helpless condition, unable to move hand, foot, 
or tongue, he is left for a series of hours, or even days, accord- 
ing to the humour of his tormentor. This revolting and dis- 
gusting punishment, which is often inflicted at the mere 
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wlinn of ail office:-, has long been, and, I am sorry to say, 
BtiU continues a fovouiite mode of punisliment in the Ameri- 
ca ii army. 

But tlw expectations of the Mexican war party were soon 
damped by the. vigour witli which tJie United States seemed 
resolved to prosecute the war to an honourable issue. Large 
reinforcements arrived in January and February, making up 
our total strength to at Jeast 12,000 effective men. And the 
whole army being kept at diligent drill, by the end of March 
we had by far the most efficient army that had been in the 
field since the comnieauement of the war. This wise policy 
of the States tended greatly to facilitate the treaty which 
General Scott and Mr. Trist had begun to negotiate with the' 
Mexican Government, who at length seemed willing to come 
to terms. 

About the middle of April, it was currently reported, much 
to our satisfaction, that the basis of a treaty bad been agreed 
upon between the Mexican Government and Mr. Trist, which 
had been despatehed to Washington for the action of the 
Legislature. The war was now considered over, all agreeing 
that the States were tired of the contest, and would with- 
draw from it as soon as they could without a palpable sacri- 
fice of the national honour. Still, as the result was by no 
means certain, our commander coptinued to maintain the 
efficiency of the tiijops by rigid discipline and a wholesome 
system of drill. 

It was about the beginning of May when the news of the 
French Revolution reached Mexico, creating a vast deal of 
excitement and speculation among all classes of the army; 
indeed, to judge from the triumphant expression of counte- 
nanc« worn by the more enthusiastic of the worshippers of 
democratic gove-nment, they seemed to believe that tha 
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However, satisfied of truthfulness of intent, I feel that I have 
tirowghout endeavoured to " Nothing extenuate, nor set dowr 
aught in malice." lam also confident that should any of my 
old fellow-comradea ever read this narrative, while acknow- 
ledging the general accuracy of its descriptions, they will h 
tily subscrihe to most of the opinions e 
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